
SHREWSBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
100 MAPLE AVENUE 

SHREWSBURY, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Wednesday, July 22, 2020 
 

Present via virtual participation:  Ms. Sandy Fryc, Chairperson; Mr. Jon Wensky, Vice Chairperson 
(presiding); Dr. B. Dale Magee, Secretary; Ms. Lynsey Heffernan; Mr. Jason Palitsch; Mr. Patrick 
Collins, Assistant Superintendent for Finance and Operations; and Dr. Joseph Sawyer, Superintendent of 
Schools. 
 
Due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, this meeting was not open to physical participation by the 
public, but was broadcast live on SELCO Channels 29 & 329 and streamed live on the Shrewsbury Media 
Connection website. A complete audio/video recording of this meeting is available on the Shrewsbury 
Public Schools website. 
 
The meeting was convened by Mr. Wensky at 7:00 pm. 
 
I. Public Participation 
Mr. Wensky encouraged anyone wishing to participate in the Public Participation portion of 
meetings to reach out to the School Committee via email.  Mr. Wensky noted the passing of 
longtime Shrewsbury Media Connection TV producer and former Shrewsbury Public Schools 
(SPS) teacher John McDonald, and requested a moment of silence to remember Mr. McDonald. 

 
II. Chairperson’s Report & Members’ Reports  
None.  
 
III. Superintendent’s Report 
Dr. Sawyer expressed condolences to the family of Mr. McDonald on behalf of all SPS staff; 
noted transportation registration for students living two or more miles away from school would 
begin soon, adding that updated state guidelines were expected later in the evening; advised 
refunds were in process for Extended School Care (ESC) and other after school programs, and 
that transportation refunds would follow in the first week of August; described work being done 
by the Reopening Task Force and provided key dates in the timeline for presenting information 
to the Committee; advised that all Kindergarten through Grade 12 students would have a 
school-issued iPad for the 2020-2021 academic year; noted a link was shared recently to the 
2018 & 2019 SPS Annual Report, and that the latest issue of the Shrewsbury School Journal 
should arrive in homes later in the week, and thanked the production teams for both publications; 
and enjoyed attending the Zoom platform thesis defense (Why Do Dark Matter Halos Die 
Together? An Intergalactic Murder Mystery) of Shrewsbury High School (SHS) graduate (2010) 
Philip Mansfield, graduate student in the Department of Astronomy and Astrophysics at the 
University of Chicago. 



 
IV. Time Scheduled Appointments:  
A. Gift from Beijing Chinese Language School: Vote  
Mr. Wensky advised that the Massachusetts Beijing Chinese Language School (MBCLS) would 
like to make an unrestricted gift of $5,000 to the Colonial Fund, and also intended to donate 
medical masks and two infrared thermometers to support school nurses’ offices at SPS. Dr. 
Sawyer thanked MBCLS for their generosity. He and Mr. Collins described the ongoing positive 
relationship between SPS and MBCLS, and Mr. Collins added that previously in 2016, MBCLS 
made a donation of $5,000 to support an annual scholarship for an SHS graduating senior. 
On a motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by Dr. Magee, the Committee voted unanimously to 
accept the unrestricted gift of $5,000 to the Colonial Fund from the Massachusetts Beijing 
Chinese Language School. Roll call votes were as follows:  Mr. Palitsch, yes; Dr. Magee, yes; 
Ms. Heffernan, yes; Ms. Fryc, yes; and Mr. Wensky, yes. 
After the vote Dr. Sawyer provided an update on the Colonial Fund, acknowledging fundraising 
efforts by SPS students Leah Rider in grade 12 (Shrewsbury Smart Cookies) and Nathan 
Robinson in grade 8 (yard sale proceeds), and expressing appreciation for $57,873 in funds 
raised from over 225 donors in the latest campaign. 
 
B. Current Medical Information Regarding COVID-19: Report & Discussion  
Noelle Freeman, Director of Nursing, began the report with a summary of key messages and 
ways children benefit from being in school.  Dr. Timothy Gibson, MD, SPS School Physician, 
presented a summary of initial (June 2020) guidance and guidelines from the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE), and then detailed subsequent (July 17, 2020) 
DESE protocols for responding to COVID-19 scenarios in school, on the bus, or in community 
settings that address issues including symptoms, testing, outbreaks, and contact tracing. Ms. 
Freeman gave examples of evolving data and research on COVID-19 from the past week, and 
noted the importance of gathering feedback from SPS stakeholders in surveys sent to families 
regarding students returning to school, and to staff for questions, concerns, and ideas. 
Committee members asked clarifying questions and expressed concerns on a variety of topics 
including:  the timing gap between symptom identification, testing, and receipt of results, and the 
potential for parents to allow labs to release test results to schools; the importance of receiving 
written test result reports; understanding the flow of information from the Worcester Department 
of Public Health (DPH); the importance of easy access to testing; concerns for the health and 
safety of older family members and SPS staff who have contact with students; communication 
with the public regarding student infections; ventilation/outdoor campus learning at schools; and 
remote learning opportunities as a fallback for students who will be absent for long periods of 
time due to infection. 
 
V. Curriculum 
None. 

 
 
VI. Policy 
None. 
 



 
VII. Finance & Operations 
A. Fiscal Year 2021 School Department Appropriated Budget: Recommendation & Vote  
Dr. Sawyer presented an overview of the FY21 Budget process timeline to date, noted the goal of 
moving forward without further cuts to staff, and advised that the budget being recommended 
was derived using a balanced risk approach. Mr. Collins and Dr. Sawyer, in turn, detailed 
components of the current estimated budget gap; described ongoing labor negotiations for cost 
mitigation; presented a timeline of upcoming budget events/information and noted the rationale 
for, and potential downside of, the balanced risk approach being utilized; and described the 
process going forward to the Annual Town Meeting. 
Committee members expressed support for the recommendation.  
Ms. Heffernan left the meeting at approximately 8:42PM due to a power outage at her home, and 
rejoined via phone at 8:45PM. 
Dr. Sawyer added that a cohort of Special Education students successfully returned to school this 
week for in-person services and attributed this success to SPS staff, noting that taking a balanced 
risk approach to the budget presents a pathway to doing the best work possible for students in the 
fall with the hope that staff will ultimately be preserved going forward. 
On a motion by Dr. Magee, seconded by Mr. Palitsch, the Committee voted unanimously to 
recommend a Fiscal Year 2021 School Department Budget appropriation of $67,080,000 for 
Town Meeting approval. Roll call votes were as follows:  Mr. Palitsch, yes; Ms. Heffernan, yes; 
Dr. Magee, yes; Ms. Fryc, yes; and Mr. Wensky, yes. 

 
VIII. Old Business 
None. 
 
IX. New Business 
None. 
 
X. Approval of Minutes 
Without objections from the Committee, the minutes from the School Committee Meeting held 
on July 15, 2020 and the School Committee Workshop held on July 20, 2020 were accepted as 
distributed. 

 
XI. Executive Session  

A. For the purpose of addressing G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(7) “[t]o comply 
with, or act under the authority of, any general or special law or federal 
grant-in-aid requirements” (“Purpose 7”), Open Meeting Law, 
G.L. c. 30A, §§ 22(f), (g) – for the purpose of reviewing, approving, and/or releasing 
executive session minutes. 

B. For the purpose of addressing G.L. c.  30A, § 21(a)(3) “to discuss strategy with 
respect to collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a 
detrimental effect of the bargaining or litigating position of the public body and the 
chair so declares” (“Purpose 3”) - the Shrewsbury Education Association Unit A; 
Shrewsbury Education Association Unit B; the Shrewsbury Paraprofessional 
Association; and/or the Shrewsbury Cafeteria Workers. 



 
Mr. Wensky requested a motion to adjourn to Executive Session: 
A)for the purpose of addressing G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(7) “[t]o comply 
with, or act under the authority of, any general or special law or federal 
grant-in-aid requirements” (“Purpose 7”), Open Meeting Law, 
G.L. c. 30A, §§ 22(f), (g) – for the purpose of reviewing, approving, and/or releasing executive 
session minutes; and 
B)for the purpose of addressing G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(3) “to discuss strategy with respect to 
collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect of the 
bargaining or litigating position of the public body and the chair so declares” (“Purpose 3”) - the 
Shrewsbury Education Association Unit A; Shrewsbury Education Association Unit B; the 
Shrewsbury Paraprofessional Association; and/or the Shrewsbury Cafeteria Workers. On a 
motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by Dr. Magee, on a roll call vote: Dr. Magee, yes; Ms. 
Heffernan, yes; Mr. Palitsch, yes; Ms. Fryc, yes; and Mr. Wensky, yes, the School Committee 
voted to adjourn to executive session at 8:51 pm. 
 

 
XII. Adjournment  
On a motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by Ms. Fryc, the committee unanimously agreed to 
adjourn the meeting at 9:04 pm. Roll call votes were as follows:  Mr. Palitsch, yes; Mr. Wensky, 
yes; Ms. Heffernan, yes; Dr. Magee, yes, and Ms. Fryc, yes. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Elizabeth McCollum, Clerk 
 
Documents referenced: 

1. MBCLS Donation Letter 
2. Reopening Health & Safety Memo to SC 07-21-20 
3. Protocols for Responding to COVID-19 Scenarios 07-17-20 
4. COVID-19 Medical Information Slide Presentation 
5. FY21 Budget Recommendation Slide Presentation 
6. FY21 Budget Recommendation Line Items 
7. FY21 Budget Recommendation Summary 
8. Set(s) of minutes as referenced above 

 


