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Dear Coolidge Families, 
  
Your child’s report card will be coming home in his or her backpack tomorrow. The Coolidge 
staff appreciates the time you will take this week to sit down with your child to review the report, 
paying special attention to the areas of work habits and social skills, as we all recognize the 
important roles that effort, attitude, and collaboration play in academic growth and achievement.  
Be sure to start the conversation by focusing on the areas of academic learning, work habits, and 
social skills that your child has invested strong effort in this trimester. Celebrate those areas and 
talk about what strategies your child used that resulted in success. Then, you can shift the 
conversation to goal-setting for the next trimester. In what areas do you and your child aim to see 
continued growth and progress? Set some specific goals together and think about some key 
strategies your child can use to reach those goals. Here’s just one example: 
  
Goal: Return completed homework on time. (Note: This is one of the work habits included on 
the report card.) 
Strategy #1: Every day, I will write down what I have to complete for homework. 
Strategy #2: When I get home, I will have a snack. Next, I will complete my homework at the 
kitchen table away from the TV. 
Strategy #3: I will put my homework into my green folder and put it right into my backpack 
before going outside to play.   
  
When reviewing your child’s report card, please also note the number of days that he or she was 
absent or tardy from school during this first trimester. While illnesses and other scenarios that 
lead to absence are often outside of anyone’s control, we do want to remind families that missing 
school for vacation or recreation purposes is strongly discouraged, as it disrupts learning and can 
send a conflicting message to students about their responsibility to come to school every day to 
maximize their learning. Students who have reached a total number of 10 or more absences 
and/or tardies will be receiving a letter from the office. As always, parents are encouraged to 
reach out to your child’s classroom teacher or me with questions or requests for support to 
improve school attendance and/or timely arrival to school. 
  
Your child’s report card will arrive in a small manila envelope with a label on the front. Please 
sign the label to acknowledge your receipt of the report card, and return the signed envelope to 
school in your child’s backpack on Tuesday. The actual paper report card should stay at home 
with you. 
  
Students and staff will begin winter vacation on Friday, December 22nd. Students will return to 
school on Tuesday, January 2nd.  
 



I wish you and yours a joyful holiday, and a fun-filled winter break with family and friends! The 
Chronicle will return to its regular schedule on Sunday, January 7th.  
 
Sincerely, 
Tiffany 
 
*This week’s Coolidge Chronicle edition includes hyperlinks to each topic listed as well as 
scripted content for scrolling. 
 
In this issue: 
● PTO Appreciation for Coolidge Teachers  
● STEM is Fun for Kids at Coolidge Elementary School – Winter 2018 Session | Grades K-

4 (New!) 
● Young Rembrandts Winter Session- Register Now! (New!) 
● Thank you SHS A Capella Choir and Women's Choir (New!) 
● Outdoor Winter Play at Recess (New!) 
● Coolidge Student Council - Hat & Mitten Drive, 12/4-12/20 
● Kindergarten 2018-2019  

 
PTO Appreciation for Coolidge Teachers  
Please volunteer to bake cookies or bring supplies to support the PTO December Teacher 
Appreciation event! We will be treating faculty and staff of Coolidge to baked goods as well as 
coffee, tea, and hot chocolate on Monday, December 18th. Please drop off your treats the 
morning of the event by parking and walking in your donation or pull through parent pick-up 
where we will have a volunteer stationed to collect your item. To sign up to provide a treat or 
other item to this event, click here.  
 
STEM is Fun for Kids at Coolidge Elementary School – Winter 2018 Session | Grades K-4 
(New!) 
  
STEM is Fun for Kids in Grades K - 2 
Children are curious individuals. They inquire, discover, and wonder, and by doing so, they 
learn! STEM is Fun programs provide fun-filled experiences that encourage that curiosity in a 
hands-on way. Kids are given challenges that allow them to explore Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math concepts using a variety of tools and techniques: from simple 
experiments, building challenges, team based activities, analytical projects, and even fun games! 
We stimulate their minds and empower them to be life-long learners. STEM is Fun! 
  
  
STEM is Fun for Kids in Grades 3 – 4 
As their curiosity increases, so do the STEM challenges!  Children will engage in activities 
around themes of architecture, chemistry, forensics, circuitry, and a variety of engineering fields.  
Learning opportunities provided will be more in-depth and extend their thinking. This allows 



building upon the knowledge and foundation they have gained in early classroom and STEM 
experience.  STEM is Fun! 
  
This is a 6-class program for students of Coolidge Elementary School from Grades K-4. Classes 
are conducted one hour per week for six weeks. Registration is limited to 12 students/group. 
Please make sure that you are signing up for the correct group. 
● Group A is for students from K- 2nd Grade. 
● Group B is for students from Grades 3-4.  Winter 2018 Schedule:  Thursdays, 3:30-4:30 

PM 
● Dates: Jan 11, 18, 25, Feb 1, 8, 15 
● Cost: $98/child for 6 weeks 

  

Note: This program is sponsored by the Coolidge Elementary School PTO. The PTO will get a 
portion of the proceeds. 

  
Registration Instructions: Click the link below or paste in your browser to register: 
  
https://reg134.imperisoft.com/StemBeginnings/Search/Registration.aspx 
  
You may also go to our website (www.stembeginnings.com) and click Online Registration. 
Select “Winter 2017-2018” under Season and “Coolidge Elementary School” under Location. 
 
Young Rembrandts Winter Session- Register Now! 
Ring in 2018 by registering your child for the Winter session of Young Rembrandts at Coolidge 
School. Whether a seasoned Young Rembrandt or curious and wanting to try us out, winter is a 
great time for drawing.  We have a new lesson every week so students are continually building 
their drawing skills. Class will be held after school on Thursdays, beginning the second week of 
January. All details are can be found on the attached flyer. New this session: ALL registration 
will be online, at https://swboston-centralma.asapconnected.com/?org=4036#eventid=932099. 
Contact Young Rembrandts directly to make alternative payment method. Class fills quickly and 
a waitlist will be started if needed. Register early to hold your spot! To see the flyer click here. 
 
Thank you SHS A Capella Choir and Women’s Choir (New!) 
On Friday, December 15th, the SHS Acapella Choir came to Coolidge to kick off our annual 
Snowflake Festival. We were entranced by their beautiful voices! Thank you to Amy Kwok, 
Coolidge PTO Member, for scheduling this event for our students. Also, a HUGE shout out to 
Choir Director, Michael Lapomardo, (a former general music/chorus director at Coolidge), and 
the SHS students for their amazing performance!  
 
Outdoor Winter Play at Recess (New!) 



At Coolidge, we are fortunate to have a large outdoor play area. During the snowy months, we 
permit students who are wearing appropriate winter clothing to continue to use the extensive play 
space. If you’d like for your child to have the opportunity to play on the entire play space, 
including the field, please be sure he/she has proper “snow gear” (i.e., snow pants, winter coat, 
hat, mittens/gloves, boots). Students who do know have appropriate protective gear will be asked 
to play on the blacktop area only. If you have any questions about winter outdoor play, please be 
in touch with your child’s classroom teacher. 
 
Coolidge Hat & Mitten Drive sponsored by Coolidge Student Council 
The fourth-grade student council members are excited to announce our “Winter Wonderland” 
donation box.  In an effort to ensure all families in our community are warm this winter, we are 
asking for donations of winter clothing items.  If you are able to donate a hat, gloves or scarf, 
please feel free to send your donations to school with your child or drop them in the box in the 
lobby.  Donations can be for any size or gender, and will be collected from Monday, December 
4th to Wednesday, December 20th.  Please feel free to contact the Student Council Leaders, 
Laura Katragjini and/or Cheryl Barron, with any questions or concerns regarding this matter. 
Thanks for your help in advance! 
lkatragjini@shrewsbury.k12.ma.us  
cbarron@shrewsbury.k12.ma.us 
 
Kindergarten 2018-2019  
If you have a child that will be eligible to attend kindergarten in the fall of 2018 (must be 5 years 
old by August 31, 2018), please send an email to Diane Abbott, our Registrar (if you haven’t 
already done so), with your child’s information so she can check that your child is on the 
incoming kindergarten database. Her email address is dabbott@shrewsbury.k12.ma.us 
  
Information required: 
Student First Name 
Student Last Name 
Date of Birth 
Gender 
Address 
Phone Number 
Parent’s Name 
Parent’s Email Address 
Name of preschool child is attending (if applicable) 
 
For more information, please visit our website: 
http://schools.shrewsburyma.gov 
Click on Student Registration 
Click on Kindergarten Information 2018-2019 
 
 
Most Frequently Used Numbers: 



Phone numbers listed below will be included weekly at the bottom of each edition of the 
Coolidge Chronicle. 
 
Office                       (508) 841-8880 
Child Safe  (508) 841- 8886 
Nurses, Phone         (508) 841-8887 
Nurses, FAX            (508) 841-8883 
Extended Day         (508) 841-8881 
 
Important links to consider bookmarking 
The full district School Calendar is available by clicking HERE. 
The Elementary Lunch Menu can be found by clicking HERE. 
Check us out on Facebook HERE. 
Reading and Math Incentive Sheets can be found HERE.  
 
Important Dates to consider marking in your calendar 
*Dates added this week appear in bold print. 
December 18- T1 School Based Report Card Issued 
December 22- Coolidge School Store Open (Grades 3 & 4) 
December 25-January 1  December Break / No School 
January 2- School resumes following Winter Break 
January 5- Coolidge School Store Open (Grades K, 1 & 2) 
January 10- New Session of ASAP begins 
January 11- New Session of Young Rembrandts and STEM begins 
January 15- No School in Observance of Martin Luther King Day 
January 19- Coolidge School Story Open (Grades 3 & 4) 
January 22- All School Meeting, Grades K-4 
January 22- Grade 4 Chorus Concert at 7:00pm in the Cafeteria *More info to come from 
Ms. Huang on 12/18 
February 2- Coolidge School Store, Grades K-1-2 
February 16- Coolidge School Store, Grades 3-4 
 


