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I. Introduction:

In our pursuit of educational excellence, it is imperative to critically assess the merits
and drawbacks of maintaining neighborhood elementary schools versus the option of
school consolidation. This memo aims to provide an evidence-based overview, drawing
upon reputable sources to support our understanding of these considerations.

II. Neighborhood Elementary Schools:

Pros:

 1. Community Engagement: Neighborhood schools promote community
engagement and parental involvement, as noted by Epstein, J. L. (2010) in
"School, Family, and Community Partnerships: Preparing Educators and
Improving Schools."

 
 2. Accessibility: The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) reports that

proximity to schools positively correlates with attendance rates, reducing
absenteeism due to transportation challenges (NCES, 2018).

 
 3. Cultural Connection: A study by the American Educational Research Journal

(McFarland et al., 2019) emphasizes the importance of culturally relevant
education, which neighborhood schools often provide by reflecting the local
community's diversity.

Page 1 of 3



Cons:

 1. Resource Disparities: The National Association of Elementary School
Principals (NAESP) acknowledges resource disparities among schools based on
community economic status, potentially hindering educational equity (NAESP,
2017).

 
 2. Limited Diversity of Programs: Smaller schools face challenges in offering a

diverse range of programs, as highlighted by a report from the National Center for
Education Research (NCER, 2016).

III. School Consolidation:

Pros:

 1. Economies of Scale: A meta-analysis by Duncombe and Yinger (2005) in the
Journal of Urban Economics suggests that school consolidation can result in
significant cost savings through economies of scale.

 
 2. Enhanced Academic Programs: The RAND Corporation's research (Bifulco et

al., 2015) indicates that larger schools often have the capacity to offer a more
extensive array of academic and extracurricular programs.

 
 3. Equalized Resources: The National Education Association (NEA) recognizes

consolidation as a potential solution for addressing resource inequalities,
ensuring a more even distribution of funds (NEA, 2018).

Cons:

 1. Loss of Community Connection: A study in the Journal of Education Finance
and Policy (Hough, Murdock, & Robert, 2019) notes concerns about the potential
loss of community identity and connection associated with school consolidation.

 
 2. Transportation Challenges: The American School Board Journal (ASBJ) warns

about increased transportation costs and logistical challenges resulting from
longer student commutes post-consolidation (ASBJ, 2016).
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 3. Potential Resistance: The Journal of Education Finance (Bifulco & Reback,
2014) discusses community resistance as a common challenge in school
consolidation efforts.

IV. Conclusion:

This comprehensive examination, grounded in reputable sources, underscores the
nuanced considerations surrounding neighborhood elementary schools and school
consolidation. Informed decision-making, guided by these insights, will be crucial in
shaping the future of our educational landscape.
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