[image: image1.png]“ié)J Toral buee! 5;\0

Our Git o the Tuture



THE FALCON FLYER

September 8, 2009
Dear Floral Families,

What an exciting week it was last week as our doors opened again! There are ways of measuring success in a school that have to do with quantitative data – MCAS results, DRA scores, math unit test scores, attendance rates and more. In fact, we use them a lot, and they provide powerful levers for our continuous improvement. There are other ways, too, that provide powerful information and evidence of success, and many were on display last week. They include:

the teacher who smiles warmly and greets each of her new students with a handshake as they enter the class;

the students who, arriving late, stop still in the hallway to attend to the morning moment of silence;

the paraprofessionals who spend hours of their own time preparing materials for a new cafeteria routine;
the parent who comes to visit for lunch, and seeing the work being done, volunteers to stay;
the students who crowd around the morning message from the principals, the elder students helping the youngest to read;

the teacher who walks her class to the lunchroom, lunchboxes and all, 2 hours before lunch, just to practice what the routine looks like, sounds like, and feels like;

the teachers who scramble to compare notes on their summer reading, swapping best practice ideas for literacy.

The examples go on and could fill pages, and each one happened many times at Floral Street over the last week. It is an exciting and humbling experience to stand back and watch this happen, and we are so excited to share this school community with all of you. Thank you, parents, for each part that you do in helping to prepare all our students for the greatest success in the coming year!
A note about President Obama’s speech: By this time you have likely seen Dr. Sawyer’s email concerning this event scheduled for today. As a school, we want to provide you with clarity around what this will look like at Floral Street, but as of the writing of this Falcon Flyer, some logistics are still being worked out. We will provide details on a final plan by this evening via our email list serv.

Most importantly, it is important to echo Dr. Sawyer’s words in appealing to our own core values as a district and a school: “Our district’s mission statement includes providing our students with ‘an appreciation of our democratic tradition.’ As such, when the President of the United States wishes to share his thoughts with our students about the importance of setting educational goals, working hard to achieve those goals, and persevering in the face of challenges, I believe our students should have the opportunity to listen, both out of respect for the Office of President and because such a message reinforces both American values and our district’s stated core values.” 

Our ultimate mission as a school is student learning. At Floral Street, we strive to teach our students, however young they may be, that learning comes from listening, observing, and sharing ideas – even with (and sometimes especially with) those who may have different views or opinions. The first weeks of school are very much about practice; we look forward to an opportunity to practice these critical skills as we view the words of the president.
Todd Curtis

Lisa McCubrey

Principal

Assistant Principal

Important Notes:

Arrival & Dismissal / Student Pickup and Drop-off
Last week, we sent home a notice detailing our arrival and dismissal routines, particularly parent pickup and drop-off routines. Thank you to everyone for using these procedures, including those of you who have had to change a routine of your own in order to accommodate the school’s. Last weeks notice can be found on our website at: http://schools.shrewsbury-ma.gov/department/division.php?fDD=41-612
Curriculum Nights

At the bottom of this notice you will find the dates for our upcoming Curriculum Nights. These are an important opportunity to strengthen our home-school connection. We hope to see you there, and want to make two important notes now:

· Our Curriculum Nights begin at 6:45 pm so that administrators can provide a brief but broad curriculum overview, allowing teachers to provide more detail in individual presentations. This is an initiative of our School Council, designed to support parents in their understanding of Floral Street School.

· Please make every effort not to bring students or siblings to the Curriculum Nights.
Only three more Paper Falcon Flyers!
In order to help the environment and save on paper and copying costs in a tough budgetary environment, we ask that you subscribe to our school’s “list serv” e-mail list.  Notices that are created and sent by Floral Street School will also be sent via this e-mail list. Beginning in October, we will move to electronic-only delivery of the Falcon Flyer (the last paper Falcon Flyer will be printed September 28). Please communicate in writing to your child’s classroom teacher if you do not have an internet connection.
In order to get on the list, please go to our homepage at http://schools.shrewsbury-ma.gov/department/index.php?fDD=12-0, click on the “Parents” link on the right-hand side, and select “Join our List Serv”. 
Lunch Changes

Beginning next week, September 14th, all elementary schools will change over to food service provided by Preferred Meals. This will result in some different selections for students, and a lightly changed way of serving our lunches, but should not feel too different to students. Preferred Meals meet the same nutritional standards as our current meal service, and will be presented by the same valued cafeteria staff members. There will be no change in the way students pay for meals.
The Elementary Lunch Menu can be found at any time at:

http://schools.shrewsbury-ma.gov/department/division.php?fDD=20-17
Important Fall Dates:
September 17



School Picture Day

September 22



Grade 1 Curriculum Night, 6:45 – 8:00 pm
September 23



Grade 2 Curriculum Night, 6:45 – 8:00 pm
September 29



Grade 3 Curriculum Night, 6:45 – 8:00 pm
September 30



Grade 4 Curriculum Night, 6:45 – 8:00 pm
October 9




No School – Professional Day

October 12




No School – Columbus Day

November 3



Parent Conferences (No School)
November 11



No School – Veterans’ Day

November 25-27



No School – Thanksgiving Vacation
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