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Are our students meeting key targets?

● Why we are implementing a 
universal screener 

● What the Star assessment can 
tell us, and

● How the Star assessment is 
useful 



information educators can use

● Why we are implementing a 
universal screener

● What the Star assessment 
measures, and

● How the Star assessment is 
useful to us



THIS TOOL ALigns with our strategic goals for 2022:
LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS WHERE EVERYONE'S SUCCESS 
MATTERS

● Create a common understanding of the benefits of inclusive schools and develop a shared, 
systematic approach to ensure that everyone has equitable access and opportunity for 
successful learning

● Ensure that all staff actively participate in professional development focused on inclusive 
and culturally proficient practices that improve learning and school cultures

● Analyze data related to academic performance and other indicators of success to identify 
existing gaps among populations; determine and implement action steps for improvement; 
and demonstrate success at closing these gaps



The power of a universal screening tool

Universal screening is the systematic
assessment of all students on academic
and/or social-emotional indicators for the
purpose of identifying students who are at-
risk, and may require support that varies in
terms of level, intensity, and duration.



Students’ skills are built on a solid foundation

Tier 3: The Core + Even more

Tier 2: The Core + More

Tier 1: The Core
Taken from the DESE’s MTSS Mobilization Guide



Information teams can use
● Most students take 15-20 minutes to 

complete each assessment. 
● AFTER testing, educators will have 

the information they need to 
understand students’ strengths and 
needs

● Teachers can assign work matched to 
needs within the platform- or not. 



A good TOOL ~ at the right time

● Why we are implementing a 
universal screener 

● What the Star assessment does, 
and

● How the Star assessment will 
be useful to us



The basics



STAR is an adaptive software program
● Responses to questions 

reveal student 
understanding

● The program adjusts 
based on student 
answers, both correct and 
incorrect- this takes time

● The program takes 
snapshots AND allows us 
to monitor progress 
between snapshots



A screener score is a snapshot
What’s the big picture? ● Math scores are 

recovering faster than 
reading.

● Students in upper grades 
have the biggest gaps.

● We need to consider 
multiple measures as we 
track student progress.

● We need to focus on both 
instruction AND 
intervention. 



What will we learn? 



A TOOL to HELP

● Why we are implementing a 
universal screener 

● What the Star assessment is, 
and

● How the Star assessment will 
be useful to us



Assessment informs instruction
Elementary 
educators in 
use the 
Developmental 
Reading 
Assessment 
(DRA) to 
monitor 
progress for 
students in 
grades K-4



Growing practice means shifting assessment practice



Scaled scores allow us to predict success or struggle



data we can use



Star Data for Grade 4
● This graph 

shows the most 
recent Star 
Reading 
assessment 
results for 
Grade 4 
students.

● Current Gr. 4 
students missed 
foundational 
literacy 
instruction



INTERIM ASSESSMENTS



INTERIM ASSESSMENTS



Star allows us to track progress for all students K-8

Having this 
information in one 
platform makes 
managing 
intervention more 
efficient, and 
connects educator 
teams across 
levels and roles.



Students’ skills are built on a solid foundation

Tier 3: The Core + Even more

Tier 2: The Core + More

Tier 1: The Core
Taken from the DESE’s MTSS Mobilization Guide



What’s next?

Next Administration Windows

April 2023
June 2023



QUESTIONS?


