
Sherwood Middle School 
Weekly Update to Families 

September 16, 2018 
 

“Hope is important because it can make the present moment less difficult to bear.  
If we believe that tomorrow will be better, we can bear a hardship today.” 

Thich Nhat Hanh 
 

Dear Families, 
 
 As we savor these beautiful late summer skies and warm temperatures, our 
hearts go out to those who have experienced significant hardship and sadness over 
these past few days. The suffering endured by the thousands of people impacted by 
hurricanes, gas explosions, and tragedies, including the shark attack that occurred at 
Newcomb Hollow Beach in Wellfleet yesterday, reminds us that we are all members 
of a global community that is called upon to care for one another. Having hope allows 
us to keep moving, despite the significant obstacles that consume our hearts, minds, 
and bodies. As Thich Nhat Hanh, global spiritual leader, poet and peace activist, 
admired around the world for his powerful teachings and bestselling writings on 
mindfulness and peace, shares in the quote above, hope is essential to bearing a 
hardship. Our belief in tomorrow is strengthened when those around us care. Coretta 
Scott King once said, “The greatness of a community is most accurately measured by 
the compassionate actions of its members.” Ms. King’s message rings true, as we try 
to make sense of these atrocities, while seeking to alleviate the pain and suffering of 
those directly and indirectly impacted. During the days ahead, members of the SMS 
Student Voice Crews will be sharing ways that each of us can help those impacted by 
these events. 

We work with our students to be kind, empathetic, and responsible, as we 
actively seek ways to care for ourselves, while contributing to the lives of others. This 
learning is undoubtedly the most important work in which we do. While students and 
teachers engage in the academic curriculum each day, the faculty purposefully focuses 
time and energy on building relationships with one another during class meetings, 
team time, academic collaboration, and during more flexible times of the day 
including lunch and recess. Students at the middle level have an undeniable need to 
connect with others and to be part of strong and trusting communities where healthy 
relationships and learning can flourish. We are grateful to you, our parents and 
caregivers, for partnering with us to build and foster positive learning communities 
that address students’ need to get to know others and to be known by others. In 
doing so, we are better equipped to “bear a hardship today.” 

Thank you for joining us this week for our grade level Curriculum Nights. We 
value the opportunity to interact with our students’ families and are grateful to you for 



taking time out of your full schedules to be actively present for these important 
events. 

 
        Gratefully, 
 
        Jane O. Lizotte 
        Heather G. Gablaski 
        Karen R. Gutekanst 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Day Schedule This Week: 
 
Monday- Day 1 
Tuesday-Day 2 
Wednesday-Day 3 
Thursday-Day 4 
Friday-Day 5 
 
Important Messages: 
 

1. Sherwood Middle School Musical~Congratulations, Cast and Crew! 
2. Announcing the Grade 6 SMS Speech Team 
3. SMS Fall After School Activities Program (ASAP) are here 
4. First PTO meeting is 9/24 from 6-7 p.m. in the OMS Media Center 
5. Check out #ShrewsburyLearns on Twitter! 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
THE SHERWOOD MUSICAL  
 
We are pleased to announce the Sherwood Musical, The Pied Piper of Hamelin.  
The complete cast list has been posted outside Room 274.  With auditions 
successfully completed (almost 100 children auditioned!) we are ready to start 
rehearsing.  Information for the first two rehearsals appears below.  Children will have 
time before we begin, if you’d like to provide them with a snack to eat.  
 
Incidentally, if your child auditioned but has decided not to participate, contact a 
director immediately.  We will need to assign another child to your child’s role. Please 
don’t rely on your child or another cast member to report this.  Thanks.  
 



Finally, there will be two performances of the musical in December.  Please mark your 
calendars now! Both shows will begin at 7 PM and will be at Oak Middle School. 
 
Friday, December 7th and Saturday December 8th 
 
And now…ON WITH THE SHOW! 
 
Mr. David Lien, Director dlien@shrewsbury.k12.ma.us 
Ms. Deb Bonneau, Music Director and Producer 
    dbonneau@shrewsbury.k12.ma.us 
 

Schedule for This Week 
 
 Monday, September 17:    
  Full cast report to room 274, the chorus room, after school.  
  Pickup is 5 PM at the main entrance to Sherwood.*  
  
 Wednesday September 19:  
  Full cast report to room 274, the chorus room, after school. 
 
 Wednesday September 19: 4:45 PM  
 Parent Meeting in the gym.  Students will join you there to be picked up.  
 (Extended day students will proceed to the cafeteria.) If you are unable to attend, 
please designate someone to pick up the materials for you.  
 
*Please remind your child to wait in the office in the event you are running late.   
  Thanks in advance for your punctuality!  
 
For questions, please email David Lien (Oak Middle School drama teacher) at 
dlien@shrewsbury.k12.ma.us 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The Grade 6 Sherwood Speech Team 
 
The Sherwood Speech Team: There will be an informational student meeting in 
the Sherwood Media Center on Monday, October 1st, from 3:00 – 4:00 
PM for all 6th grade students interested in participating in the Sherwood Speech 
Team this year. At the meeting, students will learn more about competitive speech, 
what is required of students and families, and how to sign up to be a part of the team. 
This meeting is only for 6th Grade Students interested in the Speech Team. We will 
hold an information night for parents later in the fall. Please contact Ms. Manos with 
questions (cmanos@shrewsbury.k12.ma.us). 



 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The fall session of the SMS Fall After School Activities Program (ASAP) begins 
the week of October 1st and ends on November 30th. The fall ASAP lineup is all set 
with 6 different classes.  Registration opens on Wednesday morning, September 19th. 
Please register and pay through the parent portal.  All the classes are listed on the 
Sherwood ASAP web page. Please visit the Activities page of the Sherwood website 
for information about the classes, cost, dates, and times. 
https://schools.shrewsburyma.gov/sherwood/after-school-activities-program 
 
Classes for the fall session include the Running and Walking Club, Ceramics, 3D 
Printing, Yoga, Chess, and Outdoor Fun. 
 
Please note: Classes are filled on a first-come, first-served basis and your spot is 
not reserved until you have completed your payment. 

 
 
The First PTO meeting of the year is scheduled for Monday, 9/24 from 6 p.m.-
7 p.m. at OMS. Childcare will be provided. More news to follow! 
 
Please join SMS and OMS parents and caregivers at the PTO Social (Girls 
Night Out!) for a wine tasting at Broken Creek Vineyard, located at 614 South 
Street, Shrewsbury, on October 4th, from 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. Wine tasting, light 
appetizers, laughter, and conversation will be available to all. Everyone is welcome! 
 
The cost of the ticket is $25. Only 47 tickets are available! Cash or check payable to 
SMS PTO. Please contact Jenn Luke with any questions that you have: 
JLuke88@gmail.com 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 
 


