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How	  the	  data	  is	  derived

• Expenditures:	  	  All	  Massachusetts	  school	  districts	  
are	  required	  to	  annually	  report	  their	  revenues	  
and	  expenditures	  to	  the	  Department	  of	  
Elementary	  and	  Secondary	  Education	  using	  a	  
standard	  format	  called	  the	  End	  of	  Year	  Report

• Pupils:	  All	  Massachusetts	  school	  districts	  are	  
required	  to	  report	  their	  student	  enrollment	  data	  
and	  demographics	  three	  times	  per	  year	  via	  the	  
Student	  Information	  Management	  System



Who	  publishes	  the	  data	  and	  when

• Who:	  	  The	  average	  per	  pupil	  	  expenditure	  data	  
for	  each	  school	  district	  is	  calculated	  and	  
published	  by	  the	  Department	  of	  Elementary	  
and	  Secondary	  Education	  and	  available	  on	  
their	  website.

• When:	  	  Typically	  the	  data	  is	  published	  in	  
February	  or	  March	  of	  each	  for	  the	  preceding	  
fiscal	  year.	  	  FY15	  data	  was	  published	  on	  
2/29/2016.



What	  goes	  into	  the	  calculation

• Spending	  from	  all	  funds
• The	  following	  funding	  sources	  are	  all	  included	  in	  the	  functional	  

expenditure	  per	  pupil	  measure.
– school	  committee	  appropriations
– municipal	  appropriations	  outside	  the	  school	  committee	  budget	  that	  

affect	  schools
– federal	  grants
– state	  grants
– circuit	  breaker	  funds
– private	  grants	  and	  gifts
– school	  choice	  and	  other	  tuition	  revolving	  funds
– athletic	  funds
– school	  lunch	  funds
– other	  local	  receipts	  such	  as	  rentals	  and	  insurance	  receipts



Shrewsbury	  v.	  State	  Average



Shrewsbury	  v.	  State	  Median

• FY15	  State	  Median =	  	  $14,422
• FY15	  Shrewsbury =	  	  $13,163

– $1,259	  below	  median
– 8.7%	  below	  median



Shrewsbury	  v.	  
“Comparable	  Communities”

MA	  DESE	  determines	  comparable	  communities	  by	  district	  grades	  span,	  total	  enrollment,	  and	  
special	  student	  populations.



Shrewsbury	  v.	  
Assabet Valley	  Collaborative	  Communities

Source:	  	  MA	  Department	  of	  Elementary	  and	  Secondary	  Education



Shrewsbury	  v.	  Similar	  Size	  Districts



Shrewsbury	  v.	  Districts	  with	  Similar	  
Income/Capita



Shrewsbury	  v.	  Districts	  with	  Similar	  
EQV/Capita



PPX	  Sub-‐Group	  Analysis



PPX	  Sub-‐Group	  Analysis

SPS
expend- state   SPS  v.  State Ranking Percentile
iture  per average average SPS  out  of  310 100%  =  Top
pupil per  pupil per  pupil districts,  1=Highest 1%=Bottom

Administration 294.78 530.11 -235 303 2%



PPX	  Sub-‐Group	  Analysis

SPS
expend- state   SPS  v.  State Ranking Percentile
iture  per average average SPS  out  of  310 100%  =  Top
pupil per  pupil per  pupil districts,  1=Highest 1%=Bottom

Instructional  Leadership   754.67 971.81 -217 239 23%



PPX	  Sub-‐Group	  Analysis

SPS
expend- state   SPS  v.  State Ranking Percentile
iture  per average average SPS  out  of  310 100%  =  Top
pupil per  pupil per  pupil districts,  1=Highest 1%=Bottom

Classroom  and  Specialist  Teachers 5,039.71 5,607.52 -568 225 27%



PPX	  Sub-‐Group	  Analysis

SPS
expend- state   SPS  v.  State Ranking Percentile
iture  per average average SPS  out  of  310 100%  =  Top
pupil per  pupil per  pupil districts,  1=Highest 1%=Bottom

Other  Teaching  Services 1,391.59 1,168.44 223 82 74%



PPX	  Sub-‐Group	  Analysis

SPS
expend- state   SPS  v.  State Ranking Percentile
iture  per average average SPS  out  of  310 100%  =  Top
pupil per  pupil per  pupil districts,  1=Highest 1%=Bottom

Professional  Development 154.12 198.11 -44 156 50%



PPX	  Sub-‐Group	  Analysis

SPS
expend- state   SPS  v.  State Ranking Percentile
iture  per average average SPS  out  of  310 100%  =  Top
pupil per  pupil per  pupil districts,  1=Highest 1%=Bottom

Instructional  Materials,  Equipment  and  Technology417.43 430.36 -13 123 60%



PPX	  Sub-‐Group	  Analysis

SPS
expend- state   SPS  v.  State Ranking Percentile
iture  per average average SPS  out  of  310 100%  =  Top
pupil per  pupil per  pupil districts,  1=Highest 1%=Bottom

Guidance,  Counseling  and  Testing 376.31 438.96 -63 214 31%



PPX	  Sub-‐Group	  Analysis

SPS
expend- state   SPS  v.  State Ranking Percentile
iture  per average average SPS  out  of  310 100%  =  Top
pupil per  pupil per  pupil districts,  1=Highest 1%=Bottom

Pupil  Services 1,268.90 1,435.42 -167 179 42%



PPX	  Sub-‐Group	  Analysis

SPS
expend- state   SPS  v.  State Ranking Percentile
iture  per average average SPS  out  of  310 100%  =  Top
pupil per  pupil per  pupil districts,  1=Highest 1%=Bottom

Operations  and  Maintenance 845.16 1,144.31 -299 285 8%



PPX	  Sub-‐Group	  Analysis

SPS
expend- state   SPS  v.  State Ranking Percentile
iture  per average average SPS  out  of  310 100%  =  Top
pupil per  pupil per  pupil districts,  1=Highest 1%=Bottom

Insurance,  Retirement  Programs  and  Other 1,583.86 2,490.06 -906 280 10%



PPX	  Sub-‐Group	  Analysis

SPS
expend- state   SPS  v.  State Ranking Percentile
iture  per average average SPS  out  of  310 100%  =  Top
pupil per  pupil per  pupil districts,  1=Highest 1%=Bottom

Expenditures  Within  The  District 12,127 14,415 -2289 265 15%



PPX	  Sub-‐Group	  Analysis

SPS
expend- state   SPS  v.  State Ranking Percentile
iture  per average average SPS  out  of  310 100%  =  Top
pupil per  pupil per  pupil districts,  1=Highest 1%=Bottom

Expenditures  Outside  the  District 30,385.53 21,549.46 8836 125 60%



Other	  Facts

• Shrewsbury	  ranks	  #247	  of	  310	  school	  districts	  
reported	  thus	  far.	  [Data	  for	  12	  districts	  is	  not	  yet	  published.]
– This	  is	  bottom	  20th percentile

• *Shrewsbury	  ranks	  #69	  of	  351	  Commonwealth	  
communities	  in	  income	  per	  capita	  at	  $48,242
– This	  is	  the	  top	  20th percentile

• *State	  average	  income	  per	  capita	  is	  $37,658	  and	  
median	  is	  $31,708

• *Department	  of	  Revenue	  data	  from	  2013-‐latest	  available



Conclusions

• The	  different	  data	  sets	  all	  affirm	  Shrewsbury	  
Public	  Schools	  is	  a	  comparatively	  “cost-‐
efficient”	  organization

• If	  S.P.S.	  were	  spending	  at	  the	  state	  average	  per	  
pupil,	  our	  budget	  would	  have	  to	  increase	  by	  
$10.9M	  	  [6221.5	  pupil	  FTE	  x	  $1,756]

• When	  comparing	  like-‐sized	  districts,	  
Shrewsbury’s	  per	  pupil	  cost	  for	  
“Administration”	  ranks	  20th out	  of	  21	  districts


