GREETINGS FROM COOLIDGE SCHOOL
September 30, 2015
www.shrewsbury-ma.gov/schools/coolidge

Dear Families,

| waited to send this because | know Mondays are busy times, and | wanted to make
sure this reminder was timely. This year for the first time we are holding both
Curriculum Nights in the same week. Starting TONIGHT at 7, parents in Grades 3 &
4 will fill our classrooms in order to get a better sense of their students’
experiences in school. Parents are key contributors in our community and there are
three reasons we want to make sure every student has an adult that attends.

1. This evening is important. It's designed by teachers for parents- and it gives them
the chance to tell you what's most important about this school year. We’ve been
thoughtful about what to present, and how to share information so that it will be useful.
There’s a lot to share, so please arrive on time. We will open the doors at 6:50 in
hopes that teachers can begin their presentations promptly. Please do everything you
can to be here.

2. Every year is different, and so every year it's important that you come. In our second
year of Math in Focus we have important updates to share. Following teacher
presentations, I'd like parents to join me in the gym for a 15-minute presentation on two
new school initiatives: our fact fluency project and our efforts to connect home to
school with technology.

3. Last year our School Council launched a survey and collected 22 responses. We are
grateful for that information but hungry for more. With 407 students at Coolidge, we are
looking for a bigger response rate this year. Please look for the brief (10 question)
survey when you're here. Our teachers will be tallying their rates of return by classroom
and your child’s class will earn indoor recess games and extra recess when their class
return rate reaches 80%.

Curriculum Nights are not designed with the needs of children in mind. If you can only
attend by bringing your child, please be sure you also bring something they can do
independently during the presentations.

| look forward to seeing you soon!

Sincerely,

Amy Clouter



Principal

Important Upcoming Dates:
September 30- TONIGHT Curriculum night for 6r 3 & 4, 7-8 pm

October 1 Curriculum night for K,1& 2,7-8 pm

October 5 School Council district Orientation (6:30 at SHS)
October 9 PD Day- NO SCHOOL for students

October 12 Columbus Day- NO SCHOOL

October 16 School Store

FYI : Special News / Announcements

1. An Update from Mrs. Cairns, School Secretary:

If you have not logged into the Parent Portal to sign off on the Student Handbook, please go to the
Parent Portal here: http://schools.shrewsburyma.gov/it/parentaccess.cfm

and verify that you have seen the Student Handbook.

Also, while you are there, please update your contact information. We need to have accurate
contact phone numbers and emails in case we need to reach in an emergency.

Here is updated information on School Absences. Find it here:
http://schools.shrewsburyma.gov/news/If-your-Child-will-be-Absent-from-School.cfm?grp _id=2150
8

If your child needs to be dismissed for an appt., please contact your child's teacher (teacher emails
can be found here:

http://schools.shrewsburyma.gov/campusuite25/modules/faculty.cfm?grp id=21508

And our secretary, Cathy Cairns, at

ccairns@shrewsbury.k12.ma.us or 508.841.8880.

Please check out our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/CoolidgeElementarySchool
And our brand new YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3fGo0KSKI068gQQuBnaHOg

listed under Coolidge Elementary School

2. Interested in after school classes? Read on here for more
information:

Coolidge After School Activities Program (ASAP)

Fall 2015 Course Selections
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e All courses meet on Thursdays from 3:35-4:35 for 6 weeks
e Class dates: 10/15,10/22,10/29,11/5,11/12 and 11/19
e The cost of each course is $30
e (Click here to pre-register: http://goo.gl/forms/47ivb6mqvf
e Space is limited, registration will be accepted on a first come, first serve basis
e Do not send payment until you receive a confirmation email
e Ifaccepted, payment and registration form will be due by Thursday October 8th

ASAP Course: Running Club

Instructor: Ms. Rice and Ms. Cloyes

Open to students in grades: 3 & 4

Course Description: Do you love to run? Do you enjoy staying active and fit? Then this is the club for you!
The Coolidge Running Club is open to third and fourth graders who would like to improve their running ability
or just run with friends! We will be running outside as a group around the Coolidge and Jordan Pond areas. Our
club’s goal is to be able to run three miles by the end of our time together! Come join us for some FUN while
we RUN!

ASAP Course: Mad Scientists

Instructor: Ms. Jarvi

Open to students in grades: 2,3 & 4

Course description: If you love science, or would just like to learn about it with some wacky experiments, this
is the class for you! Each week we will perform 1-2 experiments and learn how they work. We might blow up
a balloon without touching it, make ghosts float, or make silly chicken sounds. You are sure to have a great
time and be amazed with what YOU can do with science.

ASAP course: Graphic Novels: A New World in Reading

Instructor: Ms. Burnap

Open to students in grades: 2,3 &4

Course Description: Are you a fan of The Diary of a Wimpy Kid series? Do you enjoy how Lunch Lady
serves up justice AND lunch? Do the pictures in Amulet inspire your dreams? Did you know that a
Graphic Novel won a Newbery Honor Medal this year? (Yay for El Deafo!) Meet with Ms Burnap to learn
more about the ever-expanding field of Graphic Novels! We’ll travel to far-flung galaxies (Zita the Space
Girl) and inner space (as an amoeba in Squish!) We'll visit the websites of GN authors and artists! And
finally, we’ll explore techniques used in GN to create and share our own stories!

You can pre-register using a Google form. Here’s the link to the form:
http://goo.gl/forms/47ivb6mqvf

Please direct all questions to: Karen Isaacson, Director of Extended Learning,
508-841-8727 kisaacson@shrewsbury.k12.ma.us

3. Check us out on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CoolidgeElementarySchool

4. Coolidge now has a YouTube channel! Tune in to follow along with

All School Meeting and other celebrations of learning:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3fGo0KSKI068gQQuBnaH0Og
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PTO Newsflash
September 29, 2015

PTO NEWSFLASH

Email: ptocoolidge@shrewsbury.k12.ma.us

Blog: http://coolidgepto.wordpress.com/ The PTO has created a blog as an additional resource for
information and notices. Come check it out!

Facebook Group: “Calvin Coolidge PTO” http://www.facebook.com/groups/coolidgepto/ All parents,
guardians, and staff are welcome to join our group on Facebook. It's a great place to chat with the
community or ask a question.

Direct Donation: https://npo.justgive.org/coolidgepto There are many ways to help support the PTO,
a direct donation is just one.
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SCDC Annual Toy and Baby Gear Sale

Boxtops, Kelloggs & Coke rewards and Labels for Education
Stop and Shop & Price Chopper accounts

Reading Incentive Program

Clothing Drive

Help for the Holy Cross Football game- October 31st
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1.The SCDC is having our Annual Toy and Baby Gear Sale on Saturday November 7th from
9am to 12pm at the Coolidge School. This is like a giant yard sale all under one roof! People sell
their gently used toys, clothing, games, and baby gear etc. We will collect $2 at the door and that
money will go into a 50/50 raffle. The person who wins the raffle will win half the money that we
collected. They get a ticket for each table they visit. | am selling tables for $25 if paid by November
1st. After that date the tables will be $35. You can rent as many tables as you wish. Please contact
me at jluke88@gmail.com to reserve your table. And note there are a limited amount of tables and
your table is only confirmed once you pay for it.

2. Please continue to send in your Boxtops, Kellogg's Rewards codes, Labels for Education, and
Coke Rewards.

3. If you or your friends and family have not yet linked your Stop & Shop account to Coolidge,
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please do so by calling 877-275-2758 or visitwww.stopandshop.com/aplus. Our school code is
#05905. Every time you shop, Coolidge will earn money for our school. If you have done this in the
past, there is no need to do it this year, as Stop & Shop will now carry it over from last year.

If you shop and Price Chopper and have not linked your account to Coolidge this year, please
complete the yellow form that was sent home last week. It asks for your Price Chopper member
number, your name and email. We will take care of the rest. It is required that we submit your
information each year for Coolidge to earn points for supplies.

4. Our Reading Incentive Program is just getting underway. Our theme this year is our Solar
System. Find a great book in our Media Center that will tell you many things you may or may not
already know about our planets. For instance, do you know that planet is nicknamed "The Red
Planet"? Which of our planets is the brightest planet in the sky which can sometimes be seen with
the naked eye? There is so much to learn about our solar system. Grab a good book and fill in
your reading sheets. Kindergarteners and first graders will receive prizes in their classrooms for each
sheet turned in. Our second, third and fourth graders will receive a ticket for each sheet turned in
which can be used at the school store. Happy reading and by the way, the Red Planet is Mars, and
the brightest planet in the sky is Venus.

5. Clothing Drive - Our school will once again be taking part in the clothing drive for the Epilepsy
Foundation. The date is pending, but we need your donation. Everything needs to be made of
cloth, clothing, bedding, etc. Our school will make 20 cents per pound for the items donated and we
will be teaching the children the value of donating and recycling. This will be a great learning
experience for the students.

6.Help for Holy Cross Football Game: The College of the Holy Cross in Worcester is holding a Kids
Day football game on October 31, 2015 at 1 pm against Bryant University. We are looking for
someone to coordinate a group outing to the game for Coolidge. Please contact Rachel
(ptocoolidge@shrewsbury.k12.ma.us) if you are interested.

To include news about your committee, fundraiser or PTO event in future newsflashes, please e-mail
your submissions to Kristie Biando at kbiando74@gmail.com
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