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State of the District

•We have insufficient resources to meet 
student needs.

•We are innovating and collaborating to try 
and cope with increased demands. 

•We are concerned that the quality of the 
education provided to Shrewsbury students 
is deteriorating.
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Effects of high class sizes

•Compromised quantity and quality of 
attention, instruction, and feedback; 
ultimately lower student achievement

•Compromised physical, social & 
emotional classroom environments

• Increased teacher workload leaves less 
time for involvement in educational 
initiatives
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Out-of-date curriculum, 
instructional materials & 

technology

• Not up-to-date with state-mandated 
curriculum changes, due to insufficient 
funding, personnel, and time to make this 
shift (especially in mathematics) 

• Our students have already started being 
tested on updated state curriculum, and we 
are out of alignment

• Underinvestment in textbooks and 
technology has created obstacles to learning 
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State Performance Rating: 
Downgraded

2012 

District and all schools rated Level 1

2013

District downgraded from Level 1 to Level 2 

5 of 7 schools downgraded from Level 1 to Level 2
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State Performance Rating: 
Downgraded

• Performance on state’s “Progress and 
Performance Index” uses past four years of 
MCAS data

• 2013 rating lower overall and in 7 of 9 student 
subgroups 

• Level 1 = 24% of districts, 31% of schools in MA

• Level 2 = 57% of districts, 48% of schools in MA

6

Thursday, September 26, 2013



Lower Scores on
Progress & Performance Index
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Student Group 2012 2013 Change

All Students 88 86 -2

High Needs 74 68 -6

Low Income 79 69 -10

ELL/Former ELL 94 85 -9

Students w/Disabilities 51 56 +5

Asian 100 98 -2

African American/Black 77 71 -6

Hispanic/Latino 77 72 -5

Multi-race/Non-His. Lat. 95 100 +5

White 94 86 -8

Some achievement gaps widening
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English Language Arts MCAS: 
Achievement Maintained
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Mathematics MCAS: 
Achievement Maintained
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Science/Technology MCAS: 
Achievement Maintained
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English Language Arts MCAS: 
Weaker Growth
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English Language Arts MCAS: 
Weaker Growth
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Mathematics MCAS: 
Weaker Growth
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Mathematics MCAS: 
Weaker Growth
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2009 2013
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Median Student Growth Percentiles: 
Large Drop 
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Year 2009 2012 2013
5 Year Change

1 Year Change

ELA 64 59 54
-10
-5

Math 60 59 51
-9
-8
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• Downgrade from Level 1 to Level 2 is very 
concerning; achievement gap is widening.

• Overall achievement levels were maintained. 

• Student growth weakened considerably. 

What do the results tell us?
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Results require resources
“Unfortunately, the successes we’ve achieved 
are not sustainable given the revenues 
available....  We have been also been deferring 
key needs and cutting the very resources we 
need to meet our core mission.  If we do not 
reverse this trend, the quality of education in 
Shrewsbury will deteriorate, and that would be 
bad news for us all.”

(From Superintendent’s Corner column in the 
Shrewsbury School Journal, Spring 2013)
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Overall challenge for 
2013-2014

• Limit further damage to the quality of 
education in Shrewsbury, while 
implementing multiple new mandates, 
despite significant resource limitations. 
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•We have insufficient resources to meet 
student needs.

•We are innovating and collaborating to try 
and cope with increased demands. 

•We are concerned that the quality of the 
education provided to Shrewsbury students 
is deteriorating.

State of the District
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