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1. A note from the Principal

Dear Beal Families,

One of Shrewsbury’s Strategic Priorities is to Increase Value to the Community
by performing 50,000 hours of student community service during the 2012-2016
time period. Although this sounds like a tall task, the district is on pace to surpass
this goal by a considerable number of service hours. Many of these hours are
logged by middle and high school students and dedicated staff who work
diligently to increase value to the community through focused service. However,
our civic education begins much earlier than middle school. At Beal, we embed
into our daily curricula the foundations for service, citizenship, and responsibility
to the community with opportunities throughout the year to put this learning into
action. This was evident yesterday as the Shrewsbury community came together
to clean the grounds at Beal. If you were standing in the back parking lot from
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., you could see students, parents, and staff from Beal and
Sherwood Middle School working together to prune, weed and rake our grounds.
The property looks beautiful, and could not have been possible without the
coordination of the event by Grade 1 teacher Lynn Pinto, Beal's PTO, and Carol
Virzi with her dedicated group of Sherwood volunteers. Thank you to all who
participated in cleaning the grounds and exemplifying the power of community,
including Shrewsbury’s Parks and Recreation Department who hauled away over
two truck loads of leaves and debris! It was a great opportunity to show our
students how many hands make light work.

Sincerely,



Chris Girardi
Phone: (508) 841-8865

Email: cairardi@shrewsbury.k12.ma.us

Twitter: @Chrisgirardi

12. Thanksqiving baskets

Thank you to all who donated to our Thanksgiving basket drive. We raised
enough food items and cash donations to prepare six beautiful baskets. This is
another wonderful example of supporting our community.

3. Beal School Council

Our Beal School Council met this past Thursday, November 12th. Thank you to
Council members Sarah Hamelin, Kate Stockwell, Shylaja Narayanaswamy,
Emily Chaves, and Lisa Drobinski for participating in our discussion of the Beal
School Improvement Plan. We reviewed each of the goals and are beginning our
work on what project-based learning looks like in Kindergarten and Grade 1.

4. Warming Up Winter

The Beal Community is “Warming Up Winter” by collecting new gloves, mittens,
hats and socks for infants, children, teens and adults. Now that the cold weather
is here, the need for these items has greatly increased. All items will be donated
to local charities and school children in need. Please send donations to school
with your child by Wednesday, December 9th. Thanks in advance for your
donations and continued support!

5. News from the nurse

I've recently learned that many of our Beal friends are coming to school with
cough drops in their pockets, to ease their scratchy or sore throats. It is our
practice not to allow these and to offer an extra drink of water instead. This is not
district protocol, but one we feel necessary here at Beal. In a room full of social
and active five and six year olds, there is an increased risk of choking. This
practice applies to the bus as well, remembering that most bus rides are bumpy
and the bus drivers are busy trying to see that everyone stays safe, while
keeping their eyes and minds on the road. For these reasons, | ask that you do
not send cough drops with your children on school days. Thank you for your
understanding.~

Jill Wensky, Beal Nurse

508-841-8870



6. PTO news

The next PTO meeting is scheduled for tomorrow, Tuesday, November 17th at
6:30 p.m. in the Beal gymnasium.-Please see the attached flier below for
tomorrow's SkyZone Flight Night!

7. Curriculum Connection Greg Tang Math

Many of our students and families are looking for additional math practice and
games to support their learning. Greg Tang’s website provides many free
resources and games to build on math facts, questioning, and more. Greg's
Kakooma challenge is a fun and challenging game that connects with all levels of
learners, and can be accessed here.

Upcoming dates and events

Tuesday, November 17th- Beal PTO meeting- 6:30 p.m. in the Beal gymnasium
Wednesday, November 25-Friday,

November 27- Thanksgiving Break- No School

Tuesday, December 8th- Early Release Day for staff professional development
Monday, December 21st- Trimester 1 report cards issued

Thursday, December 24th-Friday, January 1st- December Vacation- No School

Please contact me if you have any questions, comments, or concerns. Have a
great week!

Flight Night Invite Flyer 2015.pdf




