
SHREWSBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
100 MAPLE AVENUE

SHREWSBURY, MASSACHUSETTS

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING

Wednesday, January 20, 2021

Present via virtual participation:  Ms. Sandy Fryc, Chairperson; Mr. Jon Wensky, Vice Chairperson; Dr. B.
Dale Magee,  Secretary; Ms. Lynsey Heffernan; Mr. Jason Palitsch; Mr. Patrick Collins, Assistant
Superintendent for Finance and Operations; Ms. Amy B. Clouter,  Assistant Superintendent for
Curriculum & Instruction; Ms. Barb Malone, Director of Human Resources;  and Dr. Joseph Sawyer,
Superintendent of Schools.

Due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and the Shrewsbury Media Connection’s decision not to
provide personnel for live broadcasting from the Town Hall, the meeting was conducted remotely and was
not open to physical participation by the public, but was broadcast live on SELCO Channels 29 & 329
and streamed live on the Shrewsbury Media Connection website. A complete audio/visual recording of
the meeting is available on the Shrewsbury Public Schools website.

The meeting was convened by Ms. Fryc at  7:00 pm.

I. Public Participation
None.

II. Chairperson’s Report & Members’ Reports
None.

III. Superintendent’s Report
Dr. Sawyer reported that the recently held second full day of Professional Development (PD) for staff
included collaborative planning time and featured keynote speakers Mr. Chase Mielke and Dr. Darnisa
Amante - Jackson, and noted that content for the PD day was informed by feedback from staff.

IV. Time Scheduled Appointments:
A. Update on Reopening of the 2020-2021 School Year: Report
Dr. Sawyer began the report with a summary of key messages, current case counts in the district, and
current state and local public health data.  He addressed medical literature focusing on in-school
transmission risk, updated state guidance to decision-making relative to determining changes in
educational programs, strategies for maintaining stability in the district, and cases of suspected in-school
transmission.  Director of School Nursing Noelle Freeman discussed the timeline and protocols for
upcoming COVID-19 pooled surveillance testing in the district, and Mr. Collins addressed financing for
the testing. Ms. Clouter presented detailed information on the recently updated Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) guidelines around minimum “live” times for learning models and the
associated changes by level - elementary, middle, and high school - and noted the key considerations
utilized when adjusting existing schedules. Ms. Clouter and Dr. Sawyer acknowledged challenges around
implementing the updated standards for “live” instruction time for students. Committee members
expressed support for upcoming pool surveillance testing, noted challenges associated with the DESE



changes, and asked clarifying questions about adjustments to “live” instruction time at various levels and
the best way for  families to provide feedback regarding these changes.

B. SHS Program of Studies for 2021-2022 School Year: Report
Shrewsbury High School (SHS) Principal Todd Bazydlo presented an overview of the course selection
timeline and detailed proposed changes to the following departments: Family Consumer Science, Foreign
Language,  Instructional Technology and Media Services (ITAMS), Science and Engineering, Social
Science, and Visual Arts. Mr. Kenneth Almeida, Interim Director of Foreign Language, addressed
proposed changes to the Foreign Language Department, including updating the department name and
names of some courses to be more inclusive, and adding new courses - e.g. Heritage courses - that better
reflect the diversity of the student population. Committee members noted the expanded/updated  course
offerings reflect the district’s commitment to civics education, equity, and inclusion; Dr. Sawyer
expressed appreciation for the thoughtful updates proposed and noted the Committee would have an
opportunity to vote on the changes at their next meeting.

C. Elementary Redistricting Project: Recommended Options
Mr. Collins noted that the following members of the Redistricting Committee were in attendance at the
meeting in addition to Ms. Fryc, Mr. Wensky, Dr. Sawyer, and himself: Terrick Andey, Parent, Beal Early
Childhood Center; Shannon Creedon, Parent, Walter J. Paton School;  Christine Jasinski, Parent, Calvin
Coolidge School; Rajesh Velagapudi, Parent, Floral Street School; Sanam Zaer, Parent, Spring Street
School; Tiffany Ostrander, Principal, Calvin Coolidge School; and  Bryan Mabie, Principal, Spring Street
School; and then introduced presenters Kate Hickey, Principal in Charge, and Priya Sankalia, Project
Manager, AppGeo.  Ms. Sankalia began by presenting information on current elementary zones, and
current and projected (year 2030) student populations in the district. Ms. Sankalia provided detailed
information on two scenarios (18 and 19) that the Redistricting Committee is recommending as options
for the School Committee’s review, describing Scenario 18 as an option that balances all the Guiding
Principles of the School Committee with current and future overall school target enrollment as best as
possible, and Scenario 19 as an iteration of Scenario 18 that incorporates feedback from the parent
community and minimizes the number of displaced students. Although it was not supported by a majority
of the Redistricting Committee, information on a third option with a focus on socio-economic parity
across all schools (Scenario 16) was also presented due to its importance and to illustrate the level of
work invested in exploring it as an option. Mr. Collins concluded the presentation with a project timeline
and schedule of upcoming meetings. All five parent representatives on the Redistricting Committee
shared their views in turn on the process and the recommendations presented, and several School
Committee members offered their perspectives. Dr. Sawyer expressed a desire for feedback from the
community and noted he would make his own recommendation on a redistricting option at the meeting on
February 10.

V. Curriculum
None.

VI. Policy
A. Updated Policy on Title IX Requirements: First Reading
Ms. Malone advised that recent federal guideline changes relative to Title IX informed the draft being
presented of a new anti-harassment policy for both students and staff that incorporates elements of two
separate, existing policies - one for staff (Policy 316)  and one for students (Policy 645). After noting
concern with the draft’s legalese, Dr. Magee expressed concerns around its definition of “consent,” the
length of time designated for record-keeping, and the lack of verbiage regarding the reporting of criminal



acts to the appropriate authorities. In response, Ms. Malone and Policy Subcommittee members Mr.
Palitsch and Ms. Fryc agreed that the draft should be reviewed again by legal counsel. In response to
questions raised, Ms. Malone advised that while there is potential for federal guidelines to be updated
again in the future, changes need to be implemented now to ensure compliance at the present time.

VII.Finance & Operations
None.

VIII. Old Business
None.

IX. New Business
None.

X. Approval of Minutes
Without objections from the Committee, the minutes from the School Committee Meeting held on
January 6, 2021 were accepted as distributed.

XI. Executive Session
Ms. Fryc requested a motion to adjourn to Executive Session:
A. for the purpose of addressing G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(7) “[t]o comply with,
or act under the authority of, any general or special law or federal
grant-in-aid requirements” (“Purpose 7”), Open Meeting Law,
G.L. c. 30A, §§ 22(f), (g) – for the purpose of reviewing, approving, and/or
releasing executive session minutes, and
B. for the purpose of addressing G.L. c.  30A, § 21(a)(3) “to discuss strategy with respect to collective
bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect of the bargaining or litigating
position of the public body and the chair so declares” (“Purpose 3”) - the Shrewsbury Education
Association Units A and/or B, the Shrewsbury Paraprofessional Association, and/or the Cafeteria Workers
Association, where deliberation in an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining
position of the public body; and return to Open Session only for the purpose of adjourning for the
evening. On a motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by Mr. Wensky, on a roll call vote:  Mr. Palitsch, yes;
Ms. Heffernan, yes;  Mr. Wensky, yes;  Dr. Magee, yes; and Ms. Fryc, yes, the School Committee voted to
adjourn to executive session at 9:01 pm.

XII. Adjournment

On a motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by Mr. Wensky, the committee unanimously agreed to adjourn the
meeting at 9:34 pm. Roll call votes were as follows: Ms. Fryc, yes; Ms. Heffernan, yes; Mr. Palitsch, yes;
Mr. Wensky, yes; and Dr. Magee, yes.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth McCollum, Clerk



Documents referenced:
1. 2020-21 School Year Reopening Update Slide Presentation
2. SHS Program of Studies Proposed Changes Report
3. SHS Program of Studies Proposed Changes Slide Presentation
4. Elementary Redistricting Recommended Options Memo
5. Elementary Redistricting Recommended Options Slide Presentation
6. Updated Policy on Title IX Requirements - Memo
7. Updated Policy on Title IX Requirements - Draft
8. Set(s) of minutes as referenced above


