
SHREWSBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
100 MAPLE AVENUE 

SHREWSBURY, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Wednesday, August 26, 2020 
 

Present:  Ms. Sandy Fryc, Chairperson; Mr. Jon Wensky, Vice Chairperson; Dr. B. Dale Magee, 
Secretary; Ms. Lynsey Heffernan; Mr. Jason Palitsch; Mr. Patrick Collins, Assistant Superintendent for 
Finance and Operations (remote); Ms. Amy B. Clouter,  Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum & 
Instruction; Ms. Meg Belsito, Assistant Superintendent for Student Services; Ms. Barb Malone, Executive 
Director of Human Resources; and Dr. Joseph Sawyer, Superintendent of Schools. 
 
Due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, this meeting was not open to physical attendance by the 
public, but was broadcast live on SELCO Channels 29 & 329 and streamed live on the Shrewsbury Media 
Connection website. A complete audio/video recording of this meeting is available on the Shrewsbury 
Public Schools website.  
 
The meeting was convened by Ms. Fryc at 7:00 pm. 
 
 
I. Public Participation 
None. Ms. Fryc noted that anyone wishing to participate in public participation should reach out 
to the School Committee via email.  
 
II. Chairperson’s Report & Members’ Reports  
None.  
 
III. Superintendent’s Report 
Dr. Sawyer expressed appreciation to:  Shrewsbury Education Association (SEA) Unit A for 
reaching an agreement with the School Committee prior to the Annual Town Meeting to defer a 
compensation increase for half the school year, which resulted in significant savings and 
preserved jobs in the district; the Public Buildings Department/Department of Public Works for 
working to ensure ventilation systems in school buildings are on target for turnover and air 
handling; the Shrewsbury Public Schools (SPS) Leadership Team and School Committee for 
their time and efforts around reopening planning, and Director of Nursing Noelle Freeman for 
her work preparing training on health and safety for staff. 
 
IV. Time Scheduled Appointments:  
A. Update on Reopening Planning for the 2020-2021 School Year:  Report  
Dr. Sawyer presented a summary of key messages, state and local current public health data, 
updated data on learning program choices by school, and key information regarding learning 
programs by grade level (preschool; grades K-8; high school).  Ms. Clouter presented general 
information on the stand alone full remote model (Cohort D) that was applicable to all Cohort D 



students, and level-specific information for elementary, middle and high school students; and 
described how families could make changes to a student’s program choice for the start of the 
2020-2021 school year. Ms. Belsito reported that services specified in Individualized Education 
Programs (IEPs) would be delivered to all students; information would be provided soon on 
additional seats in Cohort A; and work relative to Cohort D schedules and providers is ongoing. 
Committee members asked clarifying questions on mixed-grade teams at the middle school level 
(Grade 7 and 8 classes would be taught separately); the communication of information to 
families on cohort designations; potential costs for additional teachers and third-party online 
providers; and the compatibility of the Schoology platform used by SPS with third-party online 
providers. 
 
V. Curriculum 
None. 

 
VI. Policy 
A. Allowance for Shrewsbury Public Schools Employees to Attend School In-Person to 
Assist with Workforce Stability: Vote 
Dr. Sawyer summarized the information presented at the August 19, 2020 meeting regarding the 
potential for children of SPS staff who attend district schools in grades kindergarten through 6 to 
attend school more frequently as a way to help mitigate a potential staffing shortage. Noting staff 
were polled subsequently to identify how many students might want to participate, and data was 
gathered on how many additional students should be included in Cohort A due to their high 
needs, Dr. Sawyer advised that the number of classroom seats available were not sufficient to 
accommodate children of SPS staff and he was no longer requesting that the Committee take 
action on the matter.  
Committee members advised they received a lot of feedback from both teachers and community 
members regarding this and noted complexities around multiple factors including student needs, 
equity, child care needs, and staffing challenges.  
 
 
 
VII. Finance & Operations 
A. Revised Tuition Rates for Extended School Care: Vote 
Karen Isaacson, Director of Extended Learning, followed up on her presentation at the August 
16, 2020  meeting with updated enrollment data, survey results on families planning to enroll in 
the Extended School Care (ESC) Program if tuition is increased, and next steps relative to 
enrollment and staffing if the increase is approved. Committee members expressed concern at the 
tuition increase, but noted the critical importance of maintaining the service. Dr. Sawyer 
summarized the proposed changes and recommended that the Committee vote to authorize them. 
 
On a motion  by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by Ms. Heffernan, the Committee voted unanimously to 
approve the adjustments to Extended School Care tuition rates and programming as illustrated in 
the enclosed Superintendent’s recommendation memo. 
 
VIII. Old Business 



None. 
 
IX. New Business 
A. SC member to serve as a delegate to the Town of Shrewsbury Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion Task Force 
Ms. Fryc advised that the Board of Selectmen established a Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Task 
Force and that the School Committee had been invited to appoint one designee to serve on this 
newly formed task force. Mr. Palitsch nominated Ms. Heffernan to represent the Committee and 
Mr. Wensky seconded the motion.  On a motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by Dr. Magee, the 
Committee voted unanimously to appoint Lynsey Heffernan to serve as the School Committee’s 
delegate to the Town of Shrewsbury Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Task Force. 
 
X. Approval of Minutes 
None. 

 
XI. Executive Session  
A. For the purpose of addressing G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(7) “[t]o comply 
with, or act under the authority of, any general or special law or federal 
grant-in-aid requirements” (“Purpose 7”), Open Meeting Law, 
G.L. c. 30A, §§ 22(f), (g) – for the purpose of reviewing, approving, and/or  
releasing executive session minutes. 
B. For the purpose of addressing G.L. c.  30A, § 21(a)(3) “to discuss strategy with respect to 
collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect of the 
bargaining or litigating position of the public body and the chair so declares” (“Purpose 
3”) - the Shrewsbury Education Association Unit A; Shrewsbury Education Association 
Unit B; the Shrewsbury Paraprofessional Association; and/or the Shrewsbury Cafeteria 
Workers. 
 
Ms. Fryc requested a motion to adjourn to Executive Session: 
A. for the purpose of addressing G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(7) “[t]o comply 
with, or act under the authority of, any general or special law or federal 
grant-in-aid requirements” (“Purpose 7”), Open Meeting Law, 
G.L. c. 30A, §§ 22(f), (g) – for the purpose of reviewing, approving, and/or  
releasing executive session minutes; and 
B. for the purpose of addressing G.L. c.  30A, § 21(a)(3) “to discuss strategy with respect to 
collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect of the 
bargaining or litigating position of the public body and the chair so declares” (“Purpose 3”) - the 
Shrewsbury Education Association Unit A; Shrewsbury Education Association Unit B; the 
Shrewsbury Paraprofessional Association; and/or the Shrewsbury Cafeteria Workers,where 
deliberation in an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the 
public body; and return to Open Session only for the purpose of adjourning for the evening.  On 
a motion by  Mr. Palitsch, seconded by  Mr. Wensky, on a roll call vote:  Ms. Heffernan, yes; 
Mr. Palitsch, yes;  Dr. Magee, yes; Mr. Wensky, yes; and  Ms. Fryc, yes, the School Committee 
voted to adjourn to executive session at 8:44 pm. 
 



 
XII. Adjournment  
 
On a motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by Mr. Wensky, the committee unanimously agreed to 
adjourn the meeting at 9:14 pm. Roll call votes were as follows: Ms. Fryc, yes; Ms. Heffernan, 
yes; Mr. Palitsch, yes; Dr. Magee, yes; and Mr. Wensky, yes.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Elizabeth McCollum, Clerk 
 
Documents referenced: 

1. Reopening Update Slide Presentation 
2. Superintendent’s Memo Re: Workforce Stability 
3. ESC Enrollment Update Document 
4. Superintendent’s Memo Re: Extended School Care 

 
 


