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Background

Enrollment projections are an essential element in short- and long-term school planning. We
use enrollment projections for near-term class size and staff planning, as well as long-term
projections for capital planning purposes. Enrollment projection models provide Shrewsbury
three key elements of our budget development:

● evidence of trusted information to make enrollment projections
● short-term planning to make accurate projections for the number of sections and

staffing needed each year to address School Committee class size guidelines
● long-term capital planning that projects enrollment trends over time to keep pace

with physical space needs and evolving mandates for educating students

Enrollment Projection Models

The following projection methods provide Shrewsbury with a trusted source of information
to forecast student enrollment.

● Town Manager’s [TM] Enrollment Report
○ conducted annually. This is a standard cohort survival method using a

five-year average for each cohort survival ratio.
● New England School Development Council [NESDEC] Enrollment Report

○ conducted annually through membership with the Council. This is a three-year
cohort survival method for grades 1-12 and a 99% survival ratio for birth to
kindergarten.

● The McKibben Report
○ This was a one-time report conducted in March 2022 as part of the PreK-12

Capital Investment and Assessment Study. This uses a Cohort-Component
Method, which forecasts future population based on the survival of the
existing population and the births that will occur.
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Short-term enrollment projections

Short-term enrollment projections offer greater accuracy due to the known factors based on
current enrollment and birth rate actuals. Chart 1 below details the enrollment projection
from The Town Manager and NESDEC projections to the actual number of students
enrolled as of October 1, 2023. The data shows an accuracy percentage of 1.29 to 1.54
variance between the projections and the actual number of enrollments for 2023-2024.

Chart 1: Enrollments projected versus actual for 2023-2024
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Highlights

The accuracy of these projections provides a strong set of data for short-term class size
decisions, however there are limiting factors that do not account for sudden changes in
enrollment that may impact the forecast formula. Highlighted above, the actual numbers in
Grades 7, 9 and 10 have greater variances. This is information that the School Department
attributes to upstream causes such as the loss of access to Assabet Regional Technical High
School in Grade 9 and 10. Acceptance to the recently formed St. John’s Middle School has
an impact in Grade 7, with 15 students from Shrewsbury enrolling in that program. The
District is also monitoring the impact on migration to Shrewsbury, including the unexpected
settling of homeless families and potential impacts across all levels (and would not have
been factored into enrollment formulas.) Graph 1 below shows the variances across grade
spans.

Graph 1: 2023-2024 Projections versus Actual Enrollments
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Assabet Regional Technical High School

We continue to monitor the decrease in enrollment at Assabet Regional Technical High
School numbers as a result of the change in policy for accepting Shrewsbury students into
their program. Graph 2 below show the decline in Assabet Enrollments with the projection
of 0 students attending by 2026-2027.

Graph 2: Assabet Regional Technical high School Enrollment: Impact on High School
Projections

Planning for FY25

Chart 2 below compares the October 1, 2023 enrollment numbers by grade level with the
2024-2025 projections from the Town Manager’s Office and NESDEC. The goal is to use
these three data sets to build class sections and right-fit staffing. As a continuation from the
data above, Grades 7 and 9 continue to project measurably higher variances, as does Grade
4. Regardless of these variances, the overall K-12 enrollment (Totals in Chart 2 below)
provides a level of accuracy that is not projecting impactful changes to FY25 class size and
staffing preparation.
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Chart 2: Projection comparison: K-12 for 2024-2025 School Year

Preschool

For comparison purposes, preschool has not been factored into the short- and long-term
projections shown above due to this cohort not being part of the Town Manager’s
calculation. Parker Road Preschool currently has a set number of seats it can offer through
multiple programs based on day, time of day, and program need. Ten year projections for
preschool shows a fixed enrollment of 242 students due to this being the maximum number
of seats currently available.

Parker Road Preschool continues to review trends of interest in preschool from our
community to monitor if it is the right-size fit for families, and the School Department will
continue to monitor trends at the state level as conversations continue around universal
public preschool.
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Long-term planning

Long-term enrollment projections provide data for capital planning purposes that project
enrollment trends over time to keep pace with physical space needs and evolving mandates
for educating students. Graph 2 below depicts the three K-12 projection models at
three-year intervals as compared to the 2023-2024 actual enrollment. All three projections
show a slow and marginal decrease in enrollment over the projected term.

Graph 2: 10 Year Enrollment Projections
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Post-pandemic: birth rates

A factor in declining enrollment projections is the low birth rate totals from 2020 and 2022,
which one would equate to the COVID-19 pandemic. From 2011 through 2019, Shrewsbury
averaged 340 births per year. 2020 and 2022 are exceptions from the average and will have
a down-stream impact on 10 year projections.

Chart 3: Birth Rates as a factor for long-term projections

Summary

The enclosed enrollment projection models allow us to complete our short-term staff
planning for the 2023-2024 school year. This takes into account the quantitative projections
of enrollment trends over time through our projection models, as well as qualitative
projections identifying variables such as Assabet and St. John’s acceptance rates, migration
to Shrewsbury, and potential changes to preschool.

The projection models also provide critical data for long-term capital planning with 10-year
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enrollment projections. This is critical to our work with our current Statement of Interest to
the Massachusetts School Building Authority for the potential expansion of Shrewsbury
High School, as well as our PreK-4 Space Planning Committee to make recommendations on
long-term capital planning for preschool and elementary facilities and programming.
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