
SHREWSBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
100 MAPLE AVENUE

SHREWSBURY, MASSACHUSETTS

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Present:  Ms. Sandy Fryc, Chairperson; Mr. Jon Wensky, Vice Chairperson; Dr. B. Dale Magee,
Secretary; Ms. Lynsey Heffernan; Mr. Jason Palitsch; Mr. Patrick Collins, Assistant Superintendent for
Finance and Operations; Ms. Amy B. Clouter, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum & Instruction;
Ms. Barb Malone, Executive Director of Human Resources; and Dr. Joseph Sawyer, Superintendent of
Schools.

Due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, this meeting was not open to physical attendance by the
public, but was broadcast live on SELCO Channels 29 & 329 and streamed live on the Shrewsbury Media
Connection website. A complete audio/visual recording of this meeting is available on the Shrewsbury
Public Schools website.

The meeting was convened by Ms. Fryc at 7:01 pm

I. Public Participation
Ms. Sanam Zaer read a letter that was submitted to the Committee requesting that “Columbus Day” be
replaced by “Indigenous Peoples’ Day” on the School Calendar. Ms. Elizabeth Hylton requested that
Massachusetts state holiday Juneteenth be added to the School Calendar.

II. Chairperson’s Report & Members’ Reports
Mr. Wensky reported meeting with parents and staff at Parent Forum and PTO meetings to discuss the
budget situation at Shrewsbury Public Schools.

III. Superintendent’s Report
Dr. Sawyer thanked all students, staff, volunteers, and sponsors involved in producing the “For the Love
of the Performing Arts” telethon, which had raised $32,000 to-date to support the Shrewsbury Public
Schools Performing Arts Program.

IV. Time Scheduled Appointments:
A. SHS Student Advisory Committee: Report
Mr. Todd Bazydlo, Shrewsbury High School (SHS) Principal, and students Aabia Hasan, Chairperson;
Maxfield Evers, David Lee, Nikhita Ram, and Anushka Mukhopadhyay attended the meeting virtually.
The students reported on senior-specific activities; student advocacy and well-being programs and
opportunities; the response to, and changes from, the COVID pandemic; and current events and
opportunities for student engagement.  Additional information was provided in response to questions from
the Committee and Dr. Sawyer regarding how mental health supports are being received by students, and
on ways to try to increase student participation in COVID-19 pooled surveillance testing.

B.  Update on School District’s Response to the Pandemic & Possibilities for Reopening for Full,
In-Person Learning: Report & Potential Vote to Request a Waiver from the Dept. of Elementary &



Secondary Education Regarding the Timeline for Return of Grade 5 to Full, In-Person Learning
Program
Dr. Sawyer presented a summary of key messages, case counts in the district, and current state and local
public health data, and provided an update on pooled surveillance testing being conducted in the district.
Dr. Sawyer addressed planning for a return to full in-person school in light of recent communications
from the Commissioner of the Department of Elementary & Secondary Education (DESE), and
summarized feedback on surveys to families regarding changing cohorts, and families and staff regarding
confidence relative to 3’ social distancing. He noted logistical challenges around furniture removal and
delivery to schools (noting March 25 and 26 might be designated remote learning days to allow for
moving/adding furniture), and recommended requesting a waiver from DESE to allow grade 5 to be part
of the later middle school reopening timeline.  Mr. Collins presented information on school bus
transportation in light of updated guidance from DESE, and discussed implementation of, and
expectations around, bus service for more student riders going forward. Committee members asked a
variety of questions relative to planning for the return to full in-person school for students, and expressed
appreciation to SPS Administration and staff for their work on navigating the changes associated with
reopening. Mr. Palitsch advised that he was unhappy with the approach taken by DESE to reopening and
felt it was disrespectful to districts.

On a motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by Ms. Heffernan, the Committee voted unanimously that the
district request a waiver from the Massachusetts Department of Elementary & Secondary Education so
that Grade 5 may be aligned with the other middle school level grades regarding the timeline for a return
to full, in-person education.

C. Fiscal Year 2022 Budget & School Choice: Public Hearing
Ms. Fryc opened the Public Hearing at 8:31 pm.

Three Shrewsbury residents (Colleen Corbett, Guinevere Molina, and Rosemary Royer), spoke separately
in support of placing a Proposition 2 ½ override on the ballot for the May 2021 election to provide more
funding to the school district.

On a motion by Mr. Wensky, seconded by Dr. Magee, the Committee voted unanimously to close the
public Hearing at 8:45 pm.

D. Fiscal Year 2022 Budget & Possible Operational Override: Discussion
Dr. Sawyer provided information on a potential agreement between the Committee and Board of
Selectmen on funding to address the ongoing structural budget deficit.  The operational override under
consideration is based on the Arlington Model (for a certain sum of money and with a stabilization
account that can be drawn down over time, and with a commitment to no additional overrides being
proposed for a fixed amount of time). Dr. Sawyer presented several updated projections for future years
based on the model which utilized different growth factors to illustrate how the School Department
budget would enable the preservation of existing staff and programming and the ability to restore
previously cut positions or programming and/or make strategic improvements in varying degrees.  Mr.
Collins added that this type of planning represented great value to the community for municipal and
school services, and provided predictability of funding levels for future planning.
Committee members expressed support for the model as an approach to addressing the town
government’s structural funding deficit.



V. Curriculum
None.

VI. Policy
A.  School District Calendar for 2021-2022 School Year: Discussion
Dr. Sawyer noted that key changes to the draft school calendar being presented for 2021-2022 include: a
later start date for students than usual due to uncertainty around the pandemic and Beal School opening;
the addition of Juneteenth Independence Day, which is a new Massachusetts state holiday (which cannot
be a school day if the school year is extended due to snow or other cancellations); and updated verbiage to
denote October 11 as “Columbus Day/Indigenous Peoples’ Day.” Ms. Fryc noted the draft calendar would
be posted for review and feedback from the public prior to a vote on the calendar at the March 24, 2021
meeting.

VII.Finance & Operations
None.

VIII. Old Business
None.

IX. New Business
None.

X. Approval of Minutes
Without objections from the Committee, the minutes from the School Committee Workshops held on
February 22 and March 3, 2021 and from the School Committee Meeting held on February 24, 2021 were
accepted as distributed.

XI. Executive Session
Ms. Fryc requested a motion to adjourn to Executive Session:
A. for the purpose of addressing G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(7) “[t]o comply with,
or act under the authority of, any general or special law or federal
grant-in-aid requirements” (“Purpose 7”), Open Meeting Law,
G.L. c. 30A, §§ 22(f), (g) – for the purpose of reviewing, approving, and/or
releasing executive session minutes; and
B. for the purpose of addressing G.L. c.  30A, § 21(a)(3) “to discuss strategy with respect to collective
bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect of the bargaining or litigating
position of the public body and the chair so declares” (“Purpose 3”) - the Shrewsbury Education
Association Units A and/or B, the Shrewsbury Paraprofessional Association, and/or the Cafeteria Workers
Association, where deliberation in an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining
position of the public body; and return to Open Session only for the purpose of adjourning for the
evening. On a motion by Mr. Paltisch, seconded by Mr. Wensky, on a roll call vote: Ms. Heffernan, yes;
Mr. Palitsch, yes; Dr. Magee, yes; Mr. Wensky, yes; and Ms. Fryc, yes, the School Committee voted to
adjourn to executive session at  9:30 pm.



XII. Adjournment

On a motion by Mr. Wensky, seconded by Mr. Palitsch, the committee unanimously agreed to adjourn the
meeting at 10:01 pm. Roll call votes were as follows: Mr. Palitsch, yes; Ms. Heffernan, yes; Dr. Magee,
yes; Mr. Wensky, yes; Ms. Fryc, yes.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth McCollum, Clerk

Documents referenced:
1. Letter regarding School Calendar and Indigenous Peoples’ Day
2. SHS Student Advisory Committee Agenda
3. Pandemic Response Update & Possibilities for Reopening Full/In-Person - Slide Presentation
4. FY22 Projections Spreadsheet
5. 2021-2022 School Year Calendar Recommendation Memo
6. 2021-2022 School Year Calendar Draft
7. Set(s) of Minutes as referenced above


