
On Homework: 
What our ThoughtExchange data 

can tell us about stakeholders 
and next steps

A presentation to School Committee
October 16, 2019



WHAT will we be doing as a district? 

•Reviewing survey results 
•Learning about current 
research on homework
•Revising our existing policy
to include Grades 9-12 

https://campussuite-storage.s3.amazonaws.com/prod/11162/b2004386-1ca3-11e6-b537-22000bd8490f/1664072/5eab557a-d59e-11e7-bcc2-0ad4c72726f6/file/Homework%20Policy%20523.pdf


WHY now? 

•Survey data from students and 
families suggests we need to
•Timely topic 
•We want our policy to reflect 
“best practice”



Where are we in the process?  
Collect DATA

Survey
Research

Community DISCUSSION
District Leaders
School Committee
Students
Educators
Parents

Develop a 
DRAFT
Seek Feedback
Revise



What do we hope to learn? 

•What’s working? 
•What’s not? 
•What role should 
homework play in the 
lives of our students 
today? 



The Evolution of an Exchange

https://my.thoughtexchange.com/discodash/


Shared Understanding



Families, Students AND Staff



Top Thoughts

•Students
•Staff
•Parents & 
Guardians



Themes
Link

Purpose
Time 
Management
Balance
Workload / 
Wellness
Consistency

https://my.thoughtexchange.com/discodash/


Common
Concerns



What’s Next? 

uDistrict Leaders
uJoint School 
Councils 10/23

uCathy Vatterott 
11/ 14



Coming 7 pm, November 14th 
With support from
the Colonial Fund,

SPS is proud to host
Dr. Cathy Vatterott

“the Homework Lady”



Questions?


