
SHREWSBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
100 MAPLE AVENUE 

SHREWSBURY, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Wednesday, October 7, 2020 
 

Present:  Ms. Sandy Fryc, Chairperson; Dr. B. Dale Magee, Secretary; Ms. Lynsey Heffernan; 
Mr. Jason Palitsch; Mr. Patrick Collins, Assistant Superintendent for Finance and Operations; 
Ms. Amy B. Clouter,  Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum & Instruction; Ms. Barb Malone, 
Executive Director of Human Resources; and Dr. Joseph Sawyer, Superintendent of Schools. 
Not present: Mr. Jon Wensky, Vice Chairperson. 
 
Due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, this meeting was not open to physical attendance 
by the public, but was broadcast live on SELCO Channels 29 & 329 and streamed live on the 
Shrewsbury Media Connection website.  
 
A complete audio/visual recording of this meeting is available on the Shrewsbury Public Schools 
website. 
 
The meeting was convened by Ms. Fryc at  7:01 pm. 
 
 
I. Public Participation 
None. Ms. Fryc noted that anyone wishing to participate in public participation should reach out 
to the School Committee via email. 

 
II. Chairperson’s Report & Members’ Reports  
None.  
 
III. Superintendent’s Report 
Dr. Sawyer reported that Oak Middle School and Sherwood Middle School have been 
recognized as Unified Champion Schools by Special Olympics and offered thanks and 
congratulations to middle school staff, students, and families. 
 
IV. Time Scheduled Appointments:  
A. Update on Reopening of the  2020-2021 School Year:  Report 
Dr. Sawyer began the update with a summary of key messages, reasons to be proud, COVID-19 
mitigation strategies, current state and local public health data, and information regarding an 
updated approach to the decision-making process for determining when the district might change 
the education program to remote learning due to changing public health data, in order to 
incorporate updated recommendations from state government. Noelle Freeman, Director of 
Nursing, provided district-specific data on COVID-19 positive cases and close contacts, 



described the contact tracing process, and noted mitigation strategies. Director of Information 
Technology (IT) Brian L’Heureux provided information on open tickets for this school year 
(much higher) versus last year, and noted 1:1 device ratios/technician with and without two 
added IT Support Specialists. Ms. Clouter discussed ongoing recalibration and improvement of 
the educational experience for students, families, and teachers over time; communication around 
expectations; and upcoming Professional Development opportunities on equity and anti-racism 
for all staff. 
Additional information was provided in response to questions from the Committee on staffing in 
the nurses’ offices, contact tracing, pool testing, and student engagement relative to remote 
learning. 
 
V. Curriculum 
None.  
 
VI. Policy 
A. Update to Policy on Prevention of Physical Restraint: Vote  
Dr. Sawyer recommended that the Committee vote to approve the proposed technical updates 
made to the state-required Policy 325: Prevention of Physical Restraint and Requirements If 
Used in response to a change in the training program used by the district. 
On a motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by Ms. Heffernan, the Committee voted unanimously to 
approve the updated Policy 325: Prevention of Physical Restraint and Requirements if Used as 
presented. 

   
B. Bullying Statistics: Annual Report 
Dr. Sawyer presented statistics on bullying, and noted that a specific definition of “bullying” is 
employed for this annual report that may not be inclusive of all undesired behaviors. Dr. Sawyer 
acknowledged the importance of looking at hurtful behaviors through an equity lens, and noted 
that there is functionality on the Shrewsbury Public Schools (SPS) website that allows for 
anonymous submission of bullying issues via the School Safety Tip Form. 

 
C. Appointment of Superintendent as Representative to Assabet Valley Collaborative 
Board of Directors: Vote 
Dr. Sawyer discussed the important role of  members of the Board of Directors of the Assabet 
Valley Collaborative (AVC), noted AVC is a good resource for member communities, and 
advised that the Collaborative remains in a strong financial position.  
On a motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by Ms. Heffernan,  the Committee voted unanimously to  
appoint Dr. Sawyer, Superintendent of Schools, as its representative to the Assabet Valley 
Collaborative Board of Directors for the 2020 - 2021 school year. 
 
 
VII.Finance & Operations 
A. Fiscal Year 2021 Grants: Report & Vote to Accept  
Mr. Collins presented a summary of State and Federal Entitlement Grants for FY 2021, and 
detailed two new COVID-19 related grants - the COVID Relief School Opening Program Grant 
and the CARES ACT Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER) 



Grant.  Dr. Sawyer added he hoped additional federal assistance would be provided to local 
municipalities and school districts in the future, and recommended that the Committee vote to 
accept the funds. 
On a motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by Ms. Heffernan, the Committee voted unanimously to 
accept all FY21 grant funds noted in the enclosed chart and use such funds for their intended 
purpose. 
  
VIII. Old Business 
None. 
 
IX. New Business 
A. Appointment to the Board of Directors of Shrewsbury Media Connection, Inc.: Vote 
Dr. Sawyer advised that Mr. Weichu (Brian) Xu had embraced his role as the Committee’s 
appointee to the Shrewsbury Media Connection (SMC) Board, and enthusiastically 
recommended that he be reappointed to the Board for another term. 
On a motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by Ms. Heffernan, the Committee voted unanimously to 
reappoint Mr. Weichu (Brian) Xu as its appointed member to the Board of Directors of 
Shrewsbury Media Connection, Inc. for a new, three-year term starting December 14, 2020. 
 
 
X. Approval of Minutes 
Without objections from the Committee, the minutes from the School Committee Meeting held 
on September 23, 2020 were accepted as distributed. 
 
IX. New Business 
The New Business portion of the meeting continued with Dr. Magee suggesting that data be 
collected regarding different standards used by school districts in their approach to COVID-19 
(e.g. 3’ vs. 6’ social distance spacing) to inform decision making regarding when/how students 
should return to school. Discussion with State Representative Hannah Kane confirmed that this is 
not currently being done, and it was suggested that the local Department of Public Health (DPH) 
be contacted to request that this type of information be collected during contact tracing.  Dr. 
Magee advised he would prepare a draft letter, on behalf of the Committee, regarding adding 
more data points to the contact tracing currently done by the DPH for review at the meeting on 
October 21, 2020. 

 
XI. Executive Session  
Ms. Fryc requested a motion to adjourn to Executive Session: 

A. for the purpose of addressing G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(7) “[t]o comply 
with, or act under the authority of, any general or special law or federal 
grant-in-aid requirements” (“Purpose 7”), Open Meeting Law, 
G.L. c. 30A, §§ 22(f), (g) – for the purpose of reviewing, approving, and/or  
releasing executive session minutes, and  

B. for the purpose of addressing G.L. c.  30A, § 21(a)(3) “to discuss strategy with respect to 
collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect of the 
bargaining or litigating position of the public body and the chair so declares” (“Purpose 



3”) - the Shrewsbury Education Association Unit A; Shrewsbury Education Association 
Unit B; the Shrewsbury Paraprofessional Association; and/or the Shrewsbury Cafeteria 
Workers, where deliberation in an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the 
bargaining position of the public body; and return to Open Session only for the purpose 
of adjourning for the evening. 

On a motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by Ms. Heffernan, on a roll call vote: Ms. Heffernan, yes; 
Mr. Palitsch, yes; Dr. Magee, yes;  and Ms. Fryc, yes, the School Committee voted to adjourn to 
executive session at 8:21pm. 

 
XII. Adjournment  
 
On a motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by  Ms. Heffernan, the committee unanimously agreed to 
adjourn the meeting at 9:06 pm. Roll call votes were as follows: Ms. Fryc, yes; Ms. Heffernan, 
yes; Mr. Palitsch, yes; and Dr. Magee, yes. 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Elizabeth McCollum, Clerk 
 
Documents referenced: 

1. 2020-21 School Year Reopening Update Slide Presentation 
2. 2020 Bullying Memo 
3. Draft of Revised Policy 325 
4. FY21 Grants Report 
5. Shrewsbury Media Connection Board Recommendation Memo 
6. Set(s) of minutes as referenced above  

 


