
Welcome to the first monthly ELA update newsletter! Each update will provide

information about curriculum, assessments, and some talking points for you to

discuss with your son/daughter. As always, contact me if you have any questions

or concerns.

Building a Community of Learners

Part of creating a safe and comfortable class

environment is creating a classroom contract

and practicing class procedures and

expectations. We are also spending time this

month getting to know each other. One

example activity is the Getting to Know You

poem that students wrote and shared. Ask your

son/daughter to show you theirs!

Outside Reading

Our team is piloting a reading application called

LightSail. Students will use the app for their

outside reading. The application gathers data as

the students read and is designed to increase

their Lexile (reading level). More information

about LightSail will be coming soon.

Pre-Assessments

Students have taken a reading pre-assessment,

and shared a piece of writing from last year with

me. While they will not be on the report card, I

am using these assessments to set targeted

learning goals for each student. Ask your son/

daughter about their writing goals 

Curriculum

We are begininng the year with a unit based on the

essential question "how does conflict impact people and

places?" Students are reading the novel Under the

Persimmon Tree, by Suzanne Fisher Staples. The novel is

set in Afghanistan and Pakistan after the events of 9/11. I

recommend that parents read the novels alongside their

children. It makes for great dinner time conversation!

 


