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The Shrewsbury Public Schools, in partnership with the community, will provide students with the skills and knowledge for 
the next century, an appreciation of our democratic tradition, and the desire to learn throughout life. 
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March 17, 2020 
 

Dear Shrewsbury Families, 
 

We are reaching out to share our thoughts and support for you and your children during this remarkable time.  We 
recognize that it is challenging for all families to have students at home due to the school closure, but that we realize it 
is particularly challenging for families whose children have disabilities.  We have been working diligently with the 
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE), other districts, legal counsel, and our 
district colleagues to provide you with as many resources, supports, and access to up to date information as possible.  
We understand that you may have many questions about how a long term closure affects your student and other 
students with disabilities.  The circumstances we are finding ourselves in certainly feels like uncharted territory.  To 
help mitigate some confusion, Shrewsbury is sharing a new resource developed by DESE providing guidance for our 
community moving forward.  Please know that information is rapidly evolving and changing based on many factors 
across our district and our commonwealth.  We realize that at this time collaboration and calm are critically important, 
and we will do our best to keep you informed of changes as they occur.  Together, we will work with the guidance 
given to us from the state and federal level as it becomes available.  
 

Another resource we can share is from the US Department of Education, Providing Services to Children with 
Disabilities During the Coronavirus Disease 2019 Outbreak FAQ to provide regulatory guidance.  If a Local Education 
Agency (LEA), like Shrewsbury Public Schools, closes school and does not provide any formal educational services to 
the general population, then an LEA would not be required to provide services to students with disabilities during the 
same period of time.  Once students return, individual IEP teams can make decisions about student needs as a result 
of extended closures.  Our district has generated a list of resources to continue to provide educational activities under 
specific domains during this unexpected time. 
 

You can expect that your child’s special education liaison and service providers will be reaching out to you shortly.  
They will be available to answer your questions and provide guidance to you during the school closures.   
 

In the meantime, stay safe and healthy, and continue to support each other. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Meg Belsito 
Assistant Superintendent for Student Services 
 

Meghan Bartlett  
Assistant Director for Special Education and Pupil Personnel Services 
 

Kristin Herrick 
Director of Specialized Programs 
 

Jacqueline Marcello 
PreK-4 Elementary Director of Special Education 
 

Patricia Waterhouse 
Middle Schools Director of Special Education 
 

Meghan deLeon 
Shrewsbury High School Director of Special Education 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N6o4N54t9FlJHDsd3iEkUvtXVpIle1Iv/view?usp=sharing
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/qa-covid-19-03-12-2020.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3FoeQfHwWCfms__gJYYMxfWoSkmmXfFewO516ThuBLqRBBlc7n8k6jHPU
https://campussuite-storage.s3.amazonaws.com/prod/11162/b2004386-1ca3-11e6-b537-22000bd8490f/2068131/30c0252e-67d1-11ea-a4f9-0adee3c94bd5/file/SPS%20Learning%20Opportunity%20Resources.pdf

