SHREWSBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

100 MAPLE AVENUE

SHREWSBURY, MASSACHUSETTS

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2014
Present:  Dr. B. Dale Magee, Chairperson; Mr. Jason Palitsch, Vice Chairperson; Ms. Erin Canzano, Secretary; Ms. Sandra Fryc, Mr. John Samia, Dr. Joseph Sawyer, Superintendent of the Shrewsbury Public Schools; Mr. Todd Byzydlo, Principal of Shrewsbury High School, Ms. Nga Huynh, Director of Counseling Services at SHS.

The meeting was convened at 7:00 PM by Dr. B. Dale Magee

I. Public Participation

None

II. Chairperson’s Report and Members’ Reports

Dr. Dale Magee said a new episode of School Talk will be broadcast soon on the Shrewsbury public access channel and on the Shrewsbury media connection website.
III. Superintendent’s Report

Dr. Sawyer shared that the new episode of School Talk includes a video of teachers discussing how the current school year experience is different as a result of the lower class sizes.  He thanked all the students, faculty and staff who were involved with making the video and the new episode of School Talk. 

Dr. Sawyer said that the district has received students’ MCAS scores and these have been sent home to parents. He said the district stayed at Level 2 and that this is not surprising with the large class situations and lack of resources last year.  Dr. Sawyer said the hope is that this will turn around and the district will again achieve a Level 1 ranking in the future.  He said more information will be shared about the students’ MCAS results as the district evaluates this information. 

Dr. Sawyer congratulated everyone in the community on a great Spirit of Shrewsbury celebration and said he was pleased to see the high level of participation and enthusiasm from students at all grade levels for school Spirit Week and the Spirit of Shrewsbury activities. 

IV. Time Scheduled Appointments 

A. Student Advisory Council: Report

Dr. Magee briefly explained that under the Massachusetts Education Reform Act, school districts are required to have a Student Advisory Committee (SAC) consisting of high school students who are elected by the student body. The SAC is required to meet with the School Committee during the year to review various issues of concern to the student body.  He said that Ms. Erin Canzano is the School Committee liaison to the SAC for the 2014-2015 school year.  SAC members Kayla Freeman, Class of 2015; Nithya Pathalam, Class of 2015; Emily Taylor, Class of 2015; Surabhi Godbole, Class of 2015 and Lindsay Mahowald, Class of 2016 presented the report to the School Committee.  SAC members shared information about the effects of the override on students’ experiences and recent updates on SHS events.

Highlights of the presentation included the positive impact of the override for students with the hiring of new teachers, smaller class sizes and a better situation for class availability.  SAC members said that although Shrewsbury students feel extremely positive about the override, they hope that sport and activity fees may be able to be addressed in the future.  Student presenters shared that school Sprit Week was very successful, homecoming activities went well and many SHS students participated in the Spirit of Shrewsbury parade.  Ms. Canzano asked SAC members if they felt it was a challenge to find students who were available to participate in the faculty hiring process that was conducted over the summer months.  The students said they thought this was not a problem and students were available and interested in participating in the process.  Dr. Sawyer and School Committee members thanked the SAC students for presenting at the meeting.

B. Class of 2014 Post-High School Plans: Report

Mr. Todd Bazydlo, Principal at SHS, and Ms. Nga Huynh, Director of School Counseling at SHS presented a report on the future plans of members of the Shrewsbury High School graduating class of 2014.  They shared an overview presentation which included graphs and charts illustrating information regarding what students from the Class of 2014 planned to do after graduating from SHS.  Mr. Bazydlo and Ms. Huynh said that given that the vast majority of students go on to post-secondary education, the report focuses on colleges and universities where students were accepted, where they matriculated, and the characteristics of these colleges and universities.  They shared some trends that they are noticing regarding increased attendance at four year colleges, more females attending four year colleges and how the vast majority of students attend colleges in the northeast but more students than in the past are choosing to attend colleges in other geographical areas.  Mr. Bazydlo and Ms. Huynh shared they were pleased with how SHS school counselors strive to work with students and families to find the best fit for students. They also gave information from surveys regarding what the top three choices that students consider when choosing to attend certain colleges and how they are paying for their post-secondary education. The Committee asked a number of questions regarding college major choice trends, the school counseling process and how students are informed about educational requirements and compensation levels for various career paths.  Mr. Samia commented that the exit survey information is very interesting and questioned the data collection process from students a few years after graduation.  Mr. Bazydlo said he believes this data is very important and SHS is very interested in capturing the information about students who transfer to different colleges and universities.  Dr. Sawyer asked the presenters to give a brief overview of the Naviance college planning tools used by school counselors and available to SHS students.  Ms. Nuynh shared information about the Naviance tools and exploration process for students.  Mr. Bazydlo and Dr. Sawyer said that the school profile the district sends out to colleges is very important, will continue to be strong and will include information about the smaller class sizes.  

V. Curriculum
None

VI. Policy

A. Fingerprint-based background checks: First reading of Revised Draft

Mr. Palitsch referred to the document for the first reading of Revised Draft policy for the Finger-Print based background checks.  He said the recommended policy is being put forth by the policy subcommittee which includes Mr. Palitsch and Ms. Fryc, with consultation from Dr. Sawyer and Ms. Malone.  Mr. Palitsch said that most of the policy is governed by state law and there are a few areas where districts can make decisions.  He said the proposed policy will be posted online and public feedback is welcomed. 

VII. Budget

A. Fiscal Year 2016 Budget Guidelines & Priorities: Discussion
Mr. Palitsch and Mr. John Samia met with Dr. Sawyer and Ms. Cecelia Wirzbicki, Director of Business Services, to create a draft document representing potential Fiscal Year 2016 Budget Guidelines and Priorities.  Mr. Samia said the budget proposal should reflect the school priorities that were defined in 2011.  School Committee members stated that they think the draft is very good.  Dr. Sawyer said he believes that a key to the budget is sustainability.  He said the draft will be posted for the public to view and School Committee members will vote on the guidelines and priorities at next School Committee meeting. 

VIII. Old Business

A. Athletics: Information Update
Dr. Sawyer shared an information update regarding the Athletics Department.  He said that out of sixty-nine student concussion cases reported last year, forty-one cases occurred while students were engaged in school activities.  Dr. Sawyer said he is tentatively confident that he may be able to provide some additional details and information at the October 15 School Committee meeting.  Dr. Magee said there seems to be a growing appreciation for the significance of concussion injuries.  Dr. Sawyer said the Shrewsbury district and staff members implement all the mandated precautions for student safety. He added that working with an athletic trainer and medical personnel is very important and helpful for student teams and athletes. 

IX. New Business

None
A. Superintendent’s Goals for 2014-2015: Vote
Dr. Sawyer will present this information at the next School Committee meeting.

X. Approval of Minutes: Vote

Dr. Magee asked if there were any corrections to the School Committee meeting minutes for September 17, 2014 as stated.  Since there were no objections Dr. Magee declared the School Committee meeting minutes for September 17, 2014 approved.

XI. Executive Session
None

XII. Adjournment
Dr. Magee requested a motion to adjourn the School Committee meeting for October 1, 2014.  On a motion by Mr. Palitsch, seconded by Mr. Samia, the meeting was adjourned at 8:16 PM.  On a roll call vote:  Mr. Samia, yes; Ms. Fryc, yes; Mr. Palitsch, yes; Ms. Canzano, yes; Dr. Magee, yes

Respectfully submitted

Christine Taylor, Clerk
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