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Current SPS parantcarataker — youngest child is in 2arly childhood/alementary school {Preschool-Grade 1)
Current SPS parenicaretaker — youngast cnild is in middle school (Grades 5-8)
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Q2 Please indicate whether you think the following considerations related
to a Grades K & 1 configuration would be a drawback or a benefit:

Coolidge,
Floral Stree...

Student would
experience...

All or almost |
all families...

The span of 1.' {
curriculum w..

Potential need
to transport...

0 1 2
SIGNIFICANT
DRAWBACK
All or almost all Kindergarten & 17.54%
Grade 1 students in town would 141

attend Beal for those two years

Coolidge, Floral Street, Paton, & 14.93%
Spring Street would primarily 120
house Grades 2, 3 & 4

Student would experience 25 47%
attending two different schools, 205
one for Grades K and 1 and one

for Grades 2 through 4

All or almost all families with a 34 83%
child in Grades K-1 and another 280
child in Grades 2-4 would have

the children attending two different

schools.

The span of curriculum will be 8.21%

focused on a smaller number of 66
grade levels in the same school

(Grades K-1 early childhood

center for one school and a

Grades 2, 3, & 4 elementary

school for the other)

AN s

All or almost
all...

DRAWBACK

24 75%
199

23 51%
189

27 08%
218

33.83%
272

11.07%
89

NEUTRAL

18.41%
148

23 63%
190

24 .60%
198

24 13%
194

28 73%
231

2122

BENEFIT

24.00%
193

24.75%
199

17 14%
138

4.60%
37

34 70%
279

SIGNIFICANT
BENEFIT

15.30%
123

13.18%
106

5.71%
46

2.61%
21

17 29%
139

10

TOTAL

804

804

805

804

804

WEIGHTED
AVERAGE

295

2.98

251

2.06

3.42
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Potential need to transport 37.02% 38.76% 18.53% 3.23% 2 36%
students from the same 298 312 130 26 19
aeighborhood on separate buses

to two different schools (Grades K-

1 and Grades 2. 3, & 4) at

approximately the same time
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Q3 Please indicate whether you think the following considerations related
to a Grades K through 4 configuration would be a drawback or a benefit.

All students
in Grades X...

Kindergartens
would be...

Students would
experience...

Families with
childrenin... |

The spano
curriculum w..

Students in
Grades K-4...

SIGNIFICANT
DRAWBACK

All students in Grades K through 4 1.81%
would attend a neighborhood 14
elementary school.

Kindergartens would be included 3.36%
in all neighbarhood elementary 26
schools rather than having an
early childhood center model

Students would experience 156%
attending one school for the five 12
years of Grades K through 4

Families with children in Grades 0.90%
K-4 would have their children 7
attending the same school

The span of curriculum will be 3.63%
focused on a larger number of 28
grade levals in the same school
(Grades K-4 elementary school)

Students in Grades K-4 from the 168%
same neighborhood would be 13
transported to the same schoaol

SRS

DRAWBACK

5.70%
44

14.08%

109

4.02%

1.03%

17 75%
137

1.68%
13

NEUTRAL

12.56%
97

17.70%
137

15.82%
122

853%
66

40.67%
314

982%
76

422

BENEFIT

35.88%
277

30.75%
238

32.68%
252

34.24%
265

20 21%
156

37 60%
291

SIGNIFICANT
BENEFIT

44 04%
340

34.11%
264

45.91%
354

55.30%
428

17 75%
137

49.22%
381

TOTAL

772

774

771

774

772

774

WEIGHTED
AVERAGE

415

373

442

3.31

4 31
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Q4 Please share any feedback or questions you have regarding the
choice of grade configuration for the Beal building project. Thank you!

e7] ~ [0)]
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RESPONSES

I'liked my children starting school wiih all the students baing young. | found when they went to
Coolidge they started having some injuries on the olayground | didn't want the exposure of the
older students right away when they started school. My cnildren were 1n a family daycare setting
until school. | understand the teachers that are in a K sstting in the elementary school would like to
have othar K teachers to collaborate with so they would like to have more than cne classroom of K
In the elementary setting. | aiso found that the having K-1 together the students meet othar
students in town. When thay get to middle school and high school they will know other students
than the nsighborhoed friends. Keeping siblings togainer sounds good but they will be apart when
transition to middle scheo! and nigh school and there will be differant start times then

I think continuity 1s important ta elementary school kids it's better for them to "grow up” in the
saime school. | think a wider age range, K-4. creates positive social opportunities Younger kids
fearn from older and older kids can ba encouragad o be prolective of and mentor the youngar
kids

Wa need a new schoot Beal served (s purpose. but we're trying to put a square peg n a round
hole now Move on

The K-1 model is better because of te special focus on younger students

| feel Beal shouid stay as a K and grade * school and NOT decome anothar neighborhood school
itis the best option as it has the jeast amount of reconfiguring and changes to the districts

Neignoorhood schools & through 4 is most desirad solution

Realizing the nptions 1 think the schoois should be K - 4 Thank you

As a future SPS parant, i wouid prefer my children to attend one school from K-4 where the staff
can gat to know my students deiter over a ionger period of tme. As an aducator | like the thought
of the teachers being able to more sasily be able to vertically align with other teachers in the
building For me. itis a ne brainer. 3 K-4 school wouid be much better than a K-1 school

Beal School naed iot of renovations and space o accommodate students for K - 4th. The schocl is
sub standard comparad (0 oihar Shrewsbury schoois and cnildren doasn't get enough
encouragement to attend the Scnool Also the board should inspect the school to determine the
hygiene levai for continuity. Pisass renovats the school to match up standard with other
Shrewsbury schools

Too much dividing ug of slementary schocl locations already: first, you moved 5th grade out &
then allfpart KG & now wani to move 1st. Beiter for the child all in one local elementary school
KISS (keep it simple)

A huge concern for Beal school is tha small fooiprint and the exponential amount of traffic that this
would add o the area Plzase taks that into consideraton

nothing special

Very strongly feal that staying at the same school for 5 y2ars 1s a significant benefit for the children
and families

With the Shrawood/Oak spiit the town doas not need another school for K+1 Lat's go with the
netghborhood schcol idea
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My son currently attends Floral and | have a preschooler who will attend 0 a couple of years. The
class sizes are large at Florai and with constant construction of apartments and housing in
Shrewsbury, the amount of children is increasing. Shrewsbury is a wonderfully diverse town with a
great community and wonderful schools, so naturally it is attractive to families With Beal becoming
a K-4 School, it could create the opportunity for reconfiguration in current schools which could
decrease class sizes allowing for an optimal educational experience. This also allows for less
transitions between schools for cur children. They already transition from K to elementary
elementary to middle, middle to middle and finally to high school. That is a lot of shifting schools for
our children as they grow. Please consider all of these extremely important issues as you make
this decision. Thank you!!

| think it makes 1t easier for parents to put two kids (say one in K and one in 3rd) on the same bus
going to the same school. | also think it benefits the small child by having a familiar face when they
first start going to school.

A huge undertaking this project. It i1s absolutely needed for the education and heaith of the
students, staff and faculty. There will be difficult decisions to make however the best situation is o
build another neighborhood school and then redistrict. Of course redistricting is very tricky and wiil
not please everyone but it has veen done before. Previously had been in a district that did
redistrict. They grandfathered families to the school they were currently in if they were actually due
to change schools This was the parent's choice. However they did not receive transportation o
the grandfathered/non neighborhood school. Will be following the process. Thank you for your
efforts

Keeping neighborhood children together is most likely the best soiution. It would greatly benefit
anyone with anxiety issues. Switching schools could be traumatizing to some students

It wiil be useful if the kid goes to the same school from K to 4th. it would also beneiitin sharing
town resources with all schools like transporting kids from a neighborhood to the same sChooi
(instead of use separate buses). | would like my kids within K-4 to go to same school for lots of
scheduling reasons

Why is Beal not being made into a preschool and kindergarten? Putting preschool with
kindergarten seems to make the most academic sense.

i think it would have more negative impact to redistrict than to have to move kids more often

| think there are pros and cons with both configurations. | think the district needs to choose what
works pest.

Beal and Paton schools are relatively close in proximity How would redistricting of students affect
families at those schools?

Transitions to new schools are difficult. Reducing the number of transitions is a benefit. This
assumes full day kindergarten? Will the Town lose revenue? Busing would be simpiified and the
potential of older siblings on the bus with kindergarten is also a plus

| support whichever decision that would allow the town to offer full day kindergarten experience to
all Shrewsbury children.

Expanding Beal will increase traffic in an already congested area of town Combined with Paton
traffic on Grafton St (140), existing traffic on Maple and Main would increase sven more. Getting to
the library is already difficult enough, and semi trucks are often passing through the intersection.
Any development would increase traffic to the area. Splitting grades and running Beal at lower
grade levels for the entire district would just create a disastrous traffic situation everywhere. in
addition to cenfusing young children, making it harder for them to learn schooi routines (crucial in
K & 1st). and making transportation (bus and parent) a nightmare

I think for Beal they need lots of improvements

Having all or most of Kindergarten children in one school is an opportunity for children from
different neighborhoods to get to know each other. before middle school. But! think transportation
arrangements and children from the same family going to the same school, if possible, i1s more
important. So | lean towards a K-4 neighborhood school

I think having siblings in the same school at an early age and taking the same bus 1s a huge
benefit to working families
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As a community membar and teacher in the district, | have found that having the kindergartan
classes in the building is a distinct advantage. Thay get to know the building and the ceogle in it
The teachers are aware of what the axpectations are for all grades and as such all grades are
working fo support the oiher grades. | have found many positives to having the k-4 neighborhood
scnool

Given our school budget, and the recent need to override prop 2.5, the financial implications of
thase two choices should be a major factor in this decision

I'think K-4 10 one slementary school is best for working families. it also, allows siblings to watch
out for cne anothear in the same schoal

If given the opportunity to share my opinion, | would voice my vote for a K-4 building
Why did you make the survey so difficult. It could be 1 question and be done

Both configurations have benefits and drawbacks As long as the developmental and curricular
neads are well thought out. both are viable ogptions

What would be the cost?

This is a difficult decision. Growing up in Starnford Connecticut | am only familiar having a
slementary school for myself that was k-5 | enjoyad going to school with my siblings and having
inem amund as needed. | remember deing intimated by the older children on the bus when | was
smaller and might have a less traumatic childhood experience if there was a separate early
cmidhood schooi and a elementary scheol. Also as a child with a diagnosed learning disability !
wouid have benefited from smaller ciass size and lower student to teacher ratio This is ong of my
oiggest concerns Which rnodel will have a lower student to teacher ratio as | feel this is my

oiggest concern. Thark you. | can be reached at i pinEIREm———"

Quality of education should be at the forefront It is more efficient to implement best practices
when same grade teachers/students are in the same building. This being 3uch an important nabit
forming time in kids lives, | balieve an early thru 1st grade building will give these students the
best start

I feel that having a new school that the whole schonl age population can utilize from is a banefit.
The oiner elementary schools are declining and this would make it equitable for those ages. From
expernence, my children never had transition protlems going from one school to another in fact
thay lookad forward o it | do feei a draw back could be the busing of the children at the same
ime. | also feal that the k-1 age group work really well together and there are many obenefits for
kseping them togethar. Even from the standpoint of the ESC program. It makes for better
programming and concantrating on the neads and growth of those ages.

i nave oean conflicted about the best option for our students and | see benefits to both models
While | love the benefits of having all K and 1 students in the same building as one focused Early
Childhood Center, those benefits aren't as strong as having a consistent community and
curicuium work for the first 5 years. There would be such greater continuity by having students in
th2 same learning community for those 5 yaars. As a parent with childran in K-4 this year (in 2
differant schools), | would orefer to have my children have the experience of heing,ip,the sams
school for all five years for the common language, building culture and same teaching/learning
expactaions

As much as | would love for all the town to enjoy the benefit of a new school, the logistics of
families nesding to run to two different scnools to pick up their children, or wait at the bus stop for
'wo bus2s s unfair and illagical Also, | think it's a huge benefit to the younger students to see and
00K up o the older students, which s lost at separate schools

Currently tha longest tenure of a student in a building would be 4 years in the HS, then 3 years in
th2 local elementary K-1, 5-6, 7-8 arz 2 year buildings Unfair use of each building If the district
continued full day K, K-4 elementarys. If half day K is still used, Beal should be PreK K. 1
Regardizss, plan fo build a larger school than olanned, the seams will again be bursting The HS
s already close io overcapacity

K-d would de fabulous Especially considering the studies SPs has done regarding PBL and
axpeditiary learning We learn from 2ach other This way the older kids can help the younger onas
and vice versa, because everyone is in the same building

Concerned about how long children would be in the bus for a central K-1 school. | don't think more
than 20 minutes or so is appropriate at that age. Howsever | like a central K-1 if this concern is
addressed
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Being an elementary school teacher and parent. I'm in favor of the K-1 model at Beal Having all of
the teachers planning curriculum together with unified goals and common assessment measures
creates a solid foundation for future success as students continue on 1n their neighborhood
schools for their grades 2-4 experience. The idea that they would all have a common experience IS
a significant benefit in my opinion.

| think it's best to build Beal school as a full K-4th grade school instead of just for K-1st grade .

The early childhood center model is appealing when you have a new kindergartner and it feels like
such a big step to send them off to school. But overall, | think it is more beneficial to incorporate
kindergartners into their respective elementary schools. It may take a bit more adjustment for the
students at the beginning of kindergarten, but then they are not changing schools later It's also
sweet for the rest of the school community to take care of the kindergartners | think it will be nicer
and less complicated for families to have their elementary age children at the same school as well
One thing that will be a little strange if the new Beal is built on the old Beal site is having Paton and
Beal so close to one another.

If Beal would foilow K-4 then Fioral would need to have an additional class for "K"

| feel that the best solution s to reconfigure the school districts and add a new district ("Beal") with
strong consideration of the Glavin lecation as a new construction site. Florai will continue to be
overcrowded based on the development trajectory of the town, regardless of how many grades the
school building itself will encompass Redistricting provides a longer term solution for this problem
| would aiso prefer my children to stay in a smaller neighborhood scnool, either K-4 or even 1-4
Parents in Coolidge wouild be at a significant disadvantage trying to get to the center of town and
back to Coolidge for multiple pickups from extended day, etc

Build for the future. 20 years from now, what will Shrewsbury be, ? How many school kids will we
have to accommaodate ? Having a focused curriculum at a young age will provide Shrewsbury kids
with a significant advantage in their iater school years

Beal school can be expanded and full day kindergarten programs can be given to ali rather than
the lottery system where the option of getting 1s merely based on luck

Three of my children attended Beal for Kindergarten and then transitioned to their neighborhood
school for 2-4 grade. | can honestly say that it was a good experience. It would probably alsc be a
good experience for a student to attend all 5 years in a neighborhood school but attending Beal for
the K years only was certainly not a drawback

While the K-1 model of early childhood education is attractive and supports children's adjustment
to elementary school, | am concerned that there would end up being "satellite” first grade classes
at other schools. | would be inciined to vote for a K-4 model, to limit the number of transitions kids
need to go through and to maximize the capacity (790 vs 750 students)

| feel that there should be another elementary school to take the overcrowding in the other
schools. Having it a K-4 will have more continuity within the school as opposed to 2 school. The
teacher communication between grades will be easier than between schools. Siblings will be In
the same school longer it will be easier for parants and may get a better response from parents
with volunteerism and PTO RN

if the configuration was K-4 and there 5 schools where would the boundaries be in terms of
attending one school vs another ? Also if we have a children that will be currently at a school ie
Spring in 2022 as a 2nd grader or third grader will they oe able to remain at that school thru
graduation or will they get pulled out of that school and put into another ane? | think kids who are
already in a particular district and school system should NOT be pulled out of that school come
2022, This is a huge concern that many parents have with this new proposal

| absolutely think a K-4 school for each neighborhood would be fantastic for all families. Less
transitions, more streamlined. Easier on the kids and the families

It is essential to keep K separate from the upper grades. Putting K-1 together would be a great
benefit to all of the grades

| believe if the town of Shrewsbury 1s going to put money into changes in our current school
districts it should be based around every neighborhocd having their own K through four
elementary school

| believe the K/1 model makes the most sense It will allow for a more focused building and
grounds design, eliminate the need to modify existing schools in order to accommodate
Kindergarten students. and most closely resemble our current system model
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Fthink it would te best if a new building housing K-4 is created. There are alrsady too many
schools the children have to attend throughout there schooling in Shrewsbury- K school. 1-4, a 5-6
a 7-8 and then HS. it would be great if students could start in K in one building and continue
through <4th grade, they would become more pait of the community, more comfortable and sattled
and have similar friznds throughout the 5 years rather than jumping from school to school so many
times

When children start going to school in kindergarten. they are a bit anxious. | feel that going to
school with higher grade kids in the same bus and same school could add to this anxiety They
should be with kids of same age group only in the initial years to help them better adjust in school
environment and also to lessen the possibilities of bullying and other issues

Really enjoying the early childcare model that allows my daughter to build confidence prior to
transitioning to a school with older children.

both cotions have positives and negatives. The most positive for option ona is that small kids
grades K-1 would be only around. While the most positive for option twe is that thera won't be
transitions in between which is a chalienge | currently experience with my first grader at Floral
transferrad from Beal

my son was at Patonin his first kindergarten year and | had my other two children that year at
Paten and that was wonderful. | feit great knowing they were togetger and hie would have fewer
transitions. Being confortable nelps growth and security allows for the child to focus on learning
sooner. it would be great to house full day kindergarten for svary student in town

Kids learn by looking up to elder siblings at nhome and higher grade students at school K-1
configuration will not provide that learning experience from their higher grads siblings or their
friends

If you have more than one child there ara banefits to staying in one scnool. Creates consistency
during that young age = They will be moving 3 othar times for middle and High school years

It will be more convenient for the parents to kesp their children at the same alementary schools. it
also will help to form long term relationships oetween childran and will help the school staif to know
strength and challenges of the each particular student

I'think having a new k-4 school would be more beneficial to the students as they would have less
transition and build friendships that they don't get with so many transfers at the current time.

I would hope we can keep an early childhood center.

I ike the idea of having all the pre-k/k teacners in the same building so they can all collaborate and
share resources. | think this will create a more equitable 2xperience for the students | am still
concerned aoout all the transitions for students and logistical issues for parents with multiple
children. For the k-4 option | like how teachers can follow students and more 2asily talk to their
previous teachers I'm concerned about equity between schools with regards to resources and
student diversity | want my son to be exposead to lots of people ana | would hate for him to be in a
classroom with everyone who looks. speaks, and thinks like him.

Too many transitions for young students isn't a benafit at ali Most young chiidren don't transttion
well at all, never mind having to do it 4times befora reaching high school

We really loved Beal when our 2 kids were thara We found it to be a special expserience because
it was almost all Kindergartners (all little kids")

With the growing number of students in town it's important to have another alementary scnool
Thanks

The toughest problem in shrewsbury is the drop off and pick fogisitics Minimizing conflicting iraffic
and timings 1s in everyones best interest.

My son's experience in K at Spring was much better than my daughter's axperence at 8eal. Tessa
will tell you things would have been different if she'd started at Soring

| felt ike a k-1 school wouid be nice at first until the bussing issue was mentioned & thinking about
a family who could possibiy have two or more alementary aged children at two different schools
Once the questions were focusad on k-4 neighborhood schools, that seemed to make much more
sense

| think an additional K-4 school is a better choice for our town.
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Needs to be one school for grades K-dth. Children are airsady split between Sherwocd and Oak
Would oe terrible to have children attend 5 different scheols if Beal 1s turned into a K-1st school
(Beal. one of the elementary schools, Sherwood. Oak and then the high school Kids should stay
in as few schools as possible

As we take the social-emotional learning of our students into consideration and understand the
value and importance of buillding relationships with students, having them in one school far five
years allows true, long-term relationships to grow and develop Moving to a different school every
two to three years in from early childhood to elementary to middle school does not allow
students/teachers and staff member to forge those critical relationships

For those of us townies we attended local schools and separate schools - ward, Beal etc. . kids
are flexible and change 15 part of life. A good life lesson

it seems that the only drawback to having k-5 in one school would be curriculum planning. | think
the benefits outweigh this one drawback

i loved Beal and feel it being an early childnood center feels like a safe, wonderful place for
cniidren o start their schooling! Thase qualitiss make it worth the inconvience of having kids in 2
different schoaols!

| think Beal would be best as a k-1 school for 2 reasons. 1- the academic focus would be the same
for all students and in 1 building, and 2- because the buses are already way too crowded for our
school and it would lead to children not having seats if they combined k-4

I think having K-1 separate is good. The children are really young and having them mixed with
older kids/4ih grade is not always great for the children, even thougn it's more convenient for the
parents

Space is very limited at and around Beal school, even if you build a new muilti-story (4 floors?)
ouilding. Where is the space for teacher parking, where is the outdoor space for a school with that
number of students?

My only son attends Coolidge and while it may seem selfish since | do not need to deal with the
logistics of chaffuering children to different schools at the same time. | do think a universal K-1 will
elevate schools that have already been expanded to accommodate the ever growing population
This especially concerns the Coolidge arsa that will be housing all the children of the new spags
apariment complex

| like the idea of kindergarten and grade one being in one school. All three of my kids went to Beal
and | like that they can do things like sing along together as a grade They don't do that in schools
where there 1s one kindergarten. When looking back at their ime in Beal going to sing along I1s shill
such a fun memory to look back on. Woulid more buses need to be added if the school is K-4? How

would that affect the budget?
How would the town be re divided . what neighborhoods go where??

Good survey !

| think an eariy childhood configuration 1s the best model Having the same age children in the
building and on the buses is a positive as well as the collaboration of all the teachers 1n the same
building would be a huge benefit

| LOVE the idea of a kindergarten and first grade classes being separate from 2-4

Beal's current set-up as a K-1 school is antiquated. Having another K-4 school where
neighborhood kids can all go to the same school makes more sense (o families and their children

Keep the k to 4 model. It is why we moved to town. My spouse went through the system and we
love SPS Also. the only bad thing 1s you do not have free K for all. This project should include
that. Shame on central admin for not making that a priority. Again that s my only complaint

| think it's most important to have as few school changes as possible son new K-4 school is the
best choice

None
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The beal early childhcod center 15 a unique offering that Shrewsbury provides that is raraly found
in other towns. Teachers and specialists have in depth expertise on early childheod tearning and
developrment, and their knowledge and ability to provide early interventions where needad is
invaluaole The same level of care 1s not commonly found in 3 more traditional k-4 school whara
specialisis are jess speciaiized dug to their focus across 5 grades. Early nterventions provide
students with critical tools that enable them to be strong, life-long learners, and can decrease the
total cost of education over the life-cycle of a siudent by addressing chalienges in early formative
years idon't believe the convenience of muitiple children in one school outweighs the exceptional
attention, care, and expertise that our young learners experience in a specialized garly childhood
center. It really is @ gem that separates Shrawsbury from neighboring towns. For what it's worth,
my mother s a math interventionist in the Wastboro siementary school system, and she believes
that the senvices provided at Beal blow YWestboro away!

We moved here from a scnool district the did not have neighborhood scheols but instead had
schools divided by grade It made the bussing difficult for bath the district (in terrns of scheduling)
and for the parants wheo had multiple children who could spend the morning going beaiween
different bus stops. 1t also made it difficult if you were a drop offfipick up family. It was aiso difficuit
for families with children in the after care orograms who had to pick up at different schools. We
NEre very Naopy o move to a district with neighnorhood schools

Attznding different schools helps children lear to sccialize with other groups when they gat to
hign school

My daugnter toved going to the same schooi for 5 years.
I'think having a K-4 schooi could helo with same overcrowding of the other elementary schools

itwould be my dasire to see ur 2lementary schoois utihize a K-4 model, which is mare traditional,
espaciaily in tms arsa 'd rathar see a fifth slemantary school and some redistricting put into
placae. o make naighborhonds more cohesiva with the slamantary school "attached” to it

would prefer 10 see ail slementary schools house K-6 students | see little advantage to the
varous K-1 or K-d configurations

K-4 Bring back naighborhood schools.
it would oe great for studenis to aitend same school from k-4

Decr2asing the number of transitions that students experience would be a significant benefit of the
K-4 model Thare would also be more fime to devealop the feeling of community for children in
famiies at the alamentary level

K-4 in one schoal

I have thres children two of whom when to K and 13t at beal and transition to Floral. It was difficult
because most of kids airgady knaw the rules of the new school vs my kid which to transition and
lzar a new schoot and oniy being there for two years and transitioning middle school. Tha one
chid wwho was at Floral sinca he baginning had much 2asier time with transition and consistency
Of beIng at vne scheol for 4 years it would greatly benefit many children have one building for k-4
i2ss transitions for kids ai such a young ags

! have 3 childran who nevar attendad the same school at the same time which | feit was
unfortunate for them. First child atisnded Beal for K& 1. and second child attendad private KK Seal
for 1st; than Floral. Lots of transition for young children

Differant grade levels is definitely not age approgriate Hence the raasoning for not placing 7 & 8
with High Scnool levels History sp2aks loud and clear. Follow the patterns from our history's past
if you are in fact @xpecting superior classroom benavior This will eliminate tha domino effect Lat's
do tha right thing for our childran verses hind sight.

Because many families have more than one child, naving to send the kindergartenar and
seconder. for 2xample, to diffarent schoois would oe difficult for parenis Mornings bafora school
are short and can b2 challenging. However, | also chose significant benefit for having all SPS K
and 1 same scnool for building community Those students would know and remember each other
when getting to middie schooi and hopefuily promote more friendship and sense of community and
ozlonging. Practically speaking, I'm in favor of a K-4 school, even though this will not affect my
family | aporeciate tha district asking for parent input. Shrewsbury schools are why we moved tc
tha town!
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No guestions I'm sure no matter what option 1s chosen ihere will be nc benefils to the town. Any
chance for smaller classrooms would probably te offset oy the town voting for school choice If
more teachers are needed there will be even less incentive to fire the incompetent 25% that hide
behind tenure Add this to the list of school failures.

having all parts of town come to Beal for K+1, could be an issue for already crowded traffic
conditions in the center of town Keeping K-4 neighborhood schools can help keep the traffic
decentralized

Good luck determining a configuration to best suit the entire school system.
Whatever it is, but has to have an efficient loop line

| think we are missing 2 critical pieces to help parents better understand the impact of both
options. 1) Right now we struggie with Full Day K placement. How do you envision the classroom
structure changing in the existing community schools? For ex: Paton has 1 K class. How many
Full Day K rooms would they have vs. 1/2 Day rocms? 2} What would the redistricting look lika? !
wouldn't like to see my children redistricted from Paton. For a child that went to Beal for
Kindergarten, then to Paton for a few grades - | would not want them upreoted fo another school
for Grade 3 and 4, and then onto Sherwood, Oak and SHS. That is far too many changes. What
does that plan lock ke?

By having Beal house PreK, K and 1 for the whole town, then separate students to neighborhood
schools for grades 2,3, and 4 to all be together again in 5-12 it doesn't make sense for fostering
relationships and a sense of neighborhood community. 1 iike the K-4 for all the neighborhood
schools, that way parents are not dealing with different schedules altogether The kids are all in
one place Make Beal a K-4 neighborhood school. and make all the kindergarten full day It's reatly
hard on the parents that work - which most of us in town work

I do not believe the K age children should be in the same school a 4th grade students. Not good to
nave kids separated oy zoning - creates socio economic challenges Better for kids same age 1o
be together when younger

I'd imagine that as long as you can finally offer fuli-day kindergarten to families, most people won't
care which configuration you go with

| feel a K-4 building would be more beneficial than a K-1 building

Considering that Beal is being rebuilt/renovated it makes much more sense to add a "full service”
slementary school to the district rather than another "kindergarten/lower grade” center | know a
complete radistricting would occur and some parents would probably protest but regardless of
which scenario is employed, some type of restructuring would inevitably occur. We must also
consider the logistics of the bus routes and how inefficient and less cost effective that would be if
yet another bus for another school navigated through all the neighborhoods From my experience it
is better and more convenient to have all elementary age children in the same building

My oldest is currently in kindergarten at Beal. While | was initially disappointed that she would not
be in ner neighborhood school, | have been very impressed with the teachers, communication and
welcoming atmosphere at Beal However, | would still prefer not having to make multipie school
transitions in such a short time at such a young age Compounded by the fact that her younger
sister will be in kindergarten next year, | would much prefer the creation of an additional
neighborhood alementary school and making Spring, Floral. etc all K-4

just when you decide to build another scheol and the kids get in it - you state that it's too small
ridiculous. | am a product of the Shrewsbury School system, and a coliege graduate with honors
We went to schoal in trailers and had big class sizes it was FINE! Also, start looking at kids from
neighboring cities using grandparents addresses or other addresses to get into Shrewsbury |
knew at least ONE doing that.

| loved the small kid feel of Beal. | worry about kindergarteners and 4th graders being on the same
bus and little ones being exposed to inappropriate language and behaviors

I think there 1s a huge benefit to having a dedicated early childhood center in town. This gives the
youngest of our students a sheltered place to learn and grow before they are shuffled into the "big
kid" schools While having students at multiple schools i1s a challenge (I have 3:n 3 different
schools now) the benefits to my anxious 5 year old in this safe and sheltered environment are
immeasurable
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Both solutions have similar levels of benefits, but adding a new K-4 school would require heavier
redistricting of the elementary schools. | expect that process would be mare contentious and
oroblematic than adding Beal as simply a K-1 schooi

I support another elementary scnool that is K-4. It would relieve crowding at Floral Street School in
the classrooms. Also, having a new accessible elementary school built from "Green" materials
would save the district money all year round. The new school can be used for programs for outside
agencies to come in to use the facilities to raise money for the school district.

I think that continuity and community are important. Every time my middle schooler has changed
schoois it nas been more traumatic than in this years where he was familiar with the school, rules,
teachers atc ..

i think a K-1 model would be wonderful for this community

Dear Dr. Sawyer and School Committee Members, As a parent of the Shrewsbury community and
as a teacher in Shrewsbury, | am strongly in favor of buillding a "Beal Early Childhood Center" as
oitginally brought forth As first designed, Beal continues to be a place for our young K-1 childran
to feel socially and emotional secure with their same age peers (and not be influenced by oider
cnildren-on the bus or in the halls) As such, an early childhood center is designad to ailow the
necessary ime and space for K-1 children to learn and grow at their own pace. An Early Childhcod
Center lika Beal, also provides a diverse population: children from different neighborhoods -tha
opportumty to come together and learn. As a former Full Day Kindergarten parent, | witnessed
what the research shows. A school focusad on Full Day Kindergarten (vs 1/2 day), yields
improvement in children’s overall social-emotional and academic success (which ultimately
croduces powerful returns on investment), and is preferred by both teachers and parents An Zarly
Childhood Center, configured with two grade levels by design, places emphasis on coordinating
rasources and personnel solely for the purpose of providing the highest quality. developmentally
aporopriata education for our unigue Kindergarten and First Grade children | am strongly in favor
of putting the needs of our young children first. and building another "Beal Early Childhood Center”
and opposed to another K-4 Building. Respectfully Submitted, A Shrawsbury Parant and Teachar

While | don't think there are any huge drawbacks to have a specific K-1 school, it feels liks it would
be easier for families across the town to add a 5th elementary school K-5

Given the continued building of residential housing in shrewsbury and subsequant steady flow of
naw students enrolled 1in SPS, it appears an additional school would grovide the nacessary space
for this, aven distribute student population across each of the neighborhood schools. and provide
mare continuity with the neighborhood school model

I'am very much in favor of an early childnood center | feel that any “"drawbacks" with regard to
bussing and having children at different schools are minor inconvaniences campared to the
significant oenefit that an early childhood model provides To be able to start young children out on
their educational journey in a developmentaily appropriate setting is much more bensficial

Althougn it would be nice to have Beal as an early childhood center (curriculum), the idea that
some of the other schools might nead to house k or grade 1 students causes me concern Famiiies
that want all their children at the same school wili want to try to move their children over making it
difficutt to create equity. Having a new slementary K-4 seems to provide the most equity and 2asa
for parsnts with multiple kids in school

!arm strongiy in favor of neighborhood K-4 schools rather than a town-wide K-1 school

My daugnier attended Beal for K, and started at Floral on 1st grade This was a good change for
ner ai that ume My son s 2 years old and | would prafer to have one school K-1 and another 2-4
s0 kids in different stages have different schools

Parents witn young children, 1 e PreK movead to specific streets in shrawsbury recently to hava
their children attend specific alementary schools Creating a non-grandfaihered rule would create
redisiricling of studenis and poor community ralationships due to housing iInvestments

Do only ona school. Hope there is enuf land on. East Main St across from the old. Bonnie Dell
farm nextto Ward. Hill for this project. Mot across. Rt 20 and not along. Rt 140 Memonal dr

If Beal becomes K-4, would it free up spaces for every school to have full-day K?

I like the idea of an early childhood center because it helps kids transition from presenooi. | think
Kindergariners might be overwvheimed attending such a large school like Floral
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Hope this school build includes air conditioning and a proper ventilation system in the design
Researcnh shows temperature for optimal learning 1s apx 70 degrees. Current temperatures in our
schools are well over this in the fall. late spring and summer programs. It's dreadful for the
teachers and children to spend 8 plus hours in those conditions Would also love to see green
products used in this build The school will off gas for years. Exposing developing children to a
multitude of VOC's is harmful Please consider and invest in these options! People in Shrewsbury
will support this

| feal when children are new to starting school for the very first time (especially children who have
never been in child care) need specific focus and attention with lots of good hearted focused
teachers Without the interruptions or intimidating older students of those in 3rd or 4th grade. They
need a calm atmosphere to get acciimated to their new journey

Proud of your efforts to enhance the sarly childncod expenence and optimize facilities and
resources Keep up the good work.

Keep the little ones in their own community at beal for their first two years.

| appreciate that SPS is collecting feedback from families Our family already had the experience of
having to seek kindergarien placement outside of our n2ighborhood school. Switching schools 1s
so disruptive--at the midd!e school teval, only the fact that both schools are on essentially the
same campus mitigates the disruption Neighborhood schools build the community around them--
SPS should do everytning possible to maximize the amount of time students stay in the same
building

All day kindergarten is necessary for town as so many parants are now working and not all can
afford a private kindergarten | plan to attend one of the school committee meetings to learn more

\Where Is the money going s come from? Instead of spending $2M on artificial turf and charging
our town sports teams 1o use the very fields and facilites we've already paid for, maybe we should
learn to "live within our means” as many of us in town are doing

Since essentiaily all K students currently attend Beal {and some 1st graders), a K-1 configuration
does not seem very differant Although a K-4 configuration might be more convenient for "some”
parents, there are also benefils to mixing students from all parts of town. Seems like the "early
childhood" focus at 1 location wouid be a significant positive benefit, and the more focused grades
2-4 age group focus would be as well. | attended a K-8 school as a child, and can recall no benefit
whatsoever to having the wider age range of students together - it was more problematic than
peneficial While transportation considerations might be simplified in the K-4 scenario, maiters of
"convenience” should be secondary to the impact on the students themselves

i love living in Shrewsoury and know that my children are receiving a superb education. However,
the size of the town is a definite challenge and it always troubled me that my children had to attend
5 different schools throughout their SPS education. | believe making Beal and all other elementary
schools K-4 would be a significant improvement It is often difficult for children to make lasting
friendships in this town when they are young, since they may be in different schools from one year

to the next!

floral parents never knew where there student would attend 1st grade until summer. that was hard
to wait for that info

Not sure why we wouldn't consider building a schoo! tc accommodate Gradas 384 for all town
students and use the existing neighborhood elementary schoals for grades K-2 since they are
already fitting for students of that age/size Seems more age bracket appropriate to me. We could
call it the upper elementary Then the students would move on to Sherwood, then Qak, then SHS

| would be curious to see how many sections of each grade level would be at Spring. Coolidge,
and Paton versus Floral and a new Beal if that was the configuration.

| think the age difference between K and 4 is too large to be on the same bus and in the same
schoal Grade 1 kids with K in a separate school is a mors nurturing environment. All kids in K
across town will meet at a younger age and help with social and relationship building

I think the benefits of having a k-4 school as opposed to a k-1 school far out weigh any drawbacks

Regardless of which project design goes forward, we want the overarching justification to be
focused on the needs of the students with a particular focus on Universal Design principles and for
disabled students to be in the least restrictive environment possible.
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With children who are younger kept together, challenges involving oullying and role modals will be
minimized as children in KG and grade 1 are mostly the same size but after this there is a big jump
In most kids growth wise and mental abilities which makes them a potential danger to younger
kids. Keeping the older kids in a different school may help in the concerns | mentioned acove
Problems involving transporting students from the same homa to different schools on differant bus
routes will exist and families will need to come up with some solutions to them, but either model
will have its own set of concerns

Current beal building should oe turned into restaurant, shop and office space with much needed
public parking options for town center

I think all the slemeantary schools should be K-4 if possible. This minimizes the number of school
transitions children must go through. and will be 2asier for families who have chiidren in both grade
levels. | also would guess it would make busing more efficient, thus saving money

l'onginally like the model of avery slementary school becoming a naighborhood school. Then after
thought 750 kids vs 790 is not a huge differance o solve rapid poputation growth The k-4 would
require a lot of reconfiguring and possibly cost more Thae K-1 modeal expanids the modal aiready in
place

As much as | like the concept of a school just for ihe little onas, | think long term we are not doing
ourselves any favors. | think we nead anothar full K-4 schooi to off s2t the growing pooulation of
the town and some of the elementary schools. On2 issue that would ne=d to de discussad with the
kindergarten and first grade model 1s how would that impact the elemeniary schools? Would that
mean there would be more classes of second third and fourth graders with a smaller number of
kids in the class? And how does that differ from having a K through fourt scheol? Having an
additicnal school will help cut down on transitions for fiite kids. Having an additional school will
also rzally nelp out working parents, which are procably a majorty of this oooulation. o hatter
manage pick ups from afterschool care And additicnal school 1s r2aily the forward thinking
decision to make. Lat's think about our community 10 years from now YWhat answears and
solutions do we need

Coolidge Is pratty worn out. Any plans to improve that building?

I think having Beal become a naighborhood school would be great. As 3 parent with a half day
kindergartener who spends an hour on a bus a day. | would much rather him be at Coolidge which
1s 5 mins down the road with his sister

It would be a benefit for a lot of students to go to ihe same schooi for K & 1st grade It would cut
down their anxiety of going to a new school and trying to integrate that at 3 or 7 yaars old Option 1
would be the best benefit for the kids

Although | see benefits to both models. transoortation, the convenience of having kids in the family
attend only 1 school. and one less school iransition for the kids outwaighs the oenefits of an early

childnood center model in my opinian. Whichevar modei is adoptad wili be a huge improvement to
our town!

Our town would benefit by adding k-4 school as the town is growing tremandousiy and the
classrooms are increasing with the numer of children

| feel strongly that having kids attend two differant 3chools for K-4 1s a drawback. given thai they
alrsady have to switch schools twice more bafora high school

Thank you

I'think the K-4 1s the better option as it helps kids get usad © onty ona school and sattle into a
school once. While my daughter lixed har time at Beal and especially Mrs. Biadasz sna felt a it
nervous going into first grade having a who'a new school ic get usad o

i would be a proponent of K-1 madel so that the new building could be designad arcund the
developmental needs of this age group and thara are many beneiits of this Howaver looking at
the large number. almost 8C0 in one building at this age makes me uncomfortable in this regard, |
feel that the community of a multi-age schooi 15 beiter in the long run for them There are benafits
of building that kind of community for all of the students in the school This aiso allows for faxibility
for future building needs.

I think offering more full day kindergarten classes in aither scenario would be a significant benefit
Having more buses take small children on longer bus rides greatiy decraases axperience. Some of
the most cohesive neighborhoods in town are those whers kids and parents walked kids 10
elementary school or carpooling to after school activities
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The movement from school-to-school in this district is a significant drawback. Students are not
with siblings, those who experience challenges with transitions suffer and teachers and leaders in
a building do not get to know their students well

Re-districting is always unpopular to start, but it 1s in the best interest of families and children at the
end of the day to be in neighborhood elementary schools for more than 2 years | hope Beal
pecomes another K-4 school.

As a Floral Street district student, my son benefitted from the early education focus on K-1 at Beal,
and | believe our youngest learners attending one school would be a good model. Also, our early
education teachers would be working together and supporting each other and their students in a
shared space Collaboration and team work between classrooms and school wide would bring a
great sense of community and togetherness for our young students and their famities

While a naw neighborhood K-4 might require more operational resources, Shrewsbury’s size
demands another neighbarhood elementary school which will benefit the children and families
considerably

Having had younger children at Beal while my eldest was at The neighborhcod school was fine
The bus situation was no oroblem. | was concerned about the separation for the curriculum,
bussing and other reasons head of ime then but it quickly became of no concern at ail

iUnfortunately, no matter what we do, it will be undersized in a few years. The town Is growing 0o
much and ail of our schools are over crowded. The town needs to put a stop on housing projects
and buidding of homes to stop the increased population growth

shara as much info with taxpayers as possidle We are sick of never ending overrdes
Any ouilding and school improvement is good for the town

im werried apout all of these kids entering middle school and high school later on- are Sherwood
Oak and high school capable of handling that? | dont hear any discussions regarding expanding
aither one of them - hence concerned.

Any new schoal should be located to the South of Rt. 9 to cover the new developments and lack of
parks and any other town facilities

it is a better idea to have K-4 schools than to break 1st grade off from the neighborhood schools

If Beal was K- 1 school, | feel there would be too many transitions for the students They would be
changing schools too many times. Also, they would make friends in K and 1 grades and then
potentially may have to make all friends in 2nd grade. That can be very difficult especially for a
child who mignt have a hard time making friends. Personally | am in favor of a new school K-4

Have locations been identified for the enlarged Beal? The current site 1s too small

| think it is better to have K-4 at one school. especially for families with multiple children, it is good
to have them attend the same school Changing schools 1s hard for kids and the less they have to
change schools, the better. One school for K-4 gives them more security

| am pleased that this will allow for full day kindergarten for all- it's ime for Shrewsbury to offer this.

This will actually have a minimal impact on my family due to age of my child. | trust that our school
feadership will collaborate to make the best decision for our town

it sounds as though whatever choice is made ooth options are for large schools. This is an
unfortunate choice--especially for early childhood programs

The Biggest Challenge to Different School will be for the families with Multiple Children in the
Family It be Better if all can go to the same school then going to different schools when possible.

The less transitions a student has to make from school to school the better they will adjust and
oerform

Currently we have one child at coclidge in 4th grade & one at Beal in kindergarten That alone 1s
so difficult have children going to 2 different schools at this age. Not to mention we only got 1/2
day which is so hard on working parents to then pay for afternoon school/care We chose to live in
Shrewsbury mainly because of the school system 15 yrs ago. The children would best benefit by
going to 1 school K-4 as they foster relationships & build upon these. it is in the best interest for
the children to have a full experience in the same school. You can see the children thrive each
year in the comfort of their school environment
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Every ootion has its benefits, | think at younger ages the children are more comfortable in a
smailer building, not one large one like the middle schoois

My daughter attended Beal for K-1 and had a very difficult transition to Floral during 2nd grade. |
would strongly recommend the k-4 configuration being discussed. Thanks for the opgortunity o
weign in

Toc late for our family, but think the K-4 configuration would have been best for us.
Smaller neighborhood schools can be mare "family-oriented" for students and families.
Fthink it is obvious to me that families benefit from another K-d neighborhood school

I'am very much in favor of creating a new K-4 elementary school. | think there is a significant
bensfit to this model. | know radistricting will be painful. but | feel the Floral community has
suffered from the current sysiem

Not knowing what scheol my child would be attending was very frustrating. Waiting to see if tha
Y g Y 9

got full K. wondering if they wouild be at beal or floral for 1st! Very frustrating! Please maks

neighparheod schooeis! K-4

I ike the modzi where students would atiend the same school K-4. My children did not and the
transporiation at two differant schools was very difficult. Students change schools avery two years
in middle school i do not fike the idea of transitioning multiple times in elementary school

Itis a no brainer decision to gave 3 schools with k to 4 There are huge transportation issues if
nave the K pius 1 configuration It1s better for younger siblings to have older siblings at that age in
same building. 1t 1s petter for parents to have one bus to deal with if have kids in K to 4. In short it
must 22 a orand new K to 4 building and have all 5 schools be K to 4, Bob Ryan 8 Colonial Drive

My praference 1s defimitely to have ail grades in one school. The othar bensfit that was not
discussad is introvaned kids 02ing able to keep the friends they made in the garly years it has
oeen a chaienge for my current third grader to make new friends. He s still very friendly with
semesne he became good friends with in kindergarten. | do have a preschooler who will aventually
be going o an elementary schooi and | do care!

The K-4 mode! makas more sense for families and each student. Students wiil be more successful
academically and socially. | am a parant and a teacher, this model will benefit our students the
maost.

Is there a significant difference in tax increase. if any, to supgort either project?

As someong who has worked ooth at Beal and at a cougple of the elementary schools in town, |
see a significant benefit to having less grades in a building. All staff understands the expsctation
and the abilities of a K and 1st grader. | see this alsc baing a benefit if the elementary schoois were
2nd through 4th instead of K through 4th | also realize that as a parent who had 4 chiidren in the
district at one time, having your children on different buses. | had mine on three different busas at
one tirme. can be difficult. Also, if Shrewsbury was to create a K to 1 building, considering the
amount of time a young child may be on the bus to get home is a matter to taka into account as
well

Could we penchmark with any towns inat have similar schools to the ones discussed?

I'had one of my daughiers go to Spring Strest for K and one of my daughters at Beal. Having had
the direct comparison in my own family | balisve it was much better to do K-4 at the local school

And this is silt the case after considenng that my other daughter had a very positive experience at
Beal it was just tough on the family and added an additional transition

Ftnink it makes sense to bulld another 2lementary school, k-4 We'll have to do some re-districting,
Sut ! think that will make sense in the long run.

‘Would aither option allow for the implementation of full day K in Shrewsbury as the standard?

Concerned about the traffic for the Beal neignbornood though i don't live 1n . Having 750 students
seems like a lot for drop off pick up atc

As a parent of a child that has significant learning issues and anxiety with transitions | would see
another transition of schoals as detrimental to students receving special aducation services OQur
town model of having two middle schools was very tough for one of my children. In general |
wonder If our town model creates more anxiety for the younger middle school papulation

17/ 22

9/20/2017 9:11 PM

9/20/2017 9:07 PM

9/20/2017 9:06 PM
9/20/2017 9:05 PM
9/20/2017 9:05 P
9/20/2017 9:00 PM

9/20/2017 8:52 P

9/20/2017 8.50 PM

9/20/2017 8:50 PM

9/20/2017 8:45 PM

9/20/2017 8:40 PM

9/20/2017 8:31 PM
9/20/2017 3:30 PM

9/20/2017 8:23 PM
9/20/2017 3:19 PM

9/20/2017 213 P

9/20/2017 8.12 PM
9/20/2017 3:11 PM

9/20/2017 309 PM



209

210

212

213
214

215
218

217

218

219

220

221

222

Beal Building Project: K-4 Grade Configuration Parent & Community Survey

As a former Shrewsbury early childhood educator, | believe both students and teachers wouid
benefit by keeping the current early childhood model The emphasis of this model is on the
educational and social needs of young children. The curriculum and methods of instruction focuses
specifically on the grade level of the age group There 1s an increased opportunity for shared
resources. collaboration, and curriculum planning for the staff. Special education and support staff
members servicing young children would be located in one buiiding. The results would be a more
consistent K-1 district program. Consideration would be given to developing an age-appropriate
learning environment for young students. Children in an early childhood program need both indoor
and outdoor furnishings and equipment that is appropriate to their height and their activities. They
engage in many different activities and there is significantly more space needed in classrooms. |
strongly support and believe that the advantages of an early childhood center outweigh those cf a
K-4 model. After extensive research and recommendations from early chitdhood educators in the
mid 1980's, the early childhood center was developed in Shrewsbury. Things have not changed in
the world of educating young children and | continue to support this model. The decision should be
based on what is the best educational program and school configuration for the children of

Shrewsbury

| feel that have an additional school to transition from would be a drawback for sure | think the
focus should be to keep as many grades together in the neightorhood school. Less transitions
and siblings attending school together should be the goal. The curncuium can oe altered and |
don't think there is a need for a separate early childhood school, especially since 3 out of the 4
elementary schools already host kindergarten

| have a son who will be 5, turning six in 2022, This project would diractly impact my family Would
love full day kindergarten at the same schocl he would attend for 5 years

An sarly childhood center housing k-1 will introduce the children to the diversity the town offers
early on There are too many inequities to the neighoornood scnool plan.

K through | model seems to be a better plan for the individual student

Decreasing the student population at the current elementary schools would be a benefit. A new
Beal with K thru ¢ would help this.. but It was also good to keep all the Kindergardeners together

| would like to see all KG - 1 in one school . so that teachers wili have focused curriculum.

| have twins antering kindergarten in 2019 and | feel the less transition to different schools would
be beneficial for both children and parents.

Could we have one elementary school were ail the children attend? | think it would level the
curriculum across the different elementary schools.

I think adding one more school transition, particularly at such a young age, ’s not in the best
interest of the students.

A new beal should be located at parker road and combine preschooi, beal and beal west. Given
Parker road is so much newer it would only require an addition and no new purchase of fand
saving the tax payers yet another cost increase for a total of 5 million dollars | know there are
many draw backs to this approach but the financial benefit makes the most sense given on line
education at all levels is sweeping the country and will be coming here when we become the next

Hartford or Detroit

Maintaining a sense of community 1s important and could be lost if kids are peing moved from
school to school

As a parent who had 3 children attending elementary school simultaneously. it was odd having to
wait for 2 different buses, (Beal 1st & Floral). It just didn't make sense to me at the time that
although my oldest was attending Floral (4), my other 2 attended Beal (1). We waited for 2 buses
every morning. Given that there are many 2-parent work schedulas, wouldn't it make sense to
streamline waiting for a bus for young families with ali the morning chaos into just 1 bus and one
location? | knaw | for one would have appreciated this option years 2go. In addition, if someone
misses a bus waiting for 2 different buses, more stress is added trying to get children on a bus
knowing another child(ren) need to be driven to school. Just something to consider

I think it would be in the best interest of the kids to stay in one building as long as possible There
is already a lot of moving from school to schoal at the middle school level | believe this makes it
more difficult to make life long friendships with nearby community. We have met neighbors through
children. They look out for each other because they trust and bond with each other in these
stressful early childhood years at a new school
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Send them to one school K-4 and oe done with 1t

Other districts nave k-5 without issues. my kids have handied many different schools without
Issues

With the population explosion in Shrewsbury area | don't think that this size will be sufficient for
the incoming students. If we are building something new then it really need to be big enougn
keeping no Of students coming in future instead of running into same problam after faw years

K-4 neighborhood scheool makes the most sense for our community going forward

I'am strongly in favor of a Kindergarten and Grade 1 school designed for 750 students Thank vou
for soliciting my opinion

As a parent of 4 children, oresently grades 10, 8. 5, & 2. (Spring Straet district), the possibility of
the spliting of elementary grades led us to educate our children in a k-8 school We feal it is
helpful & important for siblings to make connecticns in thair school communities simultanaousiy
Also,separate schools increase the stress & inconvemiance for parents

Do what 1s best for kids K-4

I'am curious abeut the zoning for 2ach alemantary school Paton and Beal are very cicse o one
anocther What zone or area woeuld students reside in order to attend Beal as wall as tha rast of the
elementary schools? Will the school department share research that supports both models? Thank
you

At the onset of the 2017-2018 school year, there was discussion (and probably sxacution) of staff
reductions in the Shrawsbury Public Scheol system. In sither scenario presented here, Based on
the lack of appetite for another ovarnde and the inability to accurately predict stats aid, how is the
town going to be able to meet the needs of a growing primary schoo! population witheut a 30-1
student to teacher ratio?

I'm surprised that housing 790 5 and 8 year oid children is a good idea at all
Strong support of new Beai to be grades k-4 makes the most sense all around !

Evan though this would not benefit my older children. . | definately thinking kaeping kids in 1
school for k-4 1s great. No one likes driving up to Beal if you don't live up there Lass change for
younger kids 1s good. Reconfigure the neighborhoods to keep evearyons together

Meighborhood K - 4 schoois give our youngest students (5 and 6 year olds) the psycnoiogical
oenefits of attending school with older siblings and/or being part of the same schocl community for
all 3 years (not have the worry nanging over their head of transttioning to a naw school wnen thay
are 7 yaars old).

Too many transitions to schools in the beal k/1 configuration

Find any location other than the current Beal location Traffic is unsolvable. Since thare seam io
be no commercial intarests off South Street. Build over thara.

Thers are pros and cons to all plans. One worry | have is that the history of Shrawsbury 1s quickly
being washed away Beal needs modifications but it's l0ss can never ba made up n our zeal to
race o the future we should be raspactful to the past.

There are poth pros and cons | think it would be graat tc have all K-1n | schonl The nenefit
would be that the slementary schools would be smailer This would greatly benafit Fioral which 1s
30 big However. Floraiis run extremely well for such a large school

I strongiy support the need for a new schocl but believe it should be K-4 and not creais a solit
between K-1 and 2-4

Kids with anxiety experience significant distress changing schools to a new environment 3
schools from PreK te High School is excessive Multiple childran in multiple schools is hard for
parents o manage. | like my kids new teachers to know them and the kids to know tha teachers
before moving to their class. This means less continuity. Shrewsbury schools arz disjointad
anough already Think of kids with IEPs | have a kid who is acadsmically advancaed and benefits
from being around older kids. That will be iost.

Having young kids in multiple schools is a major logististical issue The increased curriculum is 3
negligible benefit

Cormmunity building with the same neighoorhoad families in grades K-4 offers us tha leverage of
truly being "the village" that supports students to succead |
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| feel that having k-1 in a school on ther own would encourage the 1 grade to stay cioser to the
kindergarten levei in emotional and structural develooment. Having the k-4 model wouid
encourage the k-1 students to emulate the older students and create less of a kindergarten school

model

The difference in development of k-1 and 2-4 s so significant | only see benefits for students and
teachers with ability to concentrate on their specific stage of development. My children benefited
so greatly at big and little beal | feel a 2nd year there would have been so beneficial fir then to
finish this critical stage of development without having to adjust to a scheol full of bigger kids they
can not yet relate too instead.

My son loved to be in Beal, the teachers and the ESL education was amazing there.too. My son
having had zero english when startad the school, and he was able to communicate after 3-4
months. We were greatful for that very professicnal care!

Less ouses for transportation means less money Young Children should feel comfortable in a
school for 5 years

Thanks for doing what you do for aur studenis!

Mostly | think the K-4 schools would be beneficial because it would lessen the number of
transitions for students to different schools across the 13 years | also think thare will a benefit to
the /1 teachers teaching alongside the teachers in other grades to ensure student readiness as
students move from grade to grade

| think it's a great idea to have Beai be a k-1 schoci. It allows kids from all parts of town to be
together regardless of therr district school, and to be more accepting of economic differences early
instead of waiting wnen they're all in Sherwood tcgether again

it is a significant challenge to have children in multiple schools. Larger schools also mean mare
sections of each grade so it's difficu’t to maintain frendships from year to year Because of the
multicle schools we spend a fair amount of tme waiting for multiple buses or driving around town
for pickup and drop off.

The biggest drawback that | see if you make Beal K-4 is the redistricting of neighborhoods to new
schools.

When my son was 4 years old. | was shocked and disappointed to learn he would not be going to
our neighborhood schaol for kindergarten instead he would be far frem home in a location that is
not very accessible Let's fix this situation for future gererations of students!

Changing grade schools twice means a lot of transition for the youngest leamers. Being in one
school for 5 years at that early age makes sense for kids My kids attended K/1 at Beal and | didn't
see a benefit to that mode! at all | would have rathersd they be able to attend my neighborhood
school (Floral) the whole time

Build a new school It will be for the next 100 years and you won't have a 200 year oid renovated
school. Take a lesson fram the major sports teams! Out with the old in with the new

| believe it should be an elementary school it's important for the children to feei like a community in
their school so staying with a school for 5 years will give them that.

It's good to have one scheol for grades k-4

With the growth of the town, the number of children, we have to do this. Beal has lived a long life
and needs to be replaced

Was there a consideration to have a prek to grade1 schooi?

strongly support a K-4 school | believe having one less transition and attending 1 school for 5
years would benefit students.

| feel that my children benefit(ed) from attending and in-town kindergarten before the district
school. My eldest now has two great friends in another district we still see frequently. He also has
friends in cur "neighborhood” district that he sees daily. | feel this has heiped him integrate into
town activities. He still recognizes kids from kindergarten in sports and scouts. They aren't

strangers he will know for the first time in 5th grade | know some want a "uniform” K-4 experience,

put | do think skills learned making friends across the community early are beneficial

Feel too many transitions already
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Several k-4 grade schools will create food fights amongst parants for improvements at thair
neighbor school to the detriment of other schools. Comparisons of which good deals 2ach schooi
would get would be very divisive. Basalining of ail schoois would nave to be done to level olaying
field. The one new school would end up being built in newer area of town as no school there yet,
resulting in disenfranchisement of rest of communities feeling they lost out

Prekto 4

The students in K-1 will have two years of solid foundation bullding.. plus they can get more use o
transitions as they nave to do it three more times in their school life anyhow. It keeps the younger
kids young as there is a lot of diffarance emotionally between a K and 4th grader

In general and irespective of K-4 or K-1 configurations (and assuming tha student count goes up
with whatever new configuration is decided), there mignt be need to ensure tha school related
vehicular traffic pattern does not get hinderad or hinder the requiar public traffic flow, given that
the school is located near the canter of tha fown

It would be nice to have less transitions from school to school. Having neighborbood schools from
k-4 is one less transition since they havea to transition to Sharwood, Gak and then the H S as well

I's a small area. | just don't know how you wil squeeze all those students into ane school. Traffic
will be a nightmare, as well

In my opinion a K-4 model, where all students attend their neighborhood scheol is the most
peneficial. | think it gives studenis more time to feel pait of a school community and there are
fewer transitions. It would also be helpful to carants who take part in parent drop off and oick up to
only have one school to go to

Having a K-4 school so close to Paton just doesn't maka sense. if this is the desire wouldn't make
more sense to look at moving it south of route 9 to maka 1t closer o the poiential neignborhood it
would serve? | see benefits to both tyoes of schoois but think the proximity to Paton decesn't make
sense for it to be K-4 unless it's moved 1o anocthar location

Most parents have kids 2-3 year apart. Having to drive to multiple schools in differant parts of town
would be difficult for parents. increase traffic in morming and afternoon, and cause you o possible
stagger the start ime more than now. Kids shouid go to school in the neignborhood at a young
age and then move to Sherwnod/OAK wnen older | feel this makes mors sanse for families

My daughter went to Beal for kindergarten and Soring Straet first througn fourth grade. She did
fine and it had no impact on her. My other three went to one school for K through four and did the
same as my other daughter as far as making friends. curriculum, atc. it really had no impact eithar
way

I believe that have kindergarten and grade 1 together i3 tha right choice because axposing these
little ones to older kids does more harm than good

Nothing good to add. The town is simply growing at a pace that is not sustainable for the school
system to support. | am thankful that my cihildren wiil be out of the school system oefore it gets too
out of hand. There is no good scenario for a town that has been incredibly toc cavalier and
thoughtless in allowing so much growth that 1s absolutely unsustainaols.

As a parent and an =arly childnood educator {in a different district) | feel that thers are too many
transitions for young children in the Shrawsbury schools In her first 4 years of public school my
daughter has to change schools three tmes Two yzars at Parker Rd. one at Bzal, and then
Coolidge. Each time she started at a new school she 2xpenenced significant strass. All three
schools are wonderfui and we nave bean very happy out the transitions were decidadly difficult.
The public school | work at serves children in grades PreK-8 While this may be oo ‘arge a range
it does cut down aon the stress for younger children and orovides 2 more nurturing, family type
environment in which teachers and children can remain in contact over the years and staff can
continue to provide emotional support and security for young children aven after they hava moved

to a new grade

Consolidation of lzarning programs are a benefit to the community in terms of cost and consistency
of defivery Under that modei logistics becomes the primary chailenge with already congestad
streets and the potentiai of families with children in muitiole locations Is a third option possible?
Beal is very old and will require substantial upgrades |s a greenfield project possible to
consolidate the neignborhood schools and realize the positive benefits of cansolidation to a single
location?
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| like to have less classrocm counts and more grades in one school. Floral kids lose connections to
our kids since it is just so big

The traffic in and around Beal during pick-up and drop off would add tec an already congested
center of town

Our children already switch schoois more than most towns due to having 2 separate middle
schools. | think adding Beal for grades K-11s more change than most young children are
comfortable with

This year | was actually faced with the question that is being raised in this survey My daughter.
who is entering kindergarten, was given the option to attend either Beal or Paton. We chose Paton
so that she would have not have to switch to another school after only one year. and so that she
could ride the same bus with her older sister, who is already attending Paton. So given | was
faced with this question already, and my family came tc a decision rather easily, my preference
would be to keep K-4 together in one school.

I firmly oelieve that the elementary schools should be K-4, especiaily since there are two middle
schools and the movement is pretty extensive from grades 4 to 9. However, | will have a student in
fourth grade when the building comes online and will NOT be a fan of having to move my child for
one year before then moving into the middle schocl systems. If the K-4 mode! is aporoved, there
should be consideration of the students who have attended the same school for the first three
years of their elementary!

Kindergarten age is a lot different than a fourth grader. Both my children attended Beal for K only
and then went to Paton for first grade. | thought this was a nice transition to have K alone

I think it's important that kids have the least amount of transitions when they're younger Therefore
schools should all be K-4

when will it open?
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