
SHREWSBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
100 MAPLE AVENUE 

SHREWSBURY, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Wednesday, January 27, 2021 
 

Present via virtual participation:  Ms. Sandy Fryc, Chairperson; Mr. Jon Wensky, Vice Chairperson; Dr. 
B. Dale Magee,  Secretary; Ms. Lynsey Heffernan; Mr. Jason Palitsch; Mr. Patrick Collins, Assistant 
Superintendent for Finance and Operations; Ms. Amy B. Clouter,  Assistant Superintendent for 
Curriculum & Instruction; Ms. Barb Malone, Director of Human Resources;  and Dr. Joseph Sawyer, 
Superintendent of Schools. 
 
Due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and the Shrewsbury Media Connection’s decision not to 
provide personnel for live broadcasting from the Town Hall, the meeting was conducted remotely and 
was not open to physical participation by the public, but was broadcast live on SELCO Channels 29 & 
329 and streamed live on the Shrewsbury Media Connection website. A complete audio/visual recording 
of the meeting is available on the Shrewsbury Public Schools website. 
 
 
The meeting was convened by Ms. Fryc at 7:00 pm. 
 
I. Public Participation 
None.  
 
II. Chairperson’s Report & Members’ Reports  
Mr. Wensky announced his intention to run for re-election to the School Committee in the upcoming May 
2021 election.  
 
III. Superintendent’s Report 
Dr. Sawyer expressed appreciation to State Sen. Michael Moore for securing $25,000 in funding for the 
district to address COVID-related costs, noting it would be used for the surveillance pool testing 
initiative.  He also reported that Summer Enrichment programs would not be offered this year due to 
uncertainty and space considerations, but that summer special education and English language learner 
services would be offered. 
 
IV. Time Scheduled Appointments:  
A. Update on School District’s Response to the Pandemic: Report  
In his report, Dr. Sawyer presented a summary of key messages, case counts in the district, and current 
state and local public health data.  He discussed medical literature that focuses on in-school transmission 
risk; updated state guidance to decision-making relative to determining educational program changes; 
efforts to maintain stability in the district; an incident of suspected in-school transmission; and upcoming 
COVID-19 pooled surveillance testing in the district. Regarding suspected in-school transmission cases, 
Dr. Magee asked about the time-frame and frequency of follow-up testing of other individuals after 
determination of a positive result (one test was administered two days post-determination for an incident 
in December). 

 



 
B. Recommended Redistricting Options: Public Hearing  
Ms. Fryc opened the public hearing at 7:15 pm.  Dr. Sawyer and Mr. Collins presented context and 
background information on the Redistricting Committee, the redistricting timeline, and the redistricting 
process, and noted that the hearing represented the third opportunity (two Community Forums were held 
previously) for the community to provide public feedback.  
 
Participants Sara Port, 3 Park Street West; Diana Sladen, 7 Holman Heights Circle; Liz Mason, 45 Park 
Street; and Jennifer Mathney, 96 School Street, expressed support for recommended redistricting option 
Scenario 19. Adeola Mbaneme, 85 Colonial Drive: expressed concern that both recommended 
redistricting options (Scenario 18 and Scenario 19) would further contribute to racial imbalance and racial 
isolation of elementary students; expressed a belief that current available data on Black, Indigenous and 
People of Color (BIPOC) students was not adequately examined in the redistricting process; requested 
that Scenario 18 and Scenario 19 be revised prior to a vote by the School Committee; and (speaking again 
later in the hearing) requested that any potential additional or revised scenarios include a detailed 
breakdown of projected student demographics by race. Sudha Devarajan, 2 Grove Meadow Lane, noted a 
clerical error on the redistricting maps being utilized and Mr. Collins advised it would be corrected. 
Jeremy Hilton, 119 Gulf Street, noted the importance of special education services for students as a factor 
in the balance of the redistricting process. 
 
On a motion by Dr. Magee, seconded by Mr. Palitsch, the Committee voted unanimously to close the 
Public Hearing at 7:53 PM.  Roll call votes were as follows:  Ms. Heffernan, yes; Dr. Magee, yes; Mr. 
Palitsch, yes; Mr. Wensky, yes; and Ms. Fryc, yes. 
 

 
C. State of the School District: Report from the Superintendent  
Dr. Sawyer noted multiple significant challenges currently facing the district and the nation; 
acknowledged the hard work done by SPS staff in response to these challenges; detailed the ongoing 
structural funding dilemma facing the district and its potential to compromise the educational program 
going forward; discussed the vision for students embodied in Shrewsbury Public Schools’ Portrait of a 
Graduate, and the district’s five-year Strategic Priorities; and advised that transparency, advocacy, and 
leadership would be needed going forward to address the long-standing structural funding dilemma. 
 
Committee members offered their perspectives in turn.  Recurrent themes included acknowledgement of 
the ongoing structural structural deficit; dismay at past budget cuts; the need for leadership and local 
solutions - including the use of an operational override - to address the fiscal challenges; and the 
importance of community advocacy and outreach to other municipal boards, including the Board of 
Selectmen, to address the financial deficit. 

 
 
V. Curriculum 
A. SHS Program of Studies: Vote 
Ms. Fryc advised that proposed changes to the Program of Studies at Shrewsbury High School for 
2021-2022 had been presented at the prior meeting.  There were no questions or comments from the 
Committee. On a motion by Mr. Wensky, seconded by Dr. Magee, the Committee voted unanimously to 
approve the Shrewsbury High School 2021-2022 Program of Studies.  Roll call votes were as follows: 
Dr. Magee, yes; Ms. Heffernan, yes; Mr. Wensky, yes; Mr. Palitsch, yes; and Ms. Fryc, yes. 

 



 
VI. Policy 
A. Updated Policy on Title IX Requirements: Vote  
Ms. Fryc advised that the updated policy on Title IX requirements had been returned by legal counsel but 
was still pending review by Dr. Sawyer and Ms. Malone, and recommended that the Committee move the 
vote on this agenda item to the meeting on February 10, 2021; the Committee and Dr. Sawyer concurred.  
 
VII. Finance & Operations 
None. 
 
VIII. Old Business 
None. 
 
IX. New Business 
None. 
 
X. Approval of Minutes 
Without objections from the Committee, the minutes from the School Committee Workshop held on 
January 19, 2021, and the School Committee Meeting held on January 20, 2021 were accepted as 
distributed. 

 
 

XI. Executive Session  
None. 
 

 
XII. Adjournment  
On a motion by Dr. Magee, seconded by Mr. Wensky, the committee unanimously agreed to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:31 pm. Roll call votes were as follows:  Dr. Magee, yes; Ms. Heffernan, yes;  Mr. Wensky, 
yes;  Mr. Palitsch, yes;  and Ms. Fryc, yes. 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Elizabeth McCollum, Clerk 
 
Documents referenced: 
 

1. Pandemic Response Update Slide Presentation 
2. Elementary Redistricting Recommended Options Memo 
3. Elementary Redistricting Recommended Options Slide Presentation 
4. Superintendent’s State of the District Report Slide Presentation 
5. Shrewsbury High School 2021-2022 Program of Studies 
6. Set(s) of minutes as referenced above 

 


