
SHREWSBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
100 MAPLE AVENUE

SHREWSBURY, MASSACHUSETTS

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING

Wednesday, March 24, 2020

Present:  Ms. Sandy Fryc, Chairperson; Mr. Jon Wensky, Vice Chairperson; Dr. B. Dale Magee,
Secretary; Ms. Lynsey Heffernan; Mr. Jason Palitsch; Mr. Patrick Collins, Assistant Superintendent for
Finance and Operations; Ms. Amy B. Clouter,  Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum & Instruction;
and Dr. Joseph Sawyer, Superintendent of Schools.

Due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, this meeting was not open to physical attendance by the
public, but was broadcast live on SELCO Channels 29 & 329 and streamed live on the Shrewsbury Media
Connection website. A complete audio/visual recording of this meeting is available on the Shrewsbury
Public Schools website.

Ms. Fryc convened the meeting at 7:01pm and noted the recent tragic loss of a mother and daughter in the
Shrewsbury community, who leave behind family members including  a son/brother at Shrewsbury Public
Schools, and requested that a moment of silence be observed  in memory of the deceased.

I. Public Participation
None.

II. Chairperson’s Report & Members’ Reports
None.

III. Superintendent’s Report
Dr. Sawyer offered condolences on behalf of Shrewsbury Public Schools (SPS) to the family of the
deceased individuals, and expressed appreciation to all parties at SPS offering support to the community
in response to the tragedy. Dr. Sawyer also reported that a bus transporting Al-Hamra Academy students
was involved in an accident the previous day and thanked first responders, AA Transportation, and SPS
and Al-Hamra Academy staff for their presence at the scene and quick response to the accident.

IV. Time Scheduled Appointments:
A. Update on School District’s Response to the Pandemic & Plans for Reopening for Full, In-Person
Learning: Report & Vote
Dr. Sawyer presented a summary of key messages, district case count information, and current state and
local public health data relative to the pandemic. Director of School Nursing Noelle Freeman addressed
recently reported data on 3-foot physical distancing in schools and updated guidance from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) on 3-foot physical distancing for grades Kindergarten through 12
schools. Ms. Freeman also presented updated information on mitigation measures utilized in the district,
pool testing, and vaccines for staff.
Regarding reopening schools for full in-person learning, Mr. Collins noted a phased-in approach would be
taken and  detailed logistical challenges around addressing guidance on physical distancing, delivery and
movement of furniture, cafeteria seating (including some outdoor seating),  transportation, and food



services. Dr. Sawyer recommended a timeline for return to full in-person school in the district and
provided detailed information by level for grades Kindergarten - 4, grades 5-6, grades 7-8, and grades
9-12. Additional information was provided in response to questions from the Committee on topics
including scheduling of early release days, teacher assignments, and food service staffing.
On a motion by Ms. Heffernan, seconded by Mr. Palitsch, the Committee voted unanimously to approve
the Superintendent’s recommended timeline for grade spans to return to full, in-person learning.

V. Curriculum
A. Student Assessment Preliminary Data: Report
Ms. Clouter presented information on the first round of results from the Star Assessment for students that
was conducted in December 2020. Noting that this universal screening tool yields numerous reports, Ms.
Clouter presented detailed percentile rank results for Early Literacy Assessments (grades Kindergarten -
3); Star Reading Assessments (Grades 1-8); and Star Math Assessments (Grades 1-8). Ms. Clouter also
presented predictive correlations from the assessments that project how students might perform on
upcoming 2021 state MCAS tests in grades 3 through 8 - MCAS/ELA Star Reading, and grades 3 through
8 - MCAS/Star Math.
Committee members asked clarifying questions on the assessment’s ability to assess the current year
educational program; its length (15-20 minutes), frequency of administration, and correlation with
MCAS; and the ability to stratify its data by subset.

VI. Policy
A. School District Calendar for 2021-2022 School Year: Vote
Dr. Sawyer expressed appreciation for feedback received on a draft calendar presented at the meeting on
March 10, 2021, and advised that changes had been made in response to avoid conflict between the start
of the school year and the Rosh Hashanah holiday. Dr. Sawyer highlighted other changes made to the
draft, and later in the meeting reiterated information on language changes incorporated into the calendar
draft presented on March 10. Dr. Sawyer noted that no additional recommendations for changes had been
received on the posted updated calendar draft.  On a motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by Ms. Heffernan,
the Committee voted unanimously to approve the 2021-2022 School Year Calendar as presented.

B. School Choice for the 2021-2022 School Year: Vote
Dr. Sawyer reported that one email in support of offering School Choice seats next year at SPS had been
received since the Public Hearing on March 10, 2021. Dr. Sawyer  went on to note that due to the high
level of uncertainty relative to the budget next year, he was recommending that the district not participate
in interdistrict School Choice the following year. On a motion by Mr. Wensky, seconded by Ms.
Heffernan, the Committee voted unanimously to not participate in interdistrict school choice for the
2021-2022 school year.

VII.Finance & Operations
A. Federal Education Stimulus Funding: Report
In his report  Mr. Collins detailed state funding provided in response to COVID-19 (grants, amounts,
uses) and federal funding provided  in response to COVID-19 (grants, amounts, uses). He advised that
information on future stimulus funding was expected in two to three weeks and noted early indicators for
the anticipated amount of funding and parameters for its use. Mr. Collins added that while this type of
non-recurring funding to address the pandemic was important, it could not be used to address the
long-term structural deficit in Shrewsbury as revenue from an operational override could.



B. Fees & Tuitions for 2021-2022 School Year: Recommendation
In his report, Mr. Collins presented information on fees/revenue for transportation, athletics, activities,
full-day kindergarten (FDK) tuition, and preschool tuition in the district.  Mr. Collins noted how
assumptions relative to an expected operational override question for the community inform a rationale
for potentially keeping tuition and user fees the same for FY22, with the exception of eliminating tuition
for FDK. He advised that Dr. Sawyer would make a recommendation on fees and tuition for a vote by the
Committee at their  meeting on April 7, 2021.  Committee members expressed dismay at the dependence
on fees in the district and at the high rates already being charged.

VIII. Old Business
None

IX. New Business
None.

X. Approval of Minutes
Noting a possible typographical error, Mr. Palitsch requested that the minutes from the School Committee
Meeting on March 10, 2021 be held for review at the next meeting. Without objections from the
Committee, the minutes the School Committee Workshop held on March 15, 2021 were accepted as
distributed.

XI. Executive Session
Ms. Fryc requested a motion to adjourn to Executive Session:
A. For the purpose of addressing G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(7) “[t]o comply with,
or act under the authority of, any general or special law or federal
grant-in-aid requirements” (“Purpose 7”), Open Meeting Law,
G.L. c. 30A, §§ 22(f), (g) – for the purpose of reviewing, approving, and/or
releasing executive session minutes;
B. For the purpose of addressing G.L. c.  30A, § 21(a)(3) “to discuss strategy with respect to collective
bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect of the bargaining or litigating
position of the public body and the chair so declares” (“Purpose 3”) - the Shrewsbury Education
Association Units A and/or B, the Shrewsbury Paraprofessional Association, and/or the Cafeteria Workers
Association; and
C. For the purpose of addressing G.L. c.  30A, § 21(a)(2) “to conduct strategy sessions in preparation for
negotiations with nonunion personnel or to conduct collective bargaining sessions or contract negotiations
with nonunion personnel” (“Purpose 2”) -  non-represented administrators, where deliberation in an open
meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the public body; and return to Open
Session only for the purpose of adjourning for the evening. On a motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by Mr.
Wensky, on a roll call vote: Ms. Heffernan, yes; Mr. Palitsch, yes; Dr. Magee, yes; Mr. Wensky, yes; and
Ms. Fryc, yes, the School Committee voted to adjourn to executive session at 9:37 pm.

XII. Adjournment

On a motion by Mr. Wensky, seconded by Ms. Heffernan, the committee unanimously agreed to adjourn
the meeting at 10:05 pm. Roll call votes were as follows: Mr. Palitsch, yes; Ms. Heffernan, yes;  Dr.
Magee, yes;  Mr. Wensky, yes; and Ms. Fryc, yes.



Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth McCollum, Clerk

Documents referenced:
1. Pandemic Response Update & Plans  for Reopening Full/In-Person - Slide Presentation
2. Student Assessment Preliminary Data Report
3. Student Assessment Preliminary Data Slide Presentation
4. Revised 2021-2022 School Year Calendar Recommendation Memo
5. Revised 2021-2022 School Year Calendar Draft
6. Federal Stimulus Funding Slide Presentation
7. FY22 Fee and Tuition Slide Presentation
8. Set(s) of minutes as referenced above


