
SHREWSBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
100 MAPLE AVENUE

SHREWSBURY, MASSACHUSETTS

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING

Wednesday, May 25, 2022

Present:  Ms. Lynsey Heffernan, Chairperson;  Mr. Jason Palitsch, Vice Chairperson; Mr. Jon Wensky,
Secretary; Ms. Erin Boucher; Ms. Sandra Fryc; Mr. Patrick Collins, Assistant Superintendent for Finance
and Operations; Ms. Barb Malone, Executive Director of Human Resources; and Dr. Joseph Sawyer,
Superintendent of Schools.

A complete audio/visual recording of this meeting is available on the Shrewsbury Public Schools
website.

Ms. Heffernan convened the meeting  at 7:01 pm with a request for a moment of silence in memory of
Kya Providence, a member of the Shrewsbury High School (SHS) Class of 2022  who died recently, and
for the lives lost in the recent shooting tragedy in Uvalde, Texas.

I. Public Participation
None.

II. Chairperson’s Report & Members’ Reports
Ms. Heffernan expressed appreciation to Town Meeting members for their support of the School
Department Budget at the May 21, 2022 Shrewsbury Town Meeting, and thanked two Grade 8 students
who met recently with her, Dr. Sawyer, and Oak Middle School Social Sciences Teacher Mr. David Ahlin
to advocate for religious diversity of the school calendar as part of a civics project.

III. Superintendent’s Report
Dr. Sawyer offered condolences to the family of Kya Providence, and detailed Shrewsbury Public Schools
(SPS) response to the recent school shooting in Uvalde, Texas, including steps being taken by schools to
help keep children safe.

Ms. Heffernan recessed the meeting at 7:12 PM to address technical difficulties.  The meeting resumed at
7:14 PM.

IV. Time Scheduled Appointments:
A. District Response to the Pandemic: Report
Dr. Sawyer presented current state (including wastewater monitoring), local, and district-specific
COVID-19 case data; detailed district cases by school, grade level, and students versus staff; and noted
recent student absentee rates.

B. SHS Student Advisory Committee: Report
Students Nikitha Ram, Chairperson; Laura Lee; Anushka Mukhopadhyay; and Rishab Parikh gave the
report, noting that student member Shalini Biju was away competing in a national Speech and Debate
tournament in Washington DC.  Mr. Andrew Smith, SHS Teacher and Faculty Advisor to the Student
Advisory Committee (SAC), was in attendance at the meeting. The students provided information on end-



-of-school-year activities, various aspects of student life at SHS, and events for seniors, and noted that
Shalinin Biju and Laura Lee were re-elected to the SAC for the 2022-2023 school year.  Grade 12
students shared their future plans, and all students were invited up to be recognized by the Committee and
Dr. Sawyer and presented with certificates.

C. Student Recognition: SHS Esports State Champions
Ms. Heffernan detailed successes enjoyed by Esports teams at SHS, including State Championships in
Spring 2021 and Fall 2021, since their last appearance at a School Committee meeting in 2020.  Mr. Nick
Krefting, SHS Science & Engineering Teacher and SHS Esports Coach, and student players John Qiu,
Isaac Wolfus, Dominic Iannelli, Steven Hu, and Vincent Lam addressed the Committee.  Mr. Krefting
provided background information on Esports as a competitive gaming sport. In response to questions from
the Committee, the students provided information on cash and scholarships as rewards for tournament
wins, and on the potential for corporate sponsorship of teams.  The students were invited up to be
recognized by the Committee and Dr. Sawyer and were presented with certificates.

D. SHS Senior Scholars: Recognition
Dr. Sawyer recognized the ten senior students at SHS with the highest grade point averages in their class
by reading a biographical sketch about each student and then inviting them up to present brief remarks
about their school experience.  The students were introduced in alphabetical order.  The students who
presented remarks were: Penelope Crosby, Esme Danielson, Dixi Han, Zaineb Irfan, Jaiyana Kaisar,
Anish Karre, Hailey Luke, Ciara Marshall, and Ann Titus. Student Hannah Mok was not able to attend the
meeting.  The Committee and Dr. Sawyer congratulated the students on their accomplishments and
invited them up to be recognized and to receive a gift to acknowledge their success.

V. Curriculum
None.

VI. Policy
A. Local Wellness Policy Revision: First Reading
Ms. Noelle Freeman, Director of School Nursing, and Dr. Erica Pratt, Director of Health, Physical
Education, & Family Consumer Science, presented the first reading of a draft of an updated Local
Wellness Policy (#649) for the Committee’s review. Ms. Freeman discussed the rationale for having a
wellness policy and detailed the review process utilized to inform the draft being presented.  Dr. Pratt and
Ms. Freeman highlighted aspects of the policy by section: Nutrition Education; Nutrition Services (noting
all SPS schools will offer breakfast in the 2022-23 school year); Physical Education and Physical
Activity; Wellness Promotion; and Policy Development, Implementation and Evaluation. In response to a
question about language as a potential barrier to family engagement, Dr. Sawyer advised that Ms.
Christina Manos, the newly appointed Director of English Language Education (Ms. Manos was formerly
Interim Director), had recently demonstrated a new app for cell phones that assists the district as a
translation tool (TalkingPoints) to the District Leadership Team. Dr. Sawyer advised the policy draft
would be posted for public review and feedback in advance of a vote by the Committee on June 8, 2022.

VII. Finance & Operations
A. Vote:  Acceptance of Creation of Allison Lustig Memorial Trust
Noting that a vote by the Committee is needed for donations over $5,000, Mr. Collins provided historical
information on the creation of a scholarship by Ron and Charlotte Lustig in memory of their daughter,
Allison (a former SHS student), that has historically been given to graduating SHS students. Mr. Collins
added that the Lustigs wish to transfer control of the funds to the district to be managed on their behalf,



that the document being presented reflected a ten-year trust agreement for future scholarships, and
detailed the protocol for managing the funds going forward.  On a motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by
Ms. Boucher, the Committee voted unanimously both to accept the donation, as was noted by Mr. Collins,
and also to create the trust per the document in the materials.

VIII. Old Business
None.

IX. New Business
None.

X. Approval of Minutes
Without objections from the Committee, the minutes from the School Committee Meetings held on  May
4 and May 18, 2022  were accepted as distributed.

XI. Executive Session
Ms. Heffernan requested a motion to adjourn to Executive Session:
A. For the purpose of addressing G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(7) “[t]o comply with, or act under the authority of,
any general or special law or federal grant-in-aid requirements” (“Purpose 7”), Open Meeting Law – for
the purpose of reviewing, approving, and/or releasing executive session minutes;
B. For the purpose of addressing G.L. c.  30A, § 21(a)(3) “to discuss strategy with respect to collective
bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect of the bargaining or litigating
position of the public body and the chair so declares” (“Purpose 3”) - the Shrewsbury Education
Association Units A and/or B, the Shrewsbury Paraprofessional Association, and/or the Cafeteria Workers
Association; and
C. For the purpose of addressing G.L. c.  30A, § 21(a)(2) “to conduct strategy sessions in preparation for
negotiations with nonunion personnel or to conduct collective bargaining sessions or contract negotiations
with nonunion personnel” – secretarial and administrative support positions, information technology
positions, non-union administrators, and/or the Superintendent of Schools (“Purpose 2”), for which
deliberation in an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the public
body; and return to Open Session only for the purpose of adjourning for the evening. On a motion by Mr.
Palitsch, seconded by Ms. Boucher, on a roll call vote: Ms. Boucher, yes; Ms.Fryc, yes; Mr. Palitsch, yes;
Mr. Wensky, yes; and Ms. Heffernan, yes; the School Committee voted to adjourn to Executive Session at
8:42 pm.

XII. Adjournment
On a motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by  Ms. Boucher, the Committee unanimously agreed to adjourn
the meeting at 8:55 pm. Roll call votes were as follows:  Mr. Palitsch, yes; Ms. Boucher, yes;  Ms.
Heffernan, yes; Ms. Fryc, yes; and Mr. Wensky, yes.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth McCollum, Clerk

Documents referenced:
Pandemic Response Slide Presentation



Student Advisory Committee Agenda
Shrewsbury High School Senior Scholars 2022
Updated Local Wellness Policy Memo
Updated Local Wellness Policy #649 Draft
Local Wellness Policy Slide Presentation
Allison Lustig Memorial Trust Document
Set(s) of minutes as referenced above


