
                                                                                                             
 

February 2023 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

Grade 7:  Your students have worked diligently to finish reading chapters two and three of Ecce 

Romani by February vacation. After vacation, we will focus on some of the new language structures: 

singular and plural nouns of the second declension and the important rule about noun-adjective 

agreement.  Students also learned about the historical Cornelius family and Lupercalia, a Roman 

festival connected to both Rome’s founding and the concept of februa – end of the year cleansing and 

root of our word February. As we move on to chapter 4 in March, we’ll be learning about direct 

objects and Roman clothing; students will create a clothing project to showcase their knowledge. 

 

Grade 8:  Students have completed twelve chapters now, and our fictional Cornelius family is en route 

to Rome along the Appian Way…what could go wrong? Students connected with a song about noun 

endings from Agora Academy,  helping them recall the first declension endings for a recent quiz; we’ll 

be continuing with the second declension as well as the imperfect verb tense in the coming weeks. 

After February vacation, students will read about the Latin courses offered in Shrewsbury High 

School, complete a reflection on their accomplishments in Latin, and then evaluate which course most 

closely matches their abilities for grade nine: Latin 2, Latin 2 Honors, or a repeat of Latin 1. There are 

other language options (Spanish 1, French 1, Heritage Spanish, and Heritage Portuguese) which 

students may consider. I’ll be meeting with individuals to discuss and determine their best option. 

Your input is also important, so please don’t hesitate to contact me with questions or concerns. Most of 

our eighth-grade students have opted to take the National Latin Exam. This exam, sponsored by the 

American Classical League, promotes the teaching and learning of Latin. It gives students the 

opportunity to experience a sense of personal accomplishment in their study of Latin. Students have 

extra study materials on Schoology where they can practice what they have learned. They are 

encouraged to use these whenever they complete assignments early, but may do so at home as well. 

 

Extra-curricular news: Latin club members have been preparing on their own for the Pegasus Myth 

exam. At our last club meeting, we played Kahoot to review the story of Jason and the Argonauts. The 

exam will take place at our club meeting on Wednesday, March 1. On March 11, some members of our 

Latin Club will be going to Boston Latin School to compete in a certamen tournament. Certamen is a 

team competition like quiz bowl with questions about Latin vocabulary and grammar, Roman history, 

and mythology. Bonam fortunam! 

 

Valeātis – Be well!   

Nancy Sinacola  nsinacola@shrewsbury.k12.ma.us 

A relief showing Romulus and Remus with the she-wolf in the 

Lupercal, where the Lupercalia celebrations began each year. 
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7 Red had a unique opportunity when an eighth-grade Chinese class visited and 
taught a hands-on lesson on Chinese calligraphy to celebrate the Lunar New Year. 

Grade 8 has been hard at work, racing to decline nouns as they memorize noun endings. 
 


