
SHREWSBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
100 MAPLE AVENUE 

SHREWSBURY, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Wednesday, November 18, 2020 
 

Present:  Ms. Sandy Fryc, Chairperson; Mr. Jon Wensky, Vice Chairperson; Ms. Lynsey Heffernan; Mr. 
Jason Palitsch; Mr. Patrick Collins, Assistant Superintendent for Finance and Operations (remote); Ms. 
Barb Malone, Director of Human Resources;  and Dr. Joseph Sawyer, Superintendent of Schools. 
Not present:  Dr. B. Dale Magee,  Secretary 
 
Due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, this meeting was not open to physical attendance 
by the public, but was broadcast live on SELCO Channels 29 & 329 and streamed live on the 
Shrewsbury Media Connection website. 
 
A complete audio/visual recording of this meeting is available on the Shrewsbury Public Schools 
website. 
 
The meeting was convened by Ms. Fryc at 7:02 pm. 
 
 
I. Public Participation 
None. 

 
II. Chairperson’s Report & Members’ Reports  
Ms. Fryc reported receiving an email from Mr. and Mrs. Peter Manolakos regarding submission of a 
counter petition seeking to keep the Colonial as the Shrewsbury High School (SHS) mascot, and noted an 
ad hoc mascot study group was being formed to study the issue by way of  a transparent, thoughtful, and 
respectful process. 
 
III. Superintendent’s Report 
Dr. Sawyer described the makeup of the ad hoc mascot study group and noted that SHS Principal Todd 
Bazydlo would be the lead administrator. Dr. Sawyer expressed appreciation for the high level of 
engagement around the issue in the community, but noted concerns relative to social media being used as 
a platform to communicate about the issue in a disrespectful manner, and urged the community to model 
civil discourse and respectful dialogue while participating in the discussion. Dr. Sawyer reported that the 
most recent edition of the Shrewsbury School Journal would be delivered to homes later in the week, and 
thanked all parties who contributed to its content and production. 
 
IV. Time Scheduled Appointments:  
A. Update on Reopening of the 2020-2021 School Year: Report  
Dr. Sawyer began the report with a summary of key messages, reasons to be proud, COVID-19 mitigation 
strategies, and the Governor’s Travel Order. Dr. Sawyer addressed the upcoming Thanksgiving holiday in 
the context of the pandemic and utilizing safe practices; current COVID-19 case counts in the district; 
current local and state public health data; medical literature regarding in-school transmission risk; and 
updated guidance around determining educational program changes. Ms. Malone presented an update on 



unemployment fraud experienced by Shrewsbury Public Schools (SPS) and detailed next steps for 
impacted staff, and presented data on staff quarantines since the start of the school year and the resultant 
impact to the district.  Mr. Collins provided an update on Food Services, noting increased participation in 
the lunch program; resumption of the breakfast program at several schools; and ongoing fiscal challenges 
for the department. Dr. Sawyer finished the report by presenting feedback from surveys to staff and 
district families on reopening of schools, highlighting data by theme, and providing a summary of 
important themes. 
Committee members expressed appreciation for the survey data and support for continuing the hybrid 
education program after the Thanksgiving holiday; asked clarifying questions around lunch for remote 
students, wellness support for families and staff, and disaggregation of survey data; and requested 
ongoing updates on budget information for Food Services. 
 
B. SHS Student Advisory Committee: Report  
Student Advisory Committee (SAC) student members Aabia Hasan (Chairperson), Maxfield Evers, David 
Lee, Nikhita Ram, and Anushka Mukhopadhyay presented remotely via the Zoom technology platform, 
and SHS Principal Todd Bazydlo attended the meeting in-person.  The students’ report included 
information on reopening SHS (schedules, work, hallways, lunches), student life (athletics, college 
applications, senior privileges), and student awareness (civic matters, mental health, advising). In 
response to questioning from the Committee, they provided information on types of additional mental 
health resources sought by students.  Dr. Sawyer expressed appreciation to SHS Teacher Andrew Smith, 
who recently stepped down as SAC Advisor, for his work in the role for several years, and thanked Mr. 
Bazydlo for stepping in to work with the SAC. 

 
C. Shrewsbury High School 2020 Enrollment and Class Size: Report  
In their report, Mr. Bazydlo and SHS Assistant Principal Greg Nevader provided historical enrollment 
data (ten years); current enrollment by cohort; historical data on average class size by department (hybrid 
this school year); historical average class size information (hybrid this school year) and noted 
complexities around scheduling resulting from students transitioning between cohorts. They also provided 
detailed information on Cohort D/fully remote learning including enrollment by grade; participation by 
special education students; staffing; online platforms being utilized; and data on students transitioning 
between remote and hybrid cohorts since the start of the year. Additional information was provided to the 
Committee on turnaround time to change learning models, trends in transitioning between models, growth 
capacity for Cohort D (there is room for growth), and School Counselor caseloads and access for students. 
 
V. Curriculum 
None. 

 
VI. Policy 
None. 
 
 
VII.Finance & Operations 
A. Fiscal Year 2022 Budget Guidelines & Priorities: Review & Vote  
Noting she was presenting on behalf of herself and Dr. Magee, Ms. Heffernan described the 
considerations that informed construction of the draft (including a budget crisis that preceded additional 
challenges brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic), detailed the budget priorities derived, and discussed 
the assumptions and guidance inherent in development of the Fiscal Year 2022 Budget.  Committee 
members expressed support for the draft Fiscal Year 2022 Budget Guidelines & Priorities. Dr. Sawyer 



addressed uncertainties around the potential future availability of federal stimulus funding and additional 
state funding, and Ms. Heffernan added that any federal stimulus funds would not help in addressing the 
ongoing structural budget deficit. 
On a motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by Mr. Wensky, the Committee voted unanimously to approve the 
Fiscal Year 2022 Budget Guidelines & Priorities. 

 
VIII. Old Business 
None. 
 
IX. New Business 
None. 
 
X. Approval of Minutes 
Without objections from the Committee, the minutes from the School Committee Meetings held on 
October 28 and November 4, 2020 were accepted as distributed. 

 
XI. Executive Session  
Ms. Fryc requested a motion to adjourn to Executive Session: 
A. for the purpose of addressing G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(7) “[t]o comply 
with, or act under the authority of, any general or special law or federal 
grant-in-aid requirements” (“Purpose 7”), Open Meeting Law, 
G.L. c. 30A, §§ 22(f), (g) – for the purpose of reviewing, approving, and/or  
releasing executive session minutes, and 
B. for the purpose of addressing G.L. c.  30A, § 21(a)(3) “to discuss strategy with respect to collective 
bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect of the bargaining or litigating 
position of the public body and the chair so declares” (“Purpose 3”) - the Shrewsbury Education 
Association Unit A, where deliberation in an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the 
bargaining position of the public body; and return to Open Session only for the purpose of adjourning for 
the evening. On a motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by Mr. Wensky, on a roll call vote: Ms. Heffernan, 
yes; Mr. Palitsch, yes;  Mr. Wensky, yes; and Ms. Fryc, yes, the Committee voted unanimously to adjourn 
to Executive Session at 8:59 pm. 
 

 
XII. Adjournment  
 
On a motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by Mr. Wensky, the committee unanimously agreed to adjourn the 
meeting at 9:30 pm. Roll call votes were as follows:  Ms. Heffernan, yes; Mr. Palitsch, yes; Mr. Wensky, 
yes; and Ms. Fryc, yes. 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Elizabeth McCollum, Clerk 
 
Documents referenced: 

1. Colonial Mascot Counter Petition Letter - November 17, 2020 
2. 2020-21 School Year Reopening Update Slide Presentation 



3. SHS SAC Report Agenda 
4. SHS Enrollment & Class Size Report 
5. SHS Enrollment & Class Size Slide Presentation 
6. FY22 Budget Guidelines & Priorities Draft 
7. Set(s) of minutes as referenced above 

 
 


