Being a Host Family Information
We have 29 Middle School students from China arriving in Shrewsbury the week of March 14 for a 10-day stay.  All of these students will attend Sherwood Middle School.  They will be traveling with teachers who will also be taking them on various field trips during their visit.  Their itinerary includes visits to Boston, MIT, Harvard and an overnight trip to New York City.  

We are still waiting on a final itinerary from Boston Ivy, the local organization bringing the students to Shrewsbury.  However, you can click here to see a sample itinerary.  We anticipate the schedule for this visit will be very similar.  Students are likely to spend only 2-2 ½ days in school and the rest of their weekdays on tours with their group. 

In order for these students to visit Shrewsbury, we need 29 Sherwood families willing to host a Chinese student in their home for the 10 days of their visit.  This is a wonderful opportunity to help a child who is very excited to visit the United States and interact with American families and students their own age.  It’s also a wonderful opportunity for Sherwood families to learn about another culture and establish a connection that can extend beyond just this visit.

All of the visiting students can speak and/or understand English so it is not necessary for host families to be able to speak Chinese.  

The host family’s responsibilities include:

· Housing the student while he/she is here.  Students will spend every night, except for the one when they are in NYC, with their host family.

· Giving the student meals while he/she is in your home.  Students will be given an account in the cafeteria for the days they are at Sherwood for lunch.

· Making sure the student gets to Sherwood on time in the morning.  If your Sherwood student takes the bus, the Chinese student staying with you can also take the bus.
· Picking up the student at Sherwood when he/she returns from group field trips.  This will typically be in the early evening.  

On days that the Chinese students are at Sherwood, they will be in the same classroom as their host family’s Sherwood student.

All the students that are visiting Shrewsbury have health insurance and host families will be given someone they can contact 24/7 in case of questions or an emergency.  

In this document, you will find pictures and short descriptions of the children who will be taking this trip.  You can read about their likes and dislikes as well as the things they are excited to experience during their stay.  

If you are interested in hosting a Chinese student, please click here to complete a short application.   Applications must be submitted no later than February 24.  Host families will be selected and notified by the first week in March.

Click here to access a short list of FAQs that may help answer some questions as you consider whether or not to host a student.  If you have any other questions about being a host family, please contact Michelle Biscotti or Kathleen Keohane at development@shrewsbury.k12.ma.us.   

