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MSBA PROCESS OVERVIEW

1. Eligibility Period

Your school Project 

invited to continue in the 

MSBA pipeline

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

2. Forming the Team

Select the Architect & 

establish the Propay

reimbursement process

3. Feasibility Study

Deliver an MSBA-approved 

Preliminary Design Program & 

Preferred Schematic Design

4. Schematic Design

Develop a final design 

program & in negotiating a 

Project Scope & Budget 

Agreement with the MSBA

5. Funding the Project

Secure community approval, 

funding, & negotiate the 

MSBA Project Funding 

Agreement

6. Detailed Design

Continue design, generate 

construction docs, procure 

bids, & award a 

construction contract

7. Construction

Start the construction 

process while keeping a 

close eye on budget, 

schedule, & more

8. Completion

Finalize permits, grant 

reimbursements, and 

move students into the 

new facility

YOU ARE HERE
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GENERAL PROJECT UPDATE

FEB 2019
DD submission delivered to MSBA (2.22.19)

2019 2020

MAY 2019
60% Construction Drawings/100% Demolition & 
Abatement/Site Enabling Drawings (5.7.19)

AUG 2019
90% Construction Drawings/100% 
Foundations & Structural Steel (8.14.19)

SEPT 2019
100% Construction Drawings (9.23.19)

OCT 2019
Trade Contractor 
bidding (TBD)MAR 2019

Estimate reconciliation mtg. (3.7.19)
DD supplemental MSBA submission (3.17.19)
Preliminary DD MSBA comments rcv’d (3.17.19)
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ESTIMATE RECONCILIATION MEETING 3.7.19

» Schematic Design: (Voter Approved 
Construction Budget) $74,111,830

» Design Development: Construction Budget 
$74,102,824

» Trending on Budget



5Beal Elementary School Project

CONSTRUCTION DRAWINGS OVERVIEW

100% Construction Drawings 9.23.19 

(Target)

Trade Contractor Bidding October 

2019

PACKAGE 1 PACKAGE 2 PACKAGE 3

60% Construction Drawings/100% 

Demolition & Abatement/Site 

Enabling Drawings 5.7.19 (Target)

Early Packages for 

Demo/Abatement/Site Enabling

School Building 

Committee/Board of Selectmen 

Approved Closing Lake St. For This 

Scope (~3 Months of Work)

90% Construction Drawings/100% 

Foundations & Structural Steel 

8.14.19 (Target)

Early Packages for 

Foundations/Structural Steel
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MGL DEFINITION OF PROPRIETARY ITEMS 

M.G.L. c.30, §39M(b) requires that proprietary specifications for public construction projects, including buildings,2 shall only be used “... for sound reasons in the public 
interest stated in writing in the public records of the awarding authority ... such writing to be prepared after reasonable investigation.” A 

governmental body must document the reasons and provide them in writing to anyone making a written request for the information. 

The governmental body therefore has the responsibility for ensuring that a reasonable investigation is conducted before proprietary specifications can be used in an invitation for bids (IFB) for a 

public construction project. For example, a reasonable investigation of roofing materials might involve researching commercially available roofing products, including costs, the expected useful life of 

the installed materials, available warranties, and results experienced by other owners who had purchased and installed various types of roofs. If, after obtaining this information, a governmental 
body determines that it cannot obtain the desired quality through open, competitive specifications, the decision to use the proprietary specifications is based on full information.

Thus, a governmental body must be able to document the basis for a decision to specify a proprietary product or a restrictive technical requirement. This documentation should be kept on file and 
made available promptly upon request. 

If after a reasonable investigation, the governmental body determines that the project requires use of proprietary specifications, the specifications must include an “or equal” clause. An “or equal” 

clause is a provision allowing bidders to furnish items that are equal to the specified items. Under the law, an item is considered equal if it: 

» Is at least equal in quality, durability, appearance, strength, and design; 

» Will perform the intended function at least equally; and 

» Conforms substantially, even with deviations, to the detailed requirements contained in the specifications.3 

The governmental body, through its designer, determines whether a bid item is equal to the item specified.

1 American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) is a non-profit private organization that sets testing standards for thousands of commercially available products. 

2 M.G.L. c.30, §39M(b) expressly applies to construction contracts procured under M.G.L. c.149, §§44A-M as well as to construction contracts procured under M.G.L. c. 30, §39M.

3 M.G.L. c.30, §39M(b).
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MSBA REQUIRED PROPRIETARY INFORMATION

Provide a list identifying all proposed proprietary items (if any)with an affidavit which shall indicate an elected body of the district (school committee, city or town council, or selectmen, -
but not an ad-hoc building committee) has been presented with proposals for proprietary requirements approval action, has had an opportunity to investigate, or to require staff or consultant 
investigation upon each item so proposed, and has majority voted in an open public session that is in the public interest to do so. Provide MSBA with a certified copy of the vote of the elected body.
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PROPRIETARY ITEMS LIST 
RECOMMENDED PROPRIETARY SPECIFICATION ITEMS:

Recommendations for the below items have been reviewed and discussed with the Town of Shrewsbury Public Works, Representatives from the School 
Department (Administrators, Teachers, etc…), Shrewsbury Life Safety/First Responders (SFD, SPD) who feel that for sound reasons in the public interest, the 
items presented here benefit the Town of Shrewsbury and should be procured as a proprietary specification.

Attached to your packet find recommendation letters from the Designer’s Consultants, written on behalf of the above representation from the district, for 
each of the items identified as beneficial proprietary item for the Beal ES and the Town of Shrewsbury.

RECOMMENDED PROPRIETARY SPECIFICATION ITEMS:

Flushometer Valves – Sloan Valve Company
Door Hardware – Sargent
Short Throw Projectors – Epson
Wireless Access Points – Aerohive
Network Switches – Cisco
Public Address System – Rauland
Access Controls System – Brivo
Digital Signage System – Apple TV set box
Telephone System – NEC
Video Surveillance – Exacq
Intrusion Detection System - Bosch
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Questions?
Thank you!

March 27,  2019 


