
Shrewsbury	  Public	  Schools	  
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December	  2,	  2015	  
Comprehensive	  Overview	  of	  Special	  
EducaCon	  Programs,	  Supports,	  and	  

Services	  



Laws	  and	  Regula-ons	  

•  PL	  (Pubic	  Law)	  105-‐17	  

•  1997	  amendments	  to	  the	  
Individuals	  with	  DisabiliCes	  
EducaCon	  Act	  (IDEA)	  

Federal	  

• 1975,	  P.L.	  94-‐142	  FAPE	  

• First	  major	  special	  educaCon	  law	  was	  Chapter	  
766	  of	  the	  Acts	  of	  1972	  

• MGL	  c.71B	  

• RegulaCon	  603	  CMR	  28.00	  

State	  



Eligibility	  for	  special	  educa-on	  
services	  

Child	  Find	  

Pre-‐Referral	  

IniCal	  Referral	  



Programs	  and	  Services	  	  	  
Parker	  Road	  Preschool	  

Integrated	  
Classrooms	  	  

Walk-‐in/
ICnerant	  
Services	  

EducaConal	  
Learning	  
Center	  
(ELC)	  

Intensive	  
Preschool	  
Program	  



Preschool	  Learning	  



Preschool	  WriCng	  



Preschool	  Social	  EmoConal	  Learning	  



Programs	  and	  Services	  	  	  
Elementary	  K-‐4	  

Inclusion	  
Support	  

Learning	  
Skills	  

Intensive	  
Learning	  
Supports	  

EducaConal	  
Learning	  
Center	  
(ELC)	  



Elementary	  Learning	  



On	  the	  Playground	  with	  Friends	  



Elementary	  MulC-‐Sensory	  Learnring	  



Programs	  and	  Services	  	  	  
Middle	  Schools	  5-‐8	  

Co-‐Taught	  

Grade	  (5&6)	  

Learning	  Skills/
Academic	  
Supports	  

ILC	  

Intensive	  
Learning	  Center	  

ELC	  

EducaConal	  
Learning	  Center	  

EssenCal	  Skills	  

Homework	  
Helpers	  	  

Grade	  (5&6)	  

Inclusion	  
Support	  



Middle	  School	  -‐	  Learning	  





Reading,	  WriCng,	  ArithmeCc	  =	  Cooking	  



Middle	  Independent	  Living	  Skills	  



Middle	  Shopping	  



Middle	  VocaConal	  Skills	  



Programs	  and	  Services	  	  	  
High	  School	  9-‐12	  

Inclusion	  Support	  

Learning	  Skills	  

ELC	  

EducaConal	  
Learning	  Center	  

P.A.C.E.	  (PromoCng	  
Academic	  

ConnecCons	  and	  
Engagement	  ):	  

In-‐School	  Work	  
Experience	  

Mobile	  On	  Site	  
VocaConal	  
EducaCon	  
(M.O.V.E)	  

TransiCon	  



Learning	  on	  the	  iPads	  



TransiCon	  Skills	  



Different	  Types	  of	  Learning	  

Perseverance	  



Unified	  Basketball	  Team	  



Unified	  Basketball	  Team	  



M.O.V.E.	  -‐	  Mobile	  On	  Site	  VocaConal	  EducaCon	  



Clinical	  and	  psychological	  services	  

Psychologists	  and	  
Adjustment	  
Counselors	  

• Clinical	  
CoordinaCon	  

Psychiatric	  
ConsultaCon	  	  

• Family	  
Success	  
Partnership	  	  

	  Partnership	  with	  
UMass	  Child	  
Psychiatry	  
Fellowship	  
Program	  	  

• You	  
Inc.	  



Behavior	  Data	  



Check	  and	  Reflect	  



First	  Results	  One	  School	  



Related	  services	  

Speech-‐Language	  
Pathology	  and	  
Audiology	  

InterpreCng	   Physical	  Therapy	  

OccupaConal	  
Therapy	   Counseling	   Structured	  

Reading	  



Related	  services	  con-nued	  

OrientaCon	  
and	  Mobility	  

School	  
Health/	  Nurse	  

Paraprofessional	  
Support	  

AugmentaCve	  
CommunicaCon	  

Parent	  Counseling	  and	  
Training	  

Teacher	  of	  Visual	  
Impairments	  

Social	  Work	  



Community	  Support	  Services	  

Shrewsbury	  Youth	  and	  
Family	  Services	  

School	  Resource	  Officer	  	  

Mobile	  Crisis	  Team	  	  

You	  Inc	  	  

Children’s	  Behavioral	  
Health	  IniCaCve	  (CBHI	  

UMass	  Psychiatry	  
Fellowship	  Program	  



Our	  Nurses	  are	  Teachers	  TOO!!	  



Occupa-onal	  and	  Physical	  Therapy	  



Speech	  and	  Language	  



Out	  of	  District	  –	  The	  Right	  Place	  



The	  Right	  Place	  



DISTRICT	  ACCOMPLISHMENTS	  
•  Students’	  access	  to	  technology	  including	  iPads	  
•  Teachers	  increased	  access	  to	  technology	  
•  Interagency	  TransiCon	  Team	  at	  the	  high	  school	  
•  Students’	  access	  to	  the	  community	  
•  Response	  to	  IntervenCon	  support	  across	  all	  schools	  
•  Piloted	  a	  process	  for	  assessing	  the	  needs	  of	  students	  to	  access	  educaConal	  supports	  and	  services	  
•  Development	  of	  a	  consistent	  process	  for	  transiCons	  from	  building	  to	  building	  
•  Trained	  over	  200	  staff	  in	  Youth	  Mental	  Health	  First	  Aid	  
•  ConCnued	  work	  with	  Family	  Success	  Partnership	  
•  Supports	  and	  services	  to	  address	  Mental	  Health	  challenges	  
•  ConCnued	  refinement	  and	  implementaCon	  of	  social	  skills	  instrucCon	  
•  Homework	  Helpers	  program	  funded	  at	  grades	  5	  &	  6,	  due	  to	  the	  unique	  factors	  of	  increased	  curriculum	  

rigor	  and	  higher	  level	  thinking,	  paired	  with	  increased	  expectaCons	  for	  student	  independence,	  resulCng	  in	  
struggle	  for	  many	  students	  with	  disabiliCes	  and	  their	  families	  

•  Development	  of	  ILC	  program	  at	  5-‐6	  level,	  to	  meet	  the	  needs	  of	  a	  populaCon	  of	  students	  who	  were	  
underserved	  by	  the	  previous	  models	  available	  at	  this	  level.	  

•  Expansion	  of	  counseling	  and	  social	  skills	  provision	  at	  the	  middle	  level,	  due	  to	  district	  funding	  of	  addiConal	  
part	  Cme	  adjustment	  counselors	  at	  both	  schools	  

•  Increased	  ability	  of	  all	  district	  schools	  to	  gauge	  school	  climate	  related	  specifically	  to	  social/emoConal	  
learning	  via	  newly	  implemented	  Mental	  Health	  Check	  and	  Reflect	  

•  survey	  and	  resulCng	  analysis	  of	  student	  well-‐being.	  



CHALLENGES	  
•  Nature	  of	  special	  educaCon	  enCtlement	  program	  -‐	  mandates	  that	  are	  unfunded	  
•  No	  single	  definiCon	  of	  FAPE	  (Free,	  Appropriate	  Public	  EducaCon)	  

•  No	  single	  definiCon	  of	  EffecCve	  Progress	  in	  the	  general	  curriculum	  
•  Level	  of	  disabiliCes	  requiring	  complex	  services	  and	  therapies	  
•  ConsideraCon	  for	  space	  needed	  to	  deliver	  services	  

•  Limited	  pool	  of	  special	  educators	  and	  therapists	  in	  relaConship	  to	  the	  increases	  of	  eligible	  students	  
•  ConCnued	  increase	  in	  costs	  associated	  with	  special	  educaCon	  and	  service	  delivery	  
•  State	  system	  for	  approving	  out	  of	  district	  programs	  tuiCons	  and	  approvals	  for	  restructuring	  
•  Time	  for	  general	  educaCon	  and	  special	  educaCon	  to	  collaborate	  on	  the	  needs	  of	  students	  and	  service	  delivery	  

•  Space	  to	  create	  in-‐district	  programs	  enabling	  students	  who	  are	  in	  out	  of	  district	  programs	  to	  return	  
•  MCAS/PARCC	  and	  the	  support	  required	  for	  students	  to	  achieve	  proficiency	  
•  CoordinaCon	  with	  other	  state	  agencies	  (DCF,	  DDS,	  DMH,	  MRC,	  etc.)	  
•  Increase	  in	  need	  for	  home	  services	  

•  Drop	  out	  rate	  
•  Psychiatric	  and	  mental	  health	  issues	  
•  Increased	  need	  for	  reading	  services	  

•  Complex	  family	  needs	  and	  an	  increase	  of	  emoConal	  needs	  of	  students	  
•  Lack	  of	  capacity	  for	  regular	  educaCon	  to	  support	  mental	  health	  and	  behavioral	  needs	  
•  Differences	  in	  models	  of	  service	  delivery	  at	  varying	  levels/buildings,	  resulCng	  in	  confusion	  and/or	  disappointment	  from	  

parents	  when	  services	  change	  between	  levels/buildings	  

•  Students	  with	  unique	  presentaCon	  who	  do	  not	  fit	  neatly	  within	  idenCfied	  service	  delivery	  models	  
•  Lack	  of	  training	  for	  and	  collaboraCon	  with	  paraprofessional	  staff	  to	  support	  students	  and	  carry	  out	  programs	  designed	  
•  UNPREDICTABILITY	  



THANK	  YOU	  

QUESTIONS	  


