
SHREWSBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
100 MAPLE AVENUE 

SHREWSBURY, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Wednesday, September 9, 2020 
 

Present:  Ms. Sandy Fryc, Chairperson; Mr. Jon Wensky, Vice Chairperson; Dr. B. Dale Magee, 
Secretary; Ms. Lynsey Heffernan; Mr. Jason Palitsch; Mr. Patrick Collins, Assistant 
Superintendent for Finance and Operations; Ms. Barb Malone, Executive Director of Human 
Resources;  and Dr. Joseph Sawyer, Superintendent of Schools. 
 
Due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, this meeting was not open to physical attendance 
by the public, but was broadcast live on SELCO Channels 29 & 329 and streamed live on the 
Shrewsbury Media Connection website. A complete audio/video recording of this meeting is 
available on the Shrewsbury Public Schools website. 
 
The meeting was convened by Ms. Fryc at 7:01 pm. 
 
I. Public Participation 
None. Ms. Fryc noted that anyone wishing to participate in public participation should reach out 
to the School Committee via email.  
 
II. Chairperson’s Report & Members’ Reports  
Ms. Heffernan reported that parents received teacher assignments earlier in the day; expressed 
appreciation to Shrewsbury Public Schools (SPS) staff on outreach to students and families, and 
to the PTO at Walter J. Paton School for providing supply packages to students; and 
acknowledged Class of 2021 Shrewsbury High School (SHS) student and (2017) Project 351 
Ambassador Preston Karp for his work on the 9/11 National Day of Service Project, which 
includes an online fundraising component this year.  
 
III. Superintendent’s Report 
Dr. Sawyer thanked all SPS staff for their work on reopening schools; acknowledged ongoing 
efforts to support SPS students in the aftermath of the recent passing of SHS student Zoe Wolfus; 
and thanked donors to the Colonial Fund, noting it recently collected over $100,000 that will 
help support needs including enhanced learning modes and social emotional learning resources. 
 
IV. Time Scheduled Appointments:  
A. Update on Reopening Planning for the 2020-2021 School Year:  Report 
Dr. Sawyer provided a summary of key messages, current public health data and the potential for 
future data to impact learning models and closure of schools, and information on assessing high 
heat/humidity days; noted school-specific reopening plans are available on the SPS website; and 
discussed finalizing planning in the district for reopening. Director of Nursing Noelle Freeman 



summarized a COVID-19 training slide presentation that will be provided to families and 
includes health and safety information; resources for addressing stress and mental health issues; 
possible COVID-19 scenarios; and SPS COVID-19 safety protocols.  Mr. Collins provided 
further details on SPS safety protocols around breakfast and lunch at schools, and busing. 
Additional information was provided in response to clarifying questions from the Committee on 
COVID-19 training information for parents, historic data on student absenteeism in a typical flu 
season, close contact protocols, and educational plans for students who are out of school due to 
COVID-19. 
 
V. Curriculum 
None. 

 
VI. Policy 
None. 
 
VII.Finance & Operations 
None. 
 
VIII. Old Business 
None. 
 
 
IX. New Business 
A. Vote to ratify a Memorandum of Agreement with the Shrewsbury Education 
Association, Unit B re: Compensation Adjustment 
Ms. Fryc described the agreement reached between the Committee and Shrewsbury Education 
Association, Unit B, to adjust compensation, which results in savings that assist in reducing 
personnel layoffs in a difficult school year. Mr. Wensky and Ms. Fryc expressed appreciation for 
the partnership enjoyed with Unit B and gave thanks to all parties involved in the process.  Dr. 
Sawyer recommended that the Committee vote to ratify the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA). 
On a motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by Mr. Wensky, the Committee voted unanimously to 
ratify the enclosed Memorandum of Agreement between the Shrewsbury School Committee and 
the Shrewsbury Education Association, Unit B, regarding Compensation Adjustment. 
 
B. Vote to Ratify a Memorandum of Agreement with the Shrewsbury Paraprofessionals 
Association re: Hybrid Education Model 
Ms. Fryc noted the agreement with the Shrewsbury Paraprofessionals Association (SPA) Unit D 
was developed to address working conditions and expectations related to the hybrid learning 
model in schools, and advised that the MOA was ratified by SPA earlier in the day. Dr. Sawyer 
and Ms. Fryc thanked the SPA Leadership Team and all parties involved in the process for their 
work, and Dr. Sawyer recommended that the Committee vote to ratify the MOA.  On a motion 
by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by Mr. Wensky, the Committee voted unanimously to ratify the 
enclosed Memorandum of Agreement between the Shrewsbury School Committee and the 
Shrewsbury Education Association, Unit D. 
 



 
X. Approval of Minutes 
Without objections from the Committee, the minutes from the School Committee Meeting held 
on September 2, 2020 were accepted as distributed. 

 
XI. Executive Session  
 
Ms. Fryc requested a motion to adjourn to Executive Session: 
A. for the purpose of addressing G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(7) “[t]o comply 
with, or act under the authority of, any general or special law or federal 
grant-in-aid requirements” (“Purpose 7”), Open Meeting Law, 
G.L. c. 30A, §§ 22(f), (g) – for the purpose of reviewing, approving, and/or  
releasing executive session minutes; and 
B.  for the purpose of addressing G.L. c.  30A, § 21(a)(3) “to discuss strategy with respect to 
collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect of the 
bargaining or litigating position of the public body and the chair so declares” (“Purpose 3”) - the 
Shrewsbury Education Association Unit A; Shrewsbury Education Association Unit B; the 
Shrewsbury Paraprofessional Association; and/or the Shrewsbury Cafeteria Workers, where 
deliberation in an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the 
public body; and return to Open Session only for the purpose of adjourning for the evening.
On a motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by Mr. Wensky, on a roll call vote: Ms. 
Heffernan, yes; 
Mr. Palitsch, yes; Dr. Magee, yes; Mr. Wensky, yes; and Ms. Fryc, yes, the School Committee 
voted to adjourn to executive session at 8:19 pm. 

 
XII. Adjournment  
 
On a motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by Mr. Wensky, the committee unanimously agreed to 
adjourn the meeting at 8:40 pm. Roll call votes were as follows:  Ms. Fryc, yes; Ms. Heffernan, 
yes; Mr. Palitsch, yes; Dr. Magee, yes; and Mr. Wensky, yes. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Elizabeth McCollum, Clerk 
 
Documents referenced: 

1. Reopening Update Slide Presentation 
2. SEA Unit B MOA 
3. SEA Unit D MOA 
4. Set(s) of minutes as referenced above 


