
Important Dates

Early Release Day: March 6th

Contact Us
Team Email:
7blue@shrewsbury.k12.ma..us 
Mrs. Binder
kbinder@shrewsbury.k12.ma..us 
Mrs. Straubel 
sstraubel@shrewsbury.k12.ma..us 
Ms. Newton
knewton@shrewsbury.k12.ma.us
Mrs. Orfalea 
korfalea@shrewsbury.k12.ma.us 
Mrs. Orlando
torlando@shrewsbury.k12.ma.us

7-BLUE NEWSLETTER 
Team Email- 7blue@shrewsbury.k12.ma.us

Winter 2018

Keep your eyes and ears 
open for upcoming 7 Blue 
Team Talent Show and bowling 
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Trimester 2 is devoted to life science in science class. 
We began in December by exploring the characteristics 
of living things, and then by learning how to use light 
microscopes to examine a variety of samples. We then 
shifted focus to the building blocks of living things: cells! 
Students learned about eukaryotic cells by acting as the 
campaign headquarters for an organelle. Their organelle 
candidate was campaigning to be the president of the 
cell after the nucleus stepped down. In addition to 
building up their own candidate, students had to discredit 
their opponent organelles in a smear campaign. The 
competition was fierce! An example of an ad smearing 
the cytoplasm and a song smearing the mitochondria are 
on the left side of this page. Congratulations to the 
mitochondria for winning the final election, and great job 
to all for a great campaign season!

We are now learning about genetics. We started this 
unit by learning about the structure and function of DNA. 
We built models and then had the opportunity to extract 
DNA out of strawberries! We are using our knowledge of 
genetic material to explore patterns of inheritance in 
living things. 

Science with Mrs. Straubel

Click here to 
listen to John 
and Rohit’s song 
smearing the 
mitochondria!
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This month in ELA, we have been really breaking down the writing process, 
and connecting it to current events that are ongoing in America. We are using the 
CER (claim, evidence, reasoning) model this year to organize analytical writing. 
We have spent a week close reading and looking into the history behind the poem, 
“The New Colossus” by Emma Lazarus in order to connect pieces of work to our 
study of analytical writing. Each class section has facilitated a Socratic seminar, 
and several small group activities to tease out the literary devices and deeper 
connections within the poem. 

Following this, each student generated a focus question and created a 
deconstructed CER visual to represent his/her supported response. This allowed 
us to really understand the purpose of this type of writing, and to worry about the 
format of an essay later. In the upcoming weeks, we will be formalizing our 
understanding as we write a comparative ORQ between this poem, and a short 
nonfiction NewsELA article about Refugees in America and their struggles. 

After February break, we will also begin our first novel study on The Boy 
Who Harnessed The Wind. This nonfiction world novel relates directly to the 
troupe of adversity and overcoming obstacles, which is also seen in our current 
writing unit. This focus on overcoming challenges, paired with an understanding 
of empathy will allow us to fully immerse ourselves in the text. 

We have made incredible progress with our writing in these last few weeks, 
and I am very excited to see how each student progresses! 

English with Ms. Newton 
and mrs. Orlando



December was a very busy month in World Geography class. In addition to celebrating 
St. Lucia Day, Chanukah and Christmas with videos, props and games (Dreidel was a 
huge hit!), we continued learning about Globalization- the way people, countries and 
businesses use technology, communication and transportation to connect especially for 
TRADE. We learned some of the pros and cons of living in a global world today, using 
Venezuela as a model.
 
Since winter break, we have turned our focus toward Africa. We began by studying its 
physical  geography (including the impact of desertification on the Sahel Region) as 
well as the history and impact of Colonialism on present day Africa. We have wrapped 
up our study of Economic Vocabulary and Tools which we use to analyze countries to 
make strong real world connections and are making posters to show what we have 
learned in our Blood Diamonds unit.  
 
Our New Year’s Resolution is New Year= New Goals! Many kids are  impressing me 
with their willingness to work hard be engaged learners and improve their grades!!

7 Blue  also continues to enjoy and excel in friendly competitions like Current Events 
and the National Geo Bee! Congrats to Kaitlin Cruise  who achieved First Place for  
Grade 7 in the December OMS Current Events competition!

 

Social Studies with Ms. Binder

Picture Here

DDre Dreidel Game in Action!Collaborative Africa Physical Map Making!



In math class, we are working in our Comparing and Scaling unit. In this unit 
students are focusing on making comparisons using ratios, fractions, decimals, rates, 
unit rates, percents, and proportions. We are helping students to further develop their 
proportional reasoning skills, as well as to recognize when it is appropriate to reason 
proportionally. Students continue to work on problems that are based in the real 
world. In this unit, these real world problem situations include making sense of data 
that is collected through surveys, scaling recipes up or down to accommodate a 
certain number of people, analyzing prices to find the best deals, and calculating 
sales commissions. For additional information on these unit topics, please find the 
C&S Family Letter in the math “Comparing and Scaling” Schoology folder.

Our next unit will be “Moving Straight Ahead.”  In this unit, our students will be 
developing their algebraic skills. They will be introduced to situations that can be 
modeled with linear relationships and graphed with straight lines.  We will be using 
graphing technology on the iPads to explore how linear equations, tables and graphs 
are related. Students will learn about dependent and independent variables and how 
to show relationships between the variables using different forms of representation. 
We will also be relating equations to real life situations. Our work in this unit will 
provide a solid foundation for students in their work next year on linear and non-linear 
relationships. 

Math with Ms. Orfalea



7 Blue Highlights

Congratulations to Caitlyn Carroca, Mittzy 
Barroso, Lexi Kent, and Steven Hu for being 
recognized as outstanding teammates at 
our recent community meeting!

7 Blue did a wonderful job 
organizing a flash mob, 
and skits for our 7th grade 
community meeting. 
Students created a 
presentation and dance 
that reflected our HOWLS 
goals, and focused on 
respect. Great work! 

7 Blue Team Final Geo Bee 
Competition! Congratulations to all 
our participants! We had a blast! 
Rohit Marathe went on to represent 
us at the school wide finals where he 
got second place!


