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Shrewsbury’s Vision for Our Graduates



Global Citizenship

● Learn from and engage collaboratively with 
individuals representing diverse cultures, 
religions and lifestyles in a spirit of mutual 
respect and open dialogue in personal, 
work, digital and community conversations

● Access, analyze and evaluate information 
in order to understand the local, national 
and global implications of civic decisions

~ excerpts from Global Citizenship



Collaboration & Communication

● Communicate for a range of 
purposes (e.g., to inform, 
instruct, motivate, and 
persuade)

● Articulate thoughts and ideas 
effectively through oral, 
written, and nonverbal 
communication skills, utilizing 
a variety of forms and media

~ excerpts from Collaboration & 
Communication



Framework Vision Statement:

All Massachusetts students 
should acquire a high level of 
linguistic and cultural proficiency 
in at least one world language. 
Proficiency in one or more world 
languages will empower 
students to use languages other 
than English to tell their own 
stories, understand the stories 
of others, and engage with their 
communities. 



Guiding Principles of the Framework

Include and benefit ALL students;

Teach cultural competency;

Produce high levels of linguistic and cultural competency;

Make meaningful, authentic, and real-life interactions using the target language;

Measure linguistic proficiency;

Encourage risk-taking and adopting a growth mindset;

Include relevant, cross-disciplinary content;

Make rigorous content accessible and appropriate for all through differentiation;

Connect students to peers in classroom, community, and speakers/signers throughout the world; and 

Promote social and emotional growth.



What’s proficiency got to do with it?

● Proficiency targets for courses 
(ACTFL Proficiency Levels)

○ Domains (communication, 
linguistic cultures, lifelong 
learning

■ Standards based on 
practices in that domain.



Organization of Standards

Source: Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.  (2021).  2021 

Massachusetts Curriculum Framework for World Languages.  



Massachusetts Seal of Biliteracy

● Governor Baker signed into law “An Act Relative 
to Language Opportunity for Our Kids” in 
November 2017

● Seal of Biliteracy is part of the act and “provides a 
means to recognize high school graduates who 
attain high functional and academic levels of 
proficiency in English and a foreign language, 
meaning that those students can function in those 
languages in authentic, real life situations.”

Source:

 Guidelines for Implementing the State Seal of Biliteracy Massachusetts 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, December, 2018, 
www.doe.mass.edu/ell/guidance/biliteracy.docx



Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education

Source: DESE Seal of Biliteracy 101.  Introduction to the Massachusetts Seal of Biliteracy.  October 29. 2020

Social Justice

By recognizing all 
students’ linguistic 
assets, regardless of the 
language that students 
speak/sign, we create 
more equitable schools.

Source: DESE Seal of Biliteracy 101.  Introduction to the 
Massachusetts Seal of Biliteracy.  October 29. 2020



What do 
students 
and 
families 
get out of 
the Seal?
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College credits (at participating 
institutions of Higher 
Education)

Ability to put Massachusetts’ 
only legal recognition of 
biliteracy on resumes.

Validation of home language as 
an asset

Source: DESE Seal of Biliteracy 101.  Introduction to the 
Massachusetts Seal of Biliteracy.  October 29, 2020



Criteria for Students

English Language Criteria:

● *MCAS- meeting or exceeding the proficient threshold on the ELA, grade 10 
MCAS (score 472-500 Next Gen) (Including students having taken MCAS as 
a makeup in the 11 or 12 grade)

● ACCESS- ELL’s must score 4.2 overall and 3.9 in composite literacy

*Students who earn a scaled score between 220 and 238 on the ELA grade 10 Legacy MCAS or between 455 and 471 on ELA grade 10 Next Gen may 
satisfy the English language criteria if they fulfill the requirements of an Educational Proficiency Plan and attain a minimum score or level on a 
nationally recognized and readily available English proficiency assessment approved by DESE



World Language/LOTE Criteria for Students 

ACTFL level Intermediate High Proficiency on approved assessment

AP Language and Culture  or AP Literature and Culture minimum score of 4

ACTFL AAPPL Exam I-5 in all domains (Form B)

AP Latin minimum score of 4

ACTFL ALIRA Latin exam I-5 in all domains

Portfolio-Based Alternative Evidence Method for Foreign Language



Seal with Distinction

ACTFL level Advanced-Low Proficiency on approved assessment

AP Language and Culture  or AP Literature and Culture minimum score of 5

ACTFL AAPPL Exam A-1 in all domains (Form B)

AP Latin minimum score of 5

ACTFL ALIRA Latin exam A-1 in all domains

Portfolio-Based Alternative Evidence Method for Foreign Language



Intermediate High Performance Indicators



What does “advanced look like in English?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oPwuMDXPjf0


Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education

District Responsibilities
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Enroll Inform Assess Record Award Report

Source: DESE Seal of Biliteracy 101.  Introduction to the 
Massachusetts Seal of Biliteracy.  October 29, 2020



How are we ready for the Frameworks?

● Course names reflect ACTFL proficiency levels.
● Formal announcement of participation in Seal of Biliteracy planned soon.
● Language inventory is complete.
● Differentiated courses were designed at the novice level to support students 

on IEP’s and be equitable with those offered at OMS.
● Heritage Language courses are up and running.
● Professional development opportunities for World Language educators
● Department time will be devoted to curriculum development.
● SPS educators began the year with lessons on proficiency.  Students can now 

set goals based on where they are and where they want to be.



Data from Home Language Inventory



Data from Home Language Inventory



Opportunities for Increased Learning for All

In order to bring this vision forward, the World Language Department will need

● More professional development- as training and learning “on the job”
● Opportunities for continued collaboration

The wish list includes:
● Additional World Language educators (1.5 FTE) at Oak Middle School to 

create class sizes that are more appropriate for novice level;
● Educators to enable second level Heritage, Linguistics, and possibly 

American Sign Language and/or other World Languages (Portuguese).



Questions? Comments?


